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Jn the evening Mi's. Almorn&tlius resum^ 
(icr narrative, 

** For two \’cars I had tlje satisfaction of 

^ # 

hearing frequently from ray' brother. Ho 
omitted no opportunity of writing, and gave 
me the most pleasing accounts of Aimorne, 
who, lie informed me, had been iodebtet^ to 

4 

the friendship of your father for a Majority;. 

When tliey had been three years absent, 
my brother died of an iiinefs brought on by 
the hardsliips he was exposed to, when in}* 
perfectly recovered from a severe wound. 

As 
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Almonic, the intelligenpc cf 
his dca^ was conveyed to us in the gentlest 
manner, accompanied by a letter from himself 
io my motiier,* which afforded us all the con¬ 
solation we were at the time capable of re¬ 
ceiving. 

I felt the lofs of my baoth^ severely, lie 
was endeared to me circumstance 

4 

vvhich could heighten the ^tural tie:^ and 
^wheii the connexion between relations is hap¬ 
py, it is of all friendships the most delightful. 
They have often the same interest, the ^me 
attachments, tlic same afsociations, and may 
endeared to each other by a thousand swett 
and tender recollections, which can rural v 
cement the friendship of others. ^ 

I regreued tnj* brother as a part of inyself,— 
a part for which I would willingly have sa- 
crilkcd the rest j and long after his death, I 
should ^ave admitted the idea of comfort as a 

j0 

kind of sacrilege. 

By the lofs of himf I was at oijcc deprived 
of a most invaluable friend, and of my only 
direct means of intelligence about Almorne. It 
was by newspapers alone I had now 
chance of knowing his fate; an<^ 1 cannot de- 



scribe the sensations with wli^i I sdnctimcs 
saw trficin appear. I was in perpetual terror 
of seeing his name in the list of killed, 
wounded, or tnirsing; and sometimes thought 
the li|»t the most' dreadful' of the tliree; so 
terrible is the apprehension of unknown evils, 
^^feen, in imagination, did I see his mangled 

form expiriii^i^ljf^e^field of battle, amidst all 
the horrors of \^kr, without any of the allevi* 
ations which Friendship or Humanity could 
give. These cruel images icoiistaptly 
ciuvii^g, totHly destroyed the elasticity and 
vigour of my mind during .my residoape in 
Scotland. 

We had been there about four years, when 
my mcHher died of a lingeriiig ilincfs. I shall 
forbear to mention the particulars of this sad 
event j as, in relating the occurrences of my 
liiC, it is not my intention to dwell on those 
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tvhich may give you unnecefsary’^ pjyn. Her 
death affected me so much, that 1 flcN^ for 
conScdatlon to Ireland^ to my aunt JNlrs. Grif- 
'^6ths, who had often most kindly solicited my 
mother and myself to come to her. 

I found her suffering the infirmities of 
in person, but unimpaued in mind. It gavjb 

A 4 




me ine^prei^M satisfaction to be able, attbo 
close of lier life, to sho^r her those tender at¬ 
tentions slie stood in need of, and trliich, per¬ 
haps, no person lefs at leisure, or lefs devoted 
to her than mjsdf could have done* No 
lutuatioo, however, could evince more than 

t 

lier’s did, the happy etiec^ of a life pafsed TiT 
active beuevolence. Although loaded with 
age and inBrmity, unsupported by a family, 
and without any fortune to bequeath, she was 
followed to her last hour by the good offices 
of numbers, who had received benefit fiom 
her instructions, consolation from her kind- 

• 9 / 

aefs, or suppoi’t from her generosit3\ 

Her mind was ever peaceful and happy; no 
-reflection on lifer past life could uomc to 
trouble her repose. Site died of a gradual 

> I 

and gende decay, about two years after my 
arrival in Ireland, and left me, a second time, 
to cxpej^jence ihc lofs of a mother. 

'iiie Jufa was the more afHiciing, as I had 

now no friend to whoa: I could look for con- 

« 

souaion. Of Almorne I knew only that he 
was alive in America, and had to fear that 
lopg absence had banished me from bia re¬ 
membrance. I had kind relations and agree- 



ab^c friends in Ireland ; but I Ii|d nol a home 
in which 1 could hud such objects of regard 
as 1 had been Idefscd with.-»Sad state tothose 
who know how to value, and becnaccus> 

^ ^ s • 

tomoii^fo tlie doights -‘of affection.—I felt as 
if alonb in the world.: 

It was some timft before I cbuld dx on any 

plan oflife. i was unwSltng cleave Ireland^ 
but anxiety <d>out Almorne de^nained me au: 
length to go to England,. and:^£x nay b^rta* 

tion at Ludlow in ShrQpshire'^^^^il^as;^^!^^ 

* . * * 

lo^his partly from the agreeafalenefs of the < 

^ , 

place, but fat more from its being the abode 
,of Mrs. Balfour, a favourite friond with wl^om 
I corresponded. She gave me every encou- 
ragcinlnt to - come, that *Triendsbip could ^ 
suggest j and, wiien 1 went^ omittedjiothing .. 
in her power to render my residence agree¬ 
able. 


In her society I pafsed my time jis peace- 
fully as coucerh about Almorne would permit. 
The war was now ovar, and a little time must 
,determine mf fate. Wheii-i viewed him • 
only through the me^um of s^y own feelings, ^ 
it was easy to suppose his affection tvas un¬ 
shaken i b^t when r reflbeted. on the diffeto 
5 . A5 
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ence of our^ situations,-—>on the variety of 
scenes in which he must be engaged, and the 
difsipation to which he might be exposed, I 
ti’embled with apprehension, and thought it 
scarcely pofsiblelM^oould bi .constant 
Mrs. Balfour saw with much concern, the 
mela;ipholy that op{H^se(^me. She had bedTT 
my compamon in my father’s house, and had 
seen the afieotion of Almorne and me for 

.VJ ^ 

each other,, ^nd suspecting from the whole of 
Aiy i^t he was the cause of my 

deje^ion, inquired if her conjectures 
werp righ^*.y'M acknowledged they were, and 
made her full;^ acquainted with my situation, 
bo\h as a proof of confidence she merited, and 
as slie might procure intelligence him 
easier tlian I could. * 

la this I was not disappointed. She wrote 
immediately to inquire about him of a friend 
who M'as connected witli the Almorne family,, 

and by her she was informed that he was es^ 

• ^ 

peeled soon in Englen^. 

This InteUigcnoe' seemed to pjeomise 
least, a &pcp^ end to the suspense I had sa 
long sutTered ; for as want of fortune could 
np longer prove aa^bsude to our unioa^ 
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HclfC. 

I might consider Ins conduct up^n hi* anival 
as d«fcisive. Ills Majority, with the little 
money I now poi!»cf*cd, might render us, I 
thought, independent; and I bad no doubt, 
he would think as I did, if his affection was 
unchanged. My anxiety however, was so 
great, that I sonsatimes prayed to be re¬ 
leased from suspense in any way ; at other 
times, any state seemed preferable to the cci- 
tainty of losing him. 

In this unhappy situation my great con- 
solution was employment in the service of 
others. My domestic concerns afforded me 
^ittie occupation, and I never* had any t^to 
for idle visits or fi ivolous amusementsbut I 
could 4 r some measure forgbt my own cares 
in seeking to relieve these others, and my 
residence with my aunt had sufficiently taught 
me, that it was not difficult to find the means 
of being efseutially useful. Freedogi, under¬ 
standing, and humanity, are all tliut is* nc« 
cefsary to this ; for tbt variety of human con** 
editions U such, as to afibrd a very wide field • 
of employment to active minds. 

la considering the state of those around rpe, 
I have often been surprised, as I former!)' oU- 
5 • A 6 
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served to you, to find how much it was in 
the power of oven a very private individual 
to have an extensive inducnce on human 
af£iirs; and that to be a blef^ing to our fellow- 
creatures, htUe more was necefi>ary, thou to 
endeavour to be so. 

These views oflorded nc inBiiitc consola¬ 
tion, when I rcilcrtcd on the probability there 
was of my being disappointed of Almovnc. 
It was otherwise, indeed, still in my power to 
moke what the woild calls a good mariiagc, 
but without aficcUon I could not think of mar¬ 
rying ; and the more I saw of life, the more 1 
tliqngbt Mcdlouk a risk to be dicaded. I dc- 
tcimined thoiefore, if he was lost to me, to 
take refuge in myself, and be at leasl indc- 
'' pendent and usefn), if I could not bo happy. 

ft 

As tiipe advanced, my anxiety iucreased 
so much that 1 became incapable of my or¬ 
dinary en'ployments, nnnac efcepted : In it 
I abf'a} s found, leliof. 

^ Blest Ilaimoay * how oft thy poweiful sliains 
** itavciaUed vay sad dcsposdJngbeait,whci>g>Ii'f 
•' Or appiehcaskm had weight it down 
'*!A1most to hate of being.—01 how oft 
” >VIi«i the long day hung heavy o'ur i.iy bead. 
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*• a!] was dull and tastelefs; wkcn my bookff 

Wore Ibrown wUii loathing by, and not a fiienll 
•• Of converso rational was nigh, to cha^e 
** With cheering talk the gloomy hours away i 
•• llov oAj O music! has tl»y heavenly voice 
** DU;^clt'd each btacl^iili'a, and sup^xufs'il 
Each restlefs paGriou !*' 


When I was in Etborty iexpiinB^brn 6f hear 
ing of AlmcH’no^s fetonl to En^li^||]B<;eiv^ 
the unexpected intelligeilce bl 
deaths who, dying unmarri(^ fn»; thtbstate 

' i 'D 

was succeeded by Almorne pixk 
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perty of three thousand poundifr p^-^titnipif ~ 

• This intelligence excited iu &)e the uiandht 
alarin. 1 dreaded the effect so sudd^iiavi^i 
Terse of fortune might have upou^.,|^^'^ 
hoped he was superior to its hu^'' 

what dependence could 1 heveWH^'^ 
tioien^ or affection after so lo»g a B^a|a^Qe|^ 
Was it to be auj^sed he codil^ lief 
proof against the bbasequendi df sd gi'Oat.l^ 
. change of situation?.^ 

“S Whatever tve ar^ntly wish'>'^4»b ^pe. aij' 

■ fear alfoKiatelyi myfear* pifM^inatedi’ and 
I 8ugg«^d ne^. lisherfeD 

affectioD^ 
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but hoped, if be had forgot me, that lus^ro* 
fefsion would remove him to a distance, and 
prevent my hearing of him; now it was other* 
wise; I might often be exposed to hear oC 
him, and probably as the husband of another. 

_ a 

This idea was one of tho most painful I had 
yet oxpericucod, and the mobt difficult to 

sustain. 

X had paised some days in the most mclan* 
^boly state, when one morning looking at a 
newspaper, I saw bis name in the li»t of ar¬ 
rivals at Bath. 

. I think I still feel the shock of that mo< 
ment ‘.—It ccmvulscd my whole frame, de¬ 
priving me at once of every remnant of hope, 
and leaving me to all the liorror of 'despair. 
1 had no hesitatiou in concluding that amuse¬ 
ment bad carried him there, and saw him 
surrounded by the gay and the great,—en- 
compafsod by rivals, and lost to all remoA* 
hrance me. 

Two days were pa&ed in this muery, but 
• onUie morning of the tbiid, I rose deter* 
sailed to exert fortitude. I drank a cup of 
toa with composure, and as soon as breakfast 
woa removed, got my hat (md clQok with the 
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intention of taking a Tralk; but just as I was 
going*to put them on, aband of music bclong- 
ingto aregiinent stationed in the town, pafsed 
under niy window, paying a tune that was a 
favourite march of my fiithei's in the last year 
of bib life. 

***Inan instant iu>father,'mother, brcitheir, 
and Almorne were conjured up beford me 
with inconccivablo force; and tbd rocelleo- 
tion of pabt times, ceutrasted with the lone*^ 
linefb of my prebcnt stale, gave me an anguish 
of heart so peculiar and exquisite, asl believe 
music alone could have had the power of ex- • 
citing, 

** T}|^e li !d iouH a tympatbyaWtib sQuadi; 

** Some oheid in unison with what xN Iwlr 
*' Is touch’d vjlhin us> and alllbe beari^n^Uet. 

** With easy foice it opens all the celh 
*• Where Mem’ry slept. Wherever I have heard 
*• A kindred mdody^ the seene r^oun^ • 

•* And with it att Hi pleasurth, at4>Hi painsT* 

w I threw myself my knees a chair, 
and covering my i&ce with my hands, wished 
to sink into the earth* *«i»7hat ntoment w cer^ 
taudy the mobt wretched of my life. Yet it 
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might be a^cd of what I had to com])Idini 
I was unmolested by any of the culomltius of 
life i for wbut was a disappoiiitmeut in love 
after ft separation of seven years ? 

I was so lost in misery, that long after tbs 
mii'tic ceased, 2 rcouined rooted to the sp^ 
Tim opening *of tliu d(^r at length roused 
me >—eshaiucd to be discovered in so strange 
a state, 1 rotso, and advancing to the window, 
^without looking towards the door, pretended 
to be engaged by the objects without. 

After standing a mlnuto without hearing 
« any one move or speak, tny curiosity wan 
eKCited toknAw who had cntgrodj-^I turned, 
—but it is not iu the power of language to 
describe my astonishment on beholding AU 
morne i 

Ak iGrst glance I believed it to be him; 
Imt^a moment after, fancied it was,the chimera 
of a dis^Hbed iinagiuution; and overpowered 
by a variety of feelings, should have fallen to 
the ground, if he had%ot prevented me. 

1 will make no attempt to describe the revo«‘ 
lation of feeling 1 experienced in a few 
minutoi. 1 found Alfflorne unaltered, and 
our happlDcft in meeting was as«gt*oat aa our 
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separation had been painrul.—The diiitrefiiea 
ve suHered lu absence, inci cased otfr 
mutual tendernels; and the memory of the 
fiends we had iosi, endeared us still more to 
each other. 

He told me that as soon aa he arrived in 
Snglund, ho recetV^ intelligence of his acces¬ 
sion of fortune, by letters which liad been left 
for him in every port at which he could bo 
expected to arrive. By tlicm he was iuformad 
that Mrs. Aonesiey, the nutcrnal aunt of Mrs.* 
Almorne, was exttemely desirous to commu¬ 
nicate to him some particulars re«'pecting her 
nephew’s allitirs which were importance } 
and as sUo was in a very precarious state of 
health, <t Avas earnestly reqqeiitcd he would 
lose no tune m uaitins; ou her at Bath. 
Tins ^^as his errand theie, whete buromuhiod 
no longer than was absolutely necefsary upon 
her account. Thence he went dirpctly to 
London to di'»covet where I was^ by a iiifeml 
to whom he had frequently applied, siocc the 
of m> hi other, for intelligence of me. 
By him he was informed of lay pLco of 
residence, upon which be immediately left 
tdwo, and iratclled without stopping till ho 
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oiTlrcd at ^Ludlow, Ho came uirecuy to my 
faou!»e) and finding, upon inquiry, thaC^I was 
hi luy sitting*room, he made my servant 
ahow him the way to it, and leave biro to in- 
troducQ bimsclf^ On entering the room, lie 
was extremely surprised at n^y situation, 
wliich made him wait % moment in silehCI, 
uncertain how to discover himself. 


This, my dear ConstapUa, is the history of 
toy life before marriage, and little remains to 
bb told. During the seven years I was a wife, 
my happi^oft was uninterrupted, and was an 
tfstadee of rai*o felicity. Almoroe had the 
amiable diuposition, with high love of 
apd vory buperior abilities. *>lis uii- 
ebrnmoh talents for conver atiun, renderud iiioi 
tlie nuMt plcaJng ooiopanion, and his whole 
behaviour to me, testified that bwcot and 
tender •affection, which is so seldom undcr- 
st(^d. 

'J'iicbiglicstfdicit^thatcan be experienced 
n this world, is when two virtuous characters 
)f cougenial and cultivated minds, are united 
ly the most tender adection, under the 
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auspices the marriage institu^on: an in- 
sUtuhon which 19 absolutely lequibite to ottc 
vntuc and happinc&k 

I was tho mother of three tons and a 
daughter. The buth of the latter, who was 
itfY youngest chilJ^ gare me extraordinary 
ioy. Fondly as 1 laved my sons, I thought 
iny coinlort in ilicm, after a few years, cx- 
ticmciy pteraiious, but in my c^ughtcr, 1 
hoped 1 saw an object, who nould always be* 
my companion; whose education would 
piovc amost dehghtfitloccupation, and whoso 
taic and tendernefs would cotpole Mr. 41- 
niurnc and myself, for the lofs of eur sons, 
when th*iavocations oflifemig^t^noiporet^^ 
ftoin us. 

But the complciiou (^f my hop[finefs, was 
the time destined foi its fall.—I had but jest 
uuibud my Uttic gnl, wbeu a fever d^eprlved 
me of my husband and eldest sou- ' 


, Mrs. Almoine stopt at tbese word^t lUuS 
^ustaptia perceiving her much afteted, 
begged iibe wmdd Aotj proceed i but after p 
short interval, ilhe went on. 

** 4 HPCHS of duty and aHbetiun for my sur- 
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viving children) enabled me to sustain my lofs 
better than I expected.—-To avoid th^ubtJe 
1 retired to a house belonging to my 
son in Waieif where I lived recluse. You 
know how I came ai^torwards to be deprived 
of all my children.-^The world then appeared 
a frightful void, from which I prayed toTe 
released. I fell into a lethargic state of me¬ 
lancholy) from which it seemed itopofbible to 
, arouse me;—tlie indulgence of sorrow was 
the only satisfaction I desired. ‘ There is a 
joy in grief, when peace dwells in the bosom 
of the &ad.* 

• I had rcmamccl in this situation about, a 

% 

,ycar, when 1 found it necefsary to examine 
statB of my pecuniary affairs, fffim com* 
{dmhU having«hcen made against Poole, my 
steivard, by my tenants. Mr. Almorne had 
paid such attention to his affair^, that diij-ing 
his lifi^ it w ab impofbible for his steward to 
uoinmit any impropriety; but no sooner did 
hoy unhappy state hiai from restraint, 

than, prompted by avarice, be w.is guilty o( 

numeroib transgrerbions. 

• "When 1 discovered this, I was ibocfccd at 
my siijiincncfs with respect to bjm, and at «y 
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pc^ctibg tq employ the wealth I pofRefsed, 
lor the bqoeiit ol others. The good of mva* 
kind was stiU a tljcme which cm^d animate my 
heart remembered the itfi»trucUoD8 and ex¬ 
ample of my auntf and determined to bo use- 
icil to the extent of my power. 

The first step to this Vas dismifslng my 
steward, and taking the inanag:ement of my 
afiuirs into my own bands; but there was 
another necefsary, which I felt very dis^ 
agreeable, and that was returning to society. 
Absolute solitude, Imwevcr, became daily 
Icfs agreeable, and even produced at times, 
a kind of terror and despair, which was ex- 
ccfiivcly punful. one of these tunes, I 
remember tlic sound of a mason’it hkn|ifher» 
who was repairing my house, w& an laex- 
prefsiblo relief ro my feelings. Such a state, 
with a sense of duty, would, in all probability, 
have carried me iti a short time back to so¬ 
ciety, but I was recaljpd to it i.ooner, and 
,with more satisfaction than 1 expected, by 
' J^ourself. 

Your''£ather and nrother ofien visited me, 

♦ • 

and upon the death of Lady Anson, they 
bioogbt you to see me. X had loved you 
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wlien you were a child, but I had not^eea 

a 

you fpr five years; and you now appeared, 
't|}iongh only fiftpen, to bare, with all the 
animation of youth, an cxprcii»ion of coun¬ 
tenance, which bettdtcns a cliaractcr highly 
interesting. 

Your father, with the kind view of giving 
me employment, as well as from the belief 
that I might be ot use to you, eai’nestly 
requested that I would take you under my 
care. 1 was very desirous of complying 
with any wish of liit, but 1 bad also another 
m^ive to adopl you. 

M a very eaily period of your life, Mr. 
Almprno was struck w^th your promising 
talents and dlhposition, and often exprefsed 
anxioty, that you might uot be lost by im- 
propoT education. The remembrance of 
this, joined to your father's request, de- 

termflicd me to omit nothing in my power 
ftxr your advantage., I quitted my retreat, 
and settled at Belvin Lodge, where 1 became 
your friend and companion, as far as tha 
difference of our ages would permit. lu 
promoting ypitr interest, I bad tbp happi- 
Qcft of fulfilling tlie wishes of my beloved 
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hasb^ \ and of sboviag, ui some dcgreit^ 
zny gratitude to your &tlicr. Your merSfi 
amply rewarded my carO) and made you soon 
sufficiently dear to me upon your own 
account 

Oraduallyi I b^me reconciled to the 
world, and capable of joining m cheerful 
society, without exertion. I was so indif¬ 
ferent to the coucoms of life, as far as they 
1 egarded myself only, that 1 became literally 
the creature of others; and could, to a oe6> 
tain degree at least, be easily engaged in 
the pa&ing sceuo* >But the cheorCul appear*! 
ance I often wore, though it could^not be 
termed artificial, nes^er sprung frooi^ the 
heart; and I have often laugl\ed heartily at 
the instant I could more willingly hare 
wept. 

1 am happier witli your father and nvother^ 
than with any other persons, both fiom the 
regard I bear them, aod» because they knew 
apjl loved Almornc ;’^but it is with yourself 
alone, 1 can enter into the concerns of lifb 
with the feelings of my early ^ys;—it is 
with you, and for you only, I sometimes 
re-Uve, if I lady be allowed tl^ exprelWoD. 
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On every other 'Occasion^ I frel a/^if I 
WTO but a spectator of the world. Even 
deeply interested, I am still but acting 
a part for the sake of others. Nor docs this 
arise solely fiom the xaemory of my own 
sorrows; it spungs also the cnotcmplo- 
tioQ of life. At nxy age, a mmd in the 
least saddened by tbisfiortuec, can hardly 
|sd to be deeply wpi ofsed by the vicifsitudes 
of life .--1 cannot forget how often I have 
seen tlie blooming and beautiful, faded, or 
, suddenly cut oft!—Ilow often the most biil- 
iitnt ulcnts have sunk, or |iappmeis been 
rwrertbrown I——Mdiiv, uOw tottering \.ith 
1^, «»n w all the vigour life; 

ttuptyxnore, who ije\ei leacUed tho |>ciiud 
their sanguine <.a|iecUitons afsured tiicui 
of« M;ynadsrise to my icmembiauce, Wi om 
I bave«4eeu beaming aab hope, and e.]gci 
in pursijtt, ibat am now swept fiom the 
■earth. Not 4 town*or tillage do 1 know, 
that does not speak to mi of the ntvugcs of 
time. Hie busy multitude appear as plum- 
toms ftcctmg befote me,—und though otten 
gloaing vrith ciitliusUstic lueli|)gs, the sad 
consciousoefs of the mournfuIiiiBis of life, 
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floa\ in my imi^ination) and dcprefbc^ my 
spirit. 

Tliis irnth is yet more painfully enforced 
by the recollection of tbs nomerous friends I 
hare lost. Memory places them before me, 

I see the conririal ^ids at which they Sat, 
tvhcrc Youth and Ago mingled together, m 
social merrimenr.-xl hear the sound of the 
voices;—sec the eye,—the smile, which eti- 
lightened and gav^animation to the.scenes 
as if they yet actuaNy.ocistcd ;-~)ct all—all 
ate gone! 

*' As friends decay, ve die in patt, 

** btring ader string is sever’d kom the heart; 

** Till loosen'd life at last—but brelthiog clay, 

** Without one pang, is glad tP fall away. 

*' Unhappy lie who latefi feds the Vow, * 

*' Whose eyes have wept o’er er'iy fiiead 1^ low, 
Dragg'd ling’ring on frora partial death to death, 
*' And dying, all he can resiga b iHeath.” * ^ 

I Airs. Aimorne oeased, and a silence ensued, 
which she Memcd uoatAe, and Constanta 
wt^^DwtlUng to intenrupu 
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O. Constantia’s meeting Mrs. Almorne in 
^be morning, she thanked her warmly foi 
^ibe favour she hod conferred on her; ad¬ 
ding, ** The events of your life, my dear 
Madam, make me ashamed of the littlcncfs 
I hatcsho>^n m my impatience of distrefs; 
if, amidst the* blefstngs I am surrounded wit!*, 
I have allowed^ myself to feci as I have done, 
from oidy one sorrow, which may^bc bu(: 
teniporary, how much must I have incurred 
ypnr diiapprobatiop 1^ 

** I’am very for, my dear,” said Mrs. 
Almorne, ** from eopdemoing you, for any 
distrefs yoU have hitherto shown. Ypur 
feelings were natural to your situation and 
time of life j and it would be absurd ^to lot.* 
\nd you to feel one affliotloa, because you may 
be subjected to a worse. Comparison of roisp 
fortunes imy Wsen,,hut cannot |}reveut suder- 





at 

• « 
ii\g, and if young per&ons are insensible to small 

disticf'^es, they *will be apt to irant fedkig 
for gi cater. It indeed of imporUnce to 
happinefs, not to allow tn|ding sorrows to 
usuip the place of gicat ones| but we ought 
not to refuse the sensibility due to the least. 
Some persons, wTto have met with lieavy af* 
diction, cease to S3 inpathise in inferior dis- 
ticfs; and many aie apt to fancy the mis¬ 
fortunes tliey have met with, rank nm^li 
higher m the scale of calamity than they do; 
while others wish to restrain sensibility alto¬ 
gether os a source of unhappiiiefs. Its ef^ 
lects, however, and its excellence depend 
on the direction it takes; and when it is 
greatf it requires only to be propcHy 
iccted, not weakened. It i$*a woiM which bas 
often been abused and misunderstood. Many 
plume themselves on sensibility; which, on 
examination, proves to be nothing inorc<tfitti^ 
btrong susceptibility ^^Athitosverafihcts them*' 
selves; a disposition more di^Ssthig to ttie, 
Ad even that indifferatioe n^hibh m 
equally incapable of fbellng Ibr ourselves, or 
«ibers. Itour leanbility is of » better kind; 

I B2 



thailbeiano ha&te to restiam U; pm 
v^ed, to use your own wordi, that whaC* 
erer y<>u may feci, you aic not picscnted 
doing youx duty.** 


AIlci bicakfost, Constanlia left Dchiu- 
l<od^c, but Ml5 Alinoiiie leniaiiicJ till ilic 
«veniDg to make some donicstic ai range* 
Dients. 

On i*onsniutia*s icluin to Ornvilic, she 
lound, in the saloon with her father and 
Vaother, Mi{i» Haigiavcand Hairict, Sii Hu* 
Iwit Hoindoo, and her eldest bxotbci, uho 
liad arrived the preceding night. 

** Coh^UiDce,** said Ixer tuotlier, soon after 
sho entered, ** would yon be pauent wi^ an 
jU>uinpciod husband ? Mifc Horgrare 
Jfppn telling uie, that Mi. and ^iillfrs. 
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liare separator» because they cannot 1^11101 
to each other’s temper,” 

** Whei e there is ill temper on both sides,” 
said Harriet, «eparalion should not bb 
ullbtv'odi as the AiiicUy U muttiul.” 

** Tlicre is not an exact equality of bene^ 
fits in this case,” cried Oraville; ** for the 
lady complains, that her husband is pask 
sioiiate, initolciit, i*nd ?indictive, t/uX tWt 
*»He is only fVctfdl.'’ 

Is fretfnlhcfs a small asked Lady 

Ornville, 

** It is, the worst of all tempers,” replied 
Ornville j I think nothing of a littlo quick* 
nefs; but a teasifig, reinoing 'dlspiAition, 
U insupportable.**' 

“Well, Mr. OravUle,”’‘l^im«S)i Mift 
HargraVb, ** I can’t imagine how people can 
tdW themselves to be in a paftion 1 When 
I. am dD^h^ied, I am iqost inclined to.!^’ 



, ps IkoWb' 

Ibere ak ceruin kinds of temper,’* ob- 
fcrVed Su Robcit, which a man of 6cnbt» 
tKA pevor sboH.’* 

** 1 doubt thiit/* ffltorned Sa Jaliti i ** it 
it not want of tcnie, but^want of fcobng for 
others, which occasions the itululgonco of 
temper.—I reckon it A much noue s>{,n oi 
t|ie heart than the head.” 

^ “Good sense,** said Ouivillc, “ may not 
.restrain a man’s (tumour, but will have much 
ie0ect in managing him' foolish oppositiog 
renders ]>eopIe woise. 1 should have no 
doubt of rcguuvtiQg the tcmpei of ro^ witca 
though 1 shouldahe dcvihsh soiiy to hare the 
tioublc.** 


‘5 Hoie would you ^locecd. Hostings?” 
asked Sii John; “ are you acquainted with 
the task ydtkjUpeak of thus hgbtiy 

K * 

^ “ Ikere are various modes of ffro(;edt||re>” 
said Harriet, “'all of wbic^ giv^ 



* k^zw 

agreeiblc zest io connubial oodefor^; prayers* 
preaching, and tyranny.” 

“ Without going A'e length of tyranny,*^ 
said Ornville, *^th^rfecaii bh little difficulty 
HigoTcrning the temper of women: they are 
naturally subniifslrc.” 

“ Both men aud women,” obserred Sit* 
John, submit to powers but if you would 
nut keep an ilUtempcred wife in constant 
leal, you may And her sufficiently trouble-* 
some.” 


“ What remedy,” said Lady Otnriiie, 
** w'oulct 3 'oa prescribe for tho bad humours 
of a husband ^ A woman cin seKloin have 
pon cr ; should slic be mild and submifslve ?'* 


**Tiiat, madam,” replied Harriet, *** never 
yet succeeded nith Z bad man; nor will 
the most agreeable qualities bd «uc- 

.feLful with a capricious one ^ases^ 

I fear ii»rt^ is no remedy for her peace, but 
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^ Fie,Harriet!** exoleimedMifs Hargrave, 
** a xroman should always do her duty !** 


How f” 
'^aot, or hi 


asked Harriet** can she love a 
honour a mookey ?** 


“ Women,” retorted Mlfb Hargrave, scortu 
1 fully, ** ought to take care whom they 
aiarry !*’ 

« 

** My dear Prudence,” returned Harriet, 
with a smile, ** if women could not goud- 
Skaturedly get over a few scruples, what a 
Ipvevous list of bachelors there would be !'* 


Wc should always,” said Sir Bobert, 
** consider the good quahties of the persons 
wo live with, and not let mere temper weigh 
^heavy against them.** 

** When people are mrovoked,** said Mifs 
HiargravOj it is impo&ible for them not to 
testify a H|j;kd|n£(asure} but a sensible per- 
.SOD willnevej^ W Bln o peceftarUy angry.** 

" But who, when they are 
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TTarriot, ** will weigh reasonably all the causea 
of their displeasure ?'* 

** Pafsionate and fooKsh people will not do 
%o/' replied hlifb Hargrave, drawing up her 
head, ** but dibcreet persons will never say 
nioicth«ui enough.** 

** iiut }!» It only discreet persons wo afso* 
**iate vNitli *'* asked Sir John. 

Very tolerable people,” said Harriet,, 
liaic singular iiaits in their disposition, 
Ui< ii they aic not contented without show- 
^ to their paiticular frienc^\uvcs and 
) tcis Apccidlly, aic honoured with this mark 
I onlidcnce.” 


That IS what I could never undcistand,” 
said Lady Ornvillc. “ Ilow is it that 

a good person can choose the dearest objoctao<i 
of their aifection, for subjects of their.* 
tyranny? 


** Peopla eanflot always help theirtcmper,’^ 
oried Ofn<r£l)a. 


Rfi 



“ No i" implied Ifarrioti «it is not ia their 
IWwer j bad temper is apt to ocewion a jaun- 
the morning, i\hich gives a false co- 
WlKring to objects, and after betraying itself 
|i a vaiioty of di8oit*fft>i through the day, 
Would terminate fatally in a gangrene, 
happily, it did not meet naib a corrective in 
every stranger/* 


, ** Yes,** said bir John, “ it iv rather pci- 
ploiaing how it happens, that wc cannot com- 
anand our temper before our family, yet find 
DO difficulty in restraining it to others/* 


* As tliat IS the fact,’* s,vid Ilaiiiet, “ iJl- 
cewper should seldom be subniiitcd V)'*—a 
liUbbaod or Mifc ought onlvto take can* bcfuic 
hey pro])oie scjxiration, that their ow n con- 
Ivict will bear ins^iection in atouit ol just ce.” 

I* 

“*!)« Iirliat oouit of justice, my dear,” 
gioiiicd htr jtflfcltoli ** will admit diileiencc of 
omper to jic p juW cause of separation ? Wc 
;ro told, * that We ought, finm previous ao*' 
jiyaitiUmcc, to know the temper of tht per- 
ion uc many,—and at all cvcntSjif^ lake 
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eftch otb(*r fot bettor fM wotm, confor¬ 
mity is our duiy/'^But {ir&y, by what ma^ki 
talisman can tclBjpers be known before imN 
1 lage ?-~Ai}d it 1} certain that meUy who be¬ 
have rationally to aU tbn rest of the worlds 
will show a temper to their wives^ which can 

b 6 compared only (0 laadneis.—Even when 
it does not go so fai, it is particularly ignoble 
in a man to treat his wife harshly, since both 
the laws, and her sex render her dcfencelefs., 
1 should thcrcfoic support any woman, 
m a se^^aiation from her husband, when he 
renders hei miserable, either by his temper,. 
01 any other opccies of bad u^agC.” 

« 

Upoif Sir John’s saying this, Sir Robert 
rose, and going aciof'i the lOom to^Ornviilc, 
asked, li he knew how the - election 
was hkcly to go ? 


This gave a turn to the cont^ersatiou, and 
a few minutes, aflei Sir Robett, m ho had only 
to make a morning visit, t^k lmo» 


D«KeM|ffr«l 


90 hUmhath prevented Constantly 
f hs the coaikuilision, and slic 



ceired that be felt uneasy at this last speech^ 
of her father’s; but it was with particala^ 
pleasuro slie heard it made before him; as 
m was 111 perpetual dread of bis relapsing 
pito his former tyranny, aod now hoped that 
tbc knowledge ofher father’s seotimenis would 
secure his good bcbaT>oflL« 


mm 



WiTH much pleasure Constantia saw hct 
brother an nibabitant of the Abbey. ]lis last 
visit had been so agreeable, that she hopi^ 
his company would again afford much satis* 
faction to her father and mother,, and prevent 
the deprefsion of her spirits from being ob« 
served. ^ SlicHattcrcd herself, the reformation 
which she had been told was taking place in 
his manners, was now displaying itielf in at* 
tentlon to his father and mother, and hoped 
the sole purpose of bis visit was to be with 
them. 


sbe was not long permitted to hidulgc 
ftgreeable a hope* ' He very ioon took an 
opjilQrtdnhiftelling her he bad come to the 

btistneft; that he wished 
to mil conrersadon .with her alofte>^ 
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vben sb6 eould be quite at Insure, and de- 
wred that she would meet him in the library 
'After supper^ when the family retired fur the 

Wt. 

I 

She promised to do so, and pa(scd the in¬ 
termediate time in anxiods conjectures about 
the busioefs he had U> speak of. She could 
hardly suppose be meant to employ her again 
fin soliciting money from liis father j yet oould 
not imagine any other subject on w bicli he 
oould wikh to converse privately with her. 

V After suppbr, when the company separatcO, 
abc repaiicd to the library, where, iu a few 
minutes, she was followed by her brother. 

When he came into tho room, ho shut tlic 
door eaicfally, after looking anxiously lound 
to see if any persoij was there except herself} 
lie then «at down brfore the fire, which he 
looked at intently, add began to stir, without 
speaking. 

• Constaiiti^saw, fro^ the peculiar ^preftiou 
tfliis countenance, that Bomfl thlogAiaftHito nft 





u 

•ecupicd hU miu4# a&d vr^ltedi in siicni cx- 
pcctdtion, to heix he had to tay. 

Afiei an interval of some romutev, ho told 
1 ki> thAt liH principal «flrt.md to tiio Abbey 
Wtti to tuk u favour ot itot\ 

** I shall bo happy,** aniweiod Constanua, 
to do ^ou any favour in niy power.** 

** It lb cei tainly in your power,” lojoined be, 
Lo do me n >c)y cfbential one, and I bo^ 
to 6nd }ou hate the inchnalioii lo oblif^me ' 
bflt I nHiat own, that, on ilio hist view of thU 
bubincib, I cannot e\pect yovn^ cheeiful con* 
cut rend? with my wiblieb.” 

** It will cei Uinly be my indmatioA to obhga 
tou,** ictuiiwd Constants, ** if— 

She hesitate d— 

” not afraid>** jnterrgpte4 he> ** that I 

bavO aqy lotention of tioubling you with 
peoaniarj iHttbairafsskeoti.-^tbe matter I an 
to speak oif ts of muoh higher importance j 
and I requttit that you will fisteo patiently 
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what I have to say, without aUowing yoav 
fediDgs to prejudge my cause.” 

* I shall Tisteo ,'With aJl the patience and 
attention you can desire.” 


** You must likewise bear in mind, while I 
speak, that the hivour I expect from you may 
be of the utmost consequence to my hap* 

pineft.” 

He paused, while Constantia waited, with 
pxtreme cuiiosity and anxiety, to know .o 
what this prepai'ation led. 

I 

** You, must know,” resumed he, ** that t 
have been, for some time, tbioking of marry¬ 
ing ;—find I cannot be happy without a 

wife.”* 

4 

** It gires n|M^ tite greateib pleasure to bear 

s » 

you say so,” answpred Constantia. 


* It is to promote ibis design**' proO^nded 
he, ** that 1 now wish for yournfiiittBaoe.'* 




plied she eagft^y. 


re-‘ 


<?«,• ■ 



<< hq s g ^^MW ^ mucft^ m your 

power; but) we the' 

T u • 

means.—In choosings eiwife/there are nunv 
berl^s things to 
mental kind of womaj^^W'^ddld recommend, 

might give ine a damned deal of tiTpuble to 

♦ ♦ * ► 

obtain; whilst there may be some,^iB fhei 
circle of fashion, I should like well ^ei^l^b^ 
who would be too ready to snap at^joly 
and^^statc, without any r^ard to qa^^'perwnv 
My .Inject is to avoid , both these kind of wo^ 
men><^d«to marry a girl, pretensions 

* S ^ ^ * 

being moderate, would accommodate hersolf 
to my humour in every particular. 


r/: 


I shoum think)' 
map, who.parried you 
do so.” 





«« % 


f^oidu 



lot so' 

«wa' 

my wife 



* 


f 


^ majrlmaglDe. An 
is caajly found ; and Ek 

rJfe. V'' 

ionsdile amuses 
iy resign them jrr* 
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“ Th?rc is no occdsioa for your mari 3 nng 

ft gay woman,” 

# 

Sliould I bfl HtQoh febtter « hh one w ho lias 
been gravely «*<iucated ? I. ni afiMid ^ho might 
be very squcainisb'ftUout bomu uf u\y views 
and habit»; yet it is ftbsoltitcly necefhary to 
niy hdppincfb) that my wife should, in ail 
things, accord to my wiblies. Aichough still 
young, a caulers manner of living, v\itU hcic- 
ditary gout, iu\c impaiicd niy coiibtiluiion; 
I am fretiuoutly ill, and find t'at I icquiio 

* the fund attentions ofa uoinan wiio will pUcc 
her happmefb in studying mine.” 

'** Certainly: You cannot otherwise be 
happy.” 

, ** Yet, to find such a woman, is a very diffi. 

cult businefs. Marriage is a pecarious 

0 

'riicre IS no kaowing the dispositions of wo-». 
men, until they aie tried; rad you aie suffi* 
eiontly aware, that haj^ioefs ought set to be 

* rashly hazarded io tbo married state,-—At all 
events, some advantages most td ways be socri- 



'iaced for the otJwr«^*^Wfro«not oh*^ 

^in every thiDg We detirc.’* 

** Wliere, Hastings) de you mean to look 
for such a woman as you would cbooM V* 

It is so difficult to »y where a good wife 
may be found, that 1 should relinquish the 
thought of it, in despair, did 1 not already 
•know a woman, who, I think, suited to make 
jTic happy i but } ou will have objections to 
her, which it may not be easy to remove.” 

** If she is suited to make you Jhappy, I 
<)hould not imagine 1 could have any objec* 
lions to faer^tbat are material.” 

“ None, I coiifefs, that arc of any Weight 
with me; but the prejudices of the world are 
not easily combated i—you must be strongly 
iiiffctcd with them; and therefore*< expecw 
fiom you, at first, opposition to my choice; 
but when you have well considered my situ¬ 
ation, I fhall expect, your good sense, 
and affection as a sister, that compliam e with 
my wishes, which your reuOQ at 6rst may not 
exactly accord.”* 


** You excite mysorpwse and curiosity.’* 

** Your surprise will cease when I tell you» 
that the girl I wish to marry^•~bas—has been 
fur some time my^ mistrels.” 

At these words Copstantia*b countenance 
betU 3 ed strong emotion, but she made no 
leply. 

“ I am not surprised ” said her brother, 

that you are disconcertedit is natural 
that yOu should be so. You are taught to view 
thlugb through a very narrow medium, wbicb 
is ceruinly proper, Tlicie would be an end of 
the just privileges of man, were ^omen pen- 
anitted to relax in tlicir notions of chastity 
but there is* a point, Constuntia, at which 
our strictnefs in this particular should stop, 
and 1 Mwuld call it prejudice, if you refuse te 
sya ahiiable whman, who is solicitous to repair 
her errot'a, the pardon ftnd encouragement she 
desert ea.—Sially CusUfib, the girl I have been 
speaking of, novel had loy advantages of edu¬ 
cation till I took her; she was a peasant's 
dauglitcr, a mere country girl when the waa 
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seduced, aud» notwithstanding her misfortune, 
is extremely deserving.” 

Ornvilie t)aused, expecting Constantia to 
reply, who immediately sai^, ** If she is de< 
serving, Hastings, and you have seduced her, 

I have no hesitation «sn saying you ought to 
marry her,” 

1 did not say T bad seduced her, but I 
Tound her young in oHcnce; she is yet little 
-older than yourself, and has lived with me 
some time. 1 am much indebted to her for 
tha attentions she paid me during the 
dangerous illncfs I had in spring,-"it was 
then 1 first knew the charm of female tender- 
^icfs. Till that period 1 had neyer thought of 
marriage as an agreeable state; on tbe con¬ 
trary bad ^istiked it, and believed 1 should 
never marry but for an heivbut nieQ vary 
'with their circamstances; 1 am become cx- 
cefsively tired of the difsip.Ued fife I have led, 
altl. 4igh I do not regp^ tbe career 1 have run, 
as it has shown me what it could afford. 1 
juiglit never otherwise, perhaps, have been 



coDteiHoA ^tfa'dtasabar Ufe-foedltata, irhich* 
iU-health renders neceTsarv*” 

OrnvUJa again pauandi tfst Coostanlia re* 
^mained silent. 

** Sally CuiliSs,” reemned be, “ is just the 
fit wife for a person in my situation. I can 
I'uii no risk in marrying her, as I know what 1 
have to expect, and am certain she will be a 
thousand times more scjicitous to please mG,> 
than any other woman I'Could have.** 

, Constantia perceiving l)e again stopped in 
expectation of her speaking, asked in what 
w^y lie tbougfit it would be in hor ^wer to 
promociB lu8 marriage ^ 

** Attend,” re{died be, ** while I explaih to 
you m;^ views. 1 shall own to you, that in 
niy'own miud, my marriage with &dly is ab¬ 
solutely fixed; but it will take place sooner 
or later, as circumstances may direct, hly 
design, at present, is to» delay it some time, 
in the hope of bringing my father and mother 
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to Qgree to iiti Ofiia it b In thek «(>n- 

sent, tb&t 1 look fot el^stancn from you. 
Vou hare muob in0uence with them, and 
ought to employ it In reobnciliog them to the 
measure for tlieir own takes, as well as mine. 
Since my marriage with Saliy will certainly 
take pidce> it i& <lekiral)Ie> in many views, that 
it should appear to be made with their con¬ 


sent ; it will save them a great deal of uselefs 
!i«;^tion, and silence at once the objections of 
otlwN If protected by iliem, she will immc- 
diateI^i^<Vell received in the world, which 
] wish foi her sake more tlian my oWn. To 
mo it n a matter of indiffererltc what is* 
thought of my marriage;—whether Sally is 
my wife iSr inistrefs, my {dace in society will 
bt' exactly the same; and in aane respect I 
should be a gainer by keeping ber in the latter 
station, for it would rid m} bobse of a nnihber 
of fuolishbabbling women, Who aro the tovnont 
of a married man^s lifb* 1 have, Imitever, 
various inducements to inifriy, and if you will 
in West ygurhelf for bef with my father uiid 
' mother, you will lay htb under a lasting ob¬ 
ligation.” 
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**'l hope,” said CdnsUEhlie, ^oti will not 
danre {no to gWe an mrinediate answer to 
yonr proposal. The snbjo^ is so new and 
impoitant, that I cannot instantly determine 
what I ought todh, batl shall deliberate upon 
it well, and soon let you know the result.” 

« Do so i it IS all I can at piesent desire. 
Consider the subject well, and 1 dare say you 
will be sensible, that as matters aie, the best 
thing that can be done is to bung my father 
end mother to my wislics.—Peiliaps you may 
think my conduct inconsistent with the opi> 
nions I held out to you in May, when Irepro- 
bated the idpa of your making a poor mar¬ 
riage; but you must remember the gieat 
difiererjce ofVur situations. You sink to the 
station of ^our Imsbaud $ my wife ribes to the 
level of minewe may, therefore, with gi cat 
propriety, puisue an opposite line of conduct. 
Men have necefsarily great privileges, and 
theie arc many lustances of thou mistrefbes 
having been well reoeli^ in society, as soon 
as they acquired tlie tM^e bf wife. I'his I't a 
mi cuinstancc which will have much wciglit 
#tth my mother; 1 am more afraid of my 
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diutplinabtion than bet's; And Mr$. 
AUacffpe** 1 reckon upon a* certain, which I 
regret ohiedy, because I know ^ou will ea(q|^ 
suit her.” 

** Mrs. Almorne will uerer interfere iiQ* 
properly in youf uil^rs.” 

** No, no; the interference of fsTOurites is 
never improper; thoir influence, however, nay 
be dangerous.—It is much to be regretted. 
Constants, that you have not been a iitt!|e 
more in the woild, aud leGi with Mrs. Al- 
more. She should live in*a world of her 
own creation; her quixotic notions are not 
fit fdr the region sho inbidjits.” 

** If her notions shouiu tail to oo good, 
they cannot, at least do baiixi.'* 

** You are tnirtsdien; they may ao more 
barm than yva att capable of knowing. Yom 
“ will not beheV^^, but it is ucvei thelefs certaifl, 
that you ir# Id^tooCe danger of suflerlng &oq 3 
the learned edtiCation she has given you, tbah 
you can ever do by the society of such women 

C 2 
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a$ 'Sally CusHfife. Sally Is ftd wnUble girl, 
vfho, the moment she was releaMct from an 
yitfhat»py utuation, was sU that man coflld 
but there is no calculating the mischief 
troich literary knowhtf^ may do you.—'It is 
indeed to be feared, that the progrefs Htern- 
tore is making among women will be their 
ruin; the moment they pafs the bounds of 
knowledge convenient for tbeir place in so- 
cidty, adieu to all our comfort in them !~- 
Qatter far they should be kept in profound 
igOforanCe, than o*er-&tcp the point, which 
them chaste, obedient, and dtscrccl.'* 


OmviHc stopt* but Constantia did not 
reply ; and after a few minutes silence, she 
asked if ho had atiy thing fiai ther to say ^ 


** Nothing,’* replied he, “ but to repeat 
my request that you will corisidci my situa< 
tiun well, before you think of opposing my 
design. Hcmember, that opposition cannot 
prevent it, but acquiesasfiCQ may save us all 
much vexation.—<You iiaveiUown, Constantia, 
that you are httlc disposed to make any iu^cri- 
ficc of your own mcltnatkni respecting mup'^ 
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ri^eshow Abo, ihAt you |b»ve sooAo cod- 
sidoTA^on for mioe. It is<my inten^ou to 
romajn li^ere a few days, to prepare ray 
aud mother, as well as I can^ to rccetye nMjl 
proposal graciously^' aod I hope you will <^n< 
sent to iufortn tbeui of it as soon as I leare 
Ornviliej till tlfrn 1 wish them to know no¬ 
thing of iho matter/* 


She promised they should not, and tbsn 
left him. 



WbHit, 



CHApflife IV. 


O^ONsTAKTiA parted from her brother in a 
n)p|t disturbed and embarral^d alate of mind, 
reflection, during a aleeplcfa night, did 
oti ttend to rehere. Sho felt it wob impoibible 
to iatm a deci^ire opinion of hia conduct, 
witibut knowing more of Sally Cualiflb's 
hirtbry and character, than she could expect 
to do from him; and were she evert informed 
of it, she did not think it was a can in which 
4Mt«'00gbt to trust her own jddgmeat. Her 
fn'it carci^ therefore, was to inform Mrs. Al- 
itiorne of the conversatioB sbB'lwi bad with 


her brother, and reque^ as tp the 

conduct she sbooid purstw^ 


Mrs* Almorne beurd her VieHlion with con¬ 
cern, but Without surprise, and |sked vhbf 



ftlie hort«lf ibOQght it vroald be proper to 
do ^ 

** Never” replied CenstantU) waeIlo 
much at a iofs in forming an opinion > it is a 
vei) unhappy affair, yet tf Sally is amiable and 
more uofortunato than blamablc, we ought 
not, perhaps, to oppose his marrying her; 
but I am sensible I should say nothing without 
knouing her history.” 

“ It is in my power to inform you of it,” 
said Mrs. Atmui ne, on the authority of your 
Im other Frederic. When he tias here iii 
September, some ioqpines 1 made emtHf 
Hastiiigl, led him to tsM mo he fcarod^lie Vfljll 
in danger of m.iking an impiqopor njetviage; 
and upon roy ui^uiiing farther, he ii>fot*dted 
me, that during the illoefs Ilattings 
spring, he saw S^y Cuslifle attenditigi him, 
and was then JMSquainted wiUi her his^ 
tuiy, aa it bad bees i^ren to iiasth;fg| by 
"lersell. 

She is the 4M|$bter of a mechanic, wbi} 
i^bkewise pursued tbo occupation of farm* 

C4 







Iftg. Abtafc eighteen raenths ’the vms 
Mnidoed by a geut(eaian» and the dispUaiure 
*of bet fNends on the occasion was so gfeat, 
induce her to oder herself, through the 
medmtD of a edi^ftiem friend, to another 
%Milcaiaa.*‘ 


“ TTiit is a strni^c account/* interrupted 
Con&tantia; ** her conduct must have been 
Mciy blamable, or her friends unpaidonably 
severe in showing such displeasure as could 
'‘'induce her to leave them * at ali events, she 
^lottld hare sought another place of refuge.** 




'Iv 


).** gentleman," reauraed Mrs* Almorne, 
^ i!o i^hom she ofiered herself, earned her to 
tilWD, Wl^re he soon consigned her to ano> 
tW, with whom &be resided n lew munths 
before he went abroad. She then applied to 
a MtraT Snake, for admittance into her house, 
but Mrs. Suake found it Jbore for her interest 

the moment, to placd^r^ with Hastings, 
with whom she has been ttiout nine months. 

. Uo has lately become so hor, as to find 

bor oecefswiry to his comfbrt, and wisbei to 



■»»>* 

Mcarjt }m AORtiooamo,wiA bin, is w«U Mto 
gratify her ambition hy BH^lag ber hu vife; 
for tbe idol of mairiaga, Fredarie sayv o^- 
natod WiUi bar. Hastings spoke fteefy «f k«r 
before be suspected he cookl think of hor as a 
vHe; otfaermse it is probable he vould hare 
endeavoured to coHbeal ber story»which is now 
too well known to be supprefsed.” 

* 

** What an afflicting story is this^ my deaa 
Madam!—1 am aware of tbe pity and forgive- 
nef^ due to many of tbe unfcwtunate viotiins d! 
prdstitution; but what ought 1 to think of a 
Woman, who prefers a state of ]^ostitutioii> lb 
a hfe of innocent induMry ?’* 

** I confers, Sally is not one o^tbe nafot-^ 
tunate females, who has ipaob to pity.** ^ 

- s 

4 * ^ 

** Did Fredejrick tell you more of bar 

He said tliat Hastings bad been at much 
pains to improve ilt consequence of which 
her behaviour, ^tAi £rst view, is isugMiag; 
but it soon apl^n that hor manoSH' am 

Ci 






TUlgar» aftd h«r apwity mean; nor baft he 
been able to discover any thing engaging ia 
her di»t>ontion. The attentions ibe pays your 
hrbd)6r> may proceed so much from self- 
inteiestj duit nothing can be thirty interpreted 
from them; but Hastings believes they spring 
solely from a^ctioo, end does not even ap» 
])ear to suspebt they can be mduenced by any 
other motive.” 


** The meannefs of her capacity,” said Con> 
^flftantta, ** might be regretted as precluding 
much hope of lier unpiovement, but were it 
better* 1 sbodld still have no hesitation in say- 
ttg. tbit 1 hope 1 shall never see bei. The 
'*vho ^ her age, could think of going 
yoluntaf^ into the bouse of a Mrs. Snake, 
'liiscofets/in my opimoti, a debasement of 

character, from wmibh 1 must ever recoil.” 

$ 




f 


Mrs. Almornc did no^mwer, and silence 
ensued, till ConstanWm^, if she thought 
there was any cbdnce|9| hU bding prevailed 
on to abandon his de»Mi ^ 




** I fear not,” repUid Mrs. AJmoroe j ** ik 





•m 

ivHI not, pt lewt| be e5b9te4 hj any reaeoniog 
Cfti the subject i for it Um been so long Jq bU 
TDind, that he has probably re6aci^d Hftflll qn 
its consAquences. Indeed, froip whatiF^*'^ 
dericjc told roe, I was led to suppose, the tiut 
time he was here, that be bad come with the 
intentlou of proposing it.'* 


** I see now, howerer,** said Constantsa, 
that he came, at least, with the intention of 
smoothing the way to it, by potting my father 
and mother in good humour with him* I was 
surprised, indeed, that be appeared to bavi 
ro sinister motive in view, and attrdiuted ^ 
to his being reformed.” 

** A great change has ceitainly taken place 
of late in his manner of living} prbbably the 
joint ofiect of bad health, pecuniary dl&iulr^ 
ties, and attachment to Sally.” 


f’ 

** 1 cutreoi; yott to i\}]vise me bow I pugbt 




^ ** On this owie^, 1 wish yoa to be your 
own adviser. Jtisnot a point wfaicdi roqulies 


C S 



P iwirt'V ’ 

nhtf #cl of >«f3rpertftnee; uilm penned. 
5<4 be left to the dktstes of ytfttt 

Ming and jodgment.’* 

** Were I actiag for mjMf alone, roj de< 
irinlou woaid be easy; but, for my father and 
Biotber’fi sake, 1 must bu cautioM how I be> 
have to bun.” 


** For their sakos, you cannot be too can- 
tions; but still 1 am not afraid of leaving you 
to act as you think proper. and the iefs he 
Supposes you are directed by me, the moie 
dho will be pleased. Your opinions will not 
-^nd, if he believes them your own; and 
Although you canudt hope to alter his design. 


you may be able to induence his mode of con- 
ft. 

ought not to refuse informing my 
r and mother, lest should adopt a lels 

of (^ouiUhleacion.'* 

**JTe cciteinly would u^but you may, if 
^ou please, tdl him, tbotpagreeable to him, 
1 shall take the charge of inforipiug them, u 




f my pt<^th)y do H to nMe Bditntoge 
■ you.” 

** Hotr kind this is! If any person catk 
soften luofa pidoful intelligence, you arc the 
person. But if you undertake to be his 
agent, hovr will they be made acquainted 
witli Sally's story ^ I know you cannot ofter 
to serve him, with the intentihn of giving 
them, at the same moment, infoimatioiuw 
that would disappoint him.” 

1 shall certainly conceal her history, that 
1 may faithfully perform thetrusll undertakd*,. 
but no bad consequences are to be appre> 
bended from the conceidraeot. Your &tLier 
uUl not, lam persuaded, actwrithoAtmaking 
inquiries, which be will not put to me, from 
supposing I know nothing moie than Hastings 
has told you.” 

1 thought^ lately, f could not feel more 
acutely; yet now^ there is no affliction which 
could direct myfl^ Alone, that I would not 
gladly suffer, fco^vwt from my father auj 

iDOtber this |)cavy stroknH” 



“ Th«y must sufier from the ilMr of it, but 
it nmy neTor uke f^ace. Tbeir opposUioo 
pofsibly induce your brother to relinquish 
or, from the chapter of accidents, 
circumstances may arise to prevent it. In- 

m 

dulge this hope \ but,.at the same time, re¬ 
flect maturely on what you ought to do, that 
there may be nothing in your own conduct to 
regret. If you cturcfuUy revolve the subject 
in your mind,,views may arise, which at 
sent you do not think of. On every difficult 
occasion, 1 may almost say, on every occasion, 
deliberate well before you act; for, as yet, 
^ou cannot he aware how very different things 
will often appear, after long consideration, 
firoffi what they do on the first or second 

view.” 





CHAPTER V. 


^3rn«ille pafiiftd four days at the Abbey• 
Bfid no food lovei ever strove with more as> 
aiduity to please his mistrefs, than he did to 
accommodate himself to the wishes of his fa- 
tier and mother. 

His manners were usually haughty, insoieM, 
and overbearing ; he talked ]pud, in an au¬ 
thoritative toiiei with uo deference, and lutle 
consideiation for others ’-^-now ho was quiets 
complacent, obhgiog j solicitous to cq^verse 
on subjects that were agreeable to faisfiieuds, 
to coincide in their opfbions, and to adapt 
himself to their MingA 

Sir John ^vat pibised; and ventured 
hope, as he had twice af^peared in so favour¬ 
able a point of view, that tune was beginning 



'It ^ ' iMUfH. 

to RNdiorate fai< dispotltioo.^Lady OMviUe 
tras ebanoed, and pemiaded herself that 
Kasthigi was at last eyerjr thing that could be 
iridied. 

k 

But Constantia) who knew the cause of 
the eitraordinary metantoi phosis, was shocked 
by it. She bad bitheilo endeavouied to find 
some apology for the disagrccablenels of his 
fluomers, in the persuasion that early and 
long indulgence had rendered him, in some 
measure, unconscious of their effect, and in> 
capable ofalteiingthem ; she now saw that, 
although nbt one gentle or generous feeling 
bad erer been able to restrain his bebariour, 
self-interest could etnapletcly transform it: 
mid the,iiK)re>ljo seemed capable of render¬ 
ing himself agi ccable, the more she became 
disgusted. 

* 

She ruminated much on his intended mar¬ 
riage : upon Its rcMofi, as well as immediate 
consequences, and erdry way it was dis- 
treCdng in the extreme. (She feared it would 
gite a moi Cal blow to the peace of her father, 
and would kill her im>tbcr.~'Co attempt cka- 



« * » MiT Ml 

% 

soiling*wtiU bfaa on tbe suliject^ she bd^ved 
>79:$ Tuto; to luppHcate appeared eqaaHy 
iisclefsbut at length it occurred to 
that though be could not be induced to re¬ 
linquish bh tnairiage, he might pofiibly be 
prevailed npon to delay, or conceal it, till the 
deatli of hit parents ;*and this the resolved to 
pioposc to him. 

The night before his departure, he again 
sought a private conference with her, after 
supper, in the hbraiy. 

9 

When they met, be regardcdHier, a few 
moment'), with an anxioiis inquisitive eye, as 
H he wiiUod to penetrate her sentiments be¬ 
fore she doclatcd them; anti theq ashed, 
what bad been the result of her ddiiberaCiotis f 

You did not expect,” answered Const^ia, 
** that I should cheerfnli/ ooecur in your 
wtsbes: bat I wifl > promtso to communieate 
them to my fetbep «hd mother, without at- 
tempting to bias in the smallest degree 
agaimi them.” 



4 



HOKt^ 


** Well—that ii, perhaps^ at ttiucb ai 1 pan 
daure firom you at preaeat} and it is oot a 
tride: for, were yoa toe^prefs the repug¬ 
nance, which, I dare say, yoQ Ibel to my mar- 
iriage, it might be sufficient to desti oy any 
inchnation they may have to gratify tny 
wishes. Will you promise, then, to take the 
first opportunity, after roy depaiturc, to in¬ 
form them of my design 


** Do you mean that I ^ould speak of it as- 
a fixed resolution, or only as a measute that 
you wish 


** 1 mean that you should speak of it, ,as a 
measure whifih 1 1^1 be extromcly avej|lie to 
take, without tbw consent, but caimot be 
induced to abandon, as 1 am oQOvinoed It ts 
iVeceisary to my hdppmefH.’* 


^ As I have no doubt you Save thoroughly 


reflected ou its conaequences, it may, per¬ 
haps, be unneceisary to difouis the 

subject with you forther|, ^an as n regdids 
them; but for their sakds, give me leave to 


a few questioQh** 



ffOMtl 
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** As you teU me your situatiou is at pre¬ 
sent agreeable, could yoU not postpone your 
marriage during the life of my father and 
mother, since you must be sensible it will be 

t . 

extremely distrofsing to them V\ 

n>s 

p. 

^ ** There is an objection to delay, which 
even you must think insuperable* I hope to 
have children, and it would be unpardonable 
cruelty to them, to postpone my marriage till 
after their birth.** 


€$ 


^ M^y privately then, atid conceal yout 
marriage while my father and inotherlite.” 


9 -•' •—- 

^may expect a long 
ise, it is^of importance to 


** That would not answer my views. My 
father is far from aged j a healthy, temperate 
man of sUiy-two 
but were it odierwisej 
^ly to be introduced into* society by 
father and mother. If they choose to coun* 
teaanco my wife, whatever she may be, the 
world will follow their example. My &ther 
hu great influence with many clafses of 



HOSOI. 

he poiMes foitpiw> which i»- 
eUbugh; Ar a man of fortnnc, who ic not a 
biocicohead or a coward, may do with iinpu< 
nity almost any thing he pleases ;>-bat he 
has likewise other claims to coosideration. 
Many persons ate greatly obliged to him; 
others fiom his LnoVn gonoiosity expect to 
bo ap; a few, perhaps, arc disinterestedly 
atuebed to him; and all who know hioif 
have a high opinion of bis understanding and 
worth. His example therefore, wiU be con¬ 
sidered as a rale of conduct to others; so that 
iiutnad of waiting for his ilScease, I should 
aoxiou^y seize the period of bis life, to pro¬ 
secute my design.” * 

i 

he should positively bis 
eanaeot, would you still persist in intea- 

y 

Undoubtedly; and should perhaps obtain 
more from hu regard to bis own interest, than ^ 
from adectioQ tor me. He knows that 1 must 
inherit hb estate, and represent hb femily, 
nod he cannot be indiiferent to the credit of so 
Aooieat and henoucabb a house «■ kiia 'Htp 

i is » 
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l^ity of ^ caanot in propeity wjp-” 
ported if my wife it not fotpeoted} -and that, 
when he knowe that I am married, he wUl 
soon probably, becoaie as anxious to earaiah 
her defects^ 8» 1 could be myself; but it would 
be much better if he could be reconciled to 
her before, than after marri^.” 


** If he is not before, I hardly expect he 
^Ui after: bo is steady when he h convinced 
he is right,” 


** I confefs I ri)ould despair of bringing hini 
to my purpose, did I not rest much hope cm 
my mother’s influence with him; tind I expect 
that she will at first oppose, and soon after 
cou&ent to my wuhes. 1 have s^en ber so 
often weary or worry him into complianoe 
wkh ber humour, that 1 eau hardly despair of 
gaining auy point on which ^ sets her hca!;|^ 
lie has long indeed, been Mhrible of die im^ 
propriety of yielding to lier ftgainst bis jndg‘;|. 
^ ment, but bg cannot be expected, *tbat be will 
on every occasion oppose her eflectoidly.” 


{ 

** I have littie ^oubt that she will saorifleo 





• ^ 


r # ^ 

** $he wtU be afraid of tba eeioMre of the 
world, but that is oti]y to be fearad for a 
while. Uncommon maniages are merely the 
wonder of a day i the elrcumbtances of them 
are then forgotten aqd friends cease to think 
of them, if tliey find it convenient to do so; 
for on su^ occasions as on most others, peo¬ 
ple act more from inclination than principle. 
We daily see marriages pardoned that deserve 
forgireiiefs much lefs than mine; marriages 
for ifeXamplc, with women who have tmt only 
failed in chastity, but have betrayed their 
own husbands, or misled the husband of ano- 

4 

tbci i ^’et we cannot blame relations for par¬ 
doning the men, who many such Women 
they ure'ofieb lofficiently sensible of the eoor-, 
mit^, ai^ suffer for il severdy; but they 
know, that however wrrtU^i the Character, 

tlie marrb^e cannot be’^^ifttdred, add feel it 
would be dreadful, to punish a man for life 
for a single act pi imprudence. You very 
jret|uentfy Indeed, bear relations ebsdemned^ 
when they do not forgive the Aioat unjusti¬ 
fiable marriages, merely because they conuot 
be remedied; and thus you see, Constanda, 
the excuse for lenity in such cases, springs 



'IftM*. ’ll 

from tile iety n^tiire of ibe marriege in^ 
scitucbn.’* > 

ConstantiA dtti not answer, an4 after a 
short pause, Ornrille proceeded. ** That my 
fother and mother's jpndo may however, fall 
easily, and tlieir notions of decorum be satis¬ 
fied, I should not object to then refusing to 
see my wife at first, provided they receive her 
aftei a decent time ts allowed for resentment, 
in the usual style of such things.*’ 

** I cannot help thuikuig,” replied Con- 
sttntia, ** that you would Iponer obtain then 
consent, if you did not appear determined to 
act witbt^ut It, and it will certainly be much 
lefs painful to them uot to hear^f >otii design 
at first as unalterable.” 

« I have cooudered the matter weli^nd 
am clear they ought no^ to be allowed any 
hope of efibetiog a change m my intentions, 
for it would only lead to uselefi altercficion 
and inconvenient delay; bcsideii, that inevi¬ 
table distrefics aic always easiest submUteiT 



I *1 f. 

^ V)i 

1 I ftn 90 vaty much ciuiBed for 
^ 'thojr may auffisr, that 1 entreat you uriU 

r mit the iatelHgence to be given them 
the gentlest manner; I am persuaded it 
cannot injure your interest,” 


** To oblige you, I bay cede this point, 
although I differ from you so much, that I 
iiad once thoughts of marrying without their 
knowledge, as the best way of seltUi^ the 
matter. On reflection, however, I feared it 
might aggravate their displeasure, and 1 would 
not unnecefbarijy give them cause of ofleuce. 
Let tlieni flow tlien, hear of it at first, as 
my wish, and afterwards know it as my 
determination. But if I yield to your wishes 
in this jiartlcular, 1 shall expect the more 
consideraUon from you in others.’ I know 
X ma> depend on what you promise, and wish 
1 cgidd be equally secure of Mrs. Almorne*s 
dping Sally no harm with my father and 
ipother.” 


** You may be afsured she will leave tlicm 
[to act os they think proper; you know 

site is not disposed to obtrude her opinions dn 

■■ ■■ ■ ■ 

others. ’ 


liOt c« 
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Od Wicb an •cctBian^ Kn. 
lUenee will be u exprefidre the 
doqueot l&Qfifaage. Have you couRiIted the 
tage mooitirels V* 


« I have.” 


** And what adnce has she givQn you V* 

** NotM \ she says I ought to be gaided* 
by my own judgment.” 

** Amaeing generosity! when she knows 
she has wove your mind of such a texturef 
that she may be perfectly »c|rtaia of the 
robult.” 


I 


** You do bet injultice. YoU have gd- 
mitted the prejudices of the u orld arc against 
yous-“that It is even prbper 1 
infected lArlth tbetn; wh^ then refuse hCf 
credit she deserves in forbe^ng to streogti)^ 
pfejudices by admooitioosjr which dm 
knows would have weight^—Sb tar is she 

^ ip^ ^ 4 

from actlUg severely, that she qesires me to 

iell if 


» « I 





Mwlt tbtf of isforoiing vay fktber 
^IMli «notl)er» at it ^11 be in her power ta do 
, k ,10 mot0 Advantage than 1 cao pretend 

imo." 


Well, it must be confefbed there is a 
decent calmnej^ in her proceedings; 1 have 
always allowed she would be a tolerable cha- 
rdeter for Utopia. On tbis occasion, I i»hall 
ije very ghid to proBt from her friendship, 
for my father and mother, on whoso account 
alone, I know sho has made the oHbr; for so 
convinced am I of Iter disapprohatton of my 
i^tarrisi^e, thatlam certain, though tiicy i>hooki 
Tccoivc Sally fa,roiind»ly, she never vull.*’ 

I 

** If it should bo so, you cannot blame hoft 
sin^c it is plain that she will not bo buriicd , 
by feelrog, hut guided by judgment.^’ 

of what value is that cold-beartod 
tfhicb, in dehunce of esiery softer 
rigidly adliercs rtdea of con- 

m 

** It is certainly of value, sioce it can lead 




her to Mt impartially beMt^oen ym aA^' 
ftwher. Although yott twre her onfemy, 
if she lindertakM yoOr causa, ^oU majr he 
M certaio of her doing you perfect justice, 
as if you were her dearest friend. Is not tliii 
true vii tue ? 

** It is neither more norlefs than madnerk/' 

« Madnefs!’* 

<« Yesj—but don*fc be afraid for your 
oracle; there is no danger ^of her bel^g 
confined. You are too young to know it, 
butthcrc aie many people apporenlly rational, 
whoso conduct, iu pixtumlar points, can only 
be accounted lor by a i«in of mldnefs, and 
Mrs. Aitnorne is ptaiidy one of tbera.*' JDd 
you think her outrageous spirit of right^twJ 
nefs, and hiocrkant Idboor for the 
others, can proceed frgm sound intdlleciSj^' 

Constantia cast down her eyOs in sHehAi!'. 

OrnTiUe piocoedcd. ** Can you uagq^ 
such a deviation fiom tint ordinittj^ ooufse d 

pa 







» 4 lwel W 

rf ^iiusband 

metanebol^ 

a^ flew Idr reli^ to deeds pSi 
as 0$^. diaap^int^'wooiea turn 
^devotees.” ■ 




> 


, My fatW' t^^ae she' wa» the very 
vchu-acf;^ befojra the death <>f ^r hu 3 - 

^lC • * 

js thbugh tier >^eQeroua^ 
lirere aic^Adi^Jt tnore limited,” 




i^SQattoidy^t^wa tier crwine& was origU 

^▼e been atreiigthendd:^ 
Ho^^fiftVie4'J; I do not wish to d»r 
ttie.pifMty of,;;«utiVi^ 

[eM fiuki^VMra. 

• '*• - " V . 

tl^ li[^y peo|)U^ and I 
L !Qf J)er,.in totno'pard- 
^great-.jnr^-^fe" 

btio^t nS& tioi^d i t 
I, do her honour, a 
respect to th&imemo^ 
^Llaibrije.’* 



>.■ f. 
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vr 

**‘1 have beard, Hasthigs, iHjir attacliiQiil||E 
10 her hit&b<tnd, tvrined rocdaAtie nonsdb?; 
and twr goodnefi^ to the fallen poit of her KflKy 
oensured^as the encouragement of immorality. 
Ate we not too apt to judge of people's 
qualities as they aflTcct ourselves?” 

** That IS a very profound remark, Mifs 
Ornviilejt however, let me see that you re¬ 
semble Mrs. Almorne to the pomts most con¬ 
venient for me, and 1 sball leave ^ ou to ap- 
piectate her other qualities, as you think 
proper, l^ou say she is wiUmg.to undottak^ 
the o6Sna I designed tor you.” 


« «he is»” 


** Thdn I have only to request, the basinefs 


nay be ei)>edited without aD]|< ^hnecofi^y 
delay i and that you whi Ihttaatly 
the event.” 


« You may rely on my doing so.** 

■* *Tls well. I believe, ConAantia, yoi^^ 
uteiitioflil ate always very good, and if upoa. 





BOKS. 


^ QccAuoD yoa show inclination to 
me, 1 shall only sty you may depcQfl 
toy gnitittide.*’ 


She afsnrcd him he might trust to her 
being faithful to her promises; and after he 
iud lepcatedly enjoined her to he speedy in 
the performance of them, they patted without 
farther conversation 



H0Mr» 



CHAPTER VJ. 


X^ADV Oinville was so much dellglited wicti 
hei son’s visit, that for some days after his 
depot tiiro, she could speak of nothing else. 
Miu da ell on his cxpiclsions, exulted la 
tlio piopitcty ills beiuvioiur, aiid c'ccUicd, 
that she beheied he had only bcea led astijy 
by dihipatcd cou>paniou«, wboni, as soon 
as he should completely abandon, hi^ conduct 
Mould be iaulikls. 

She indulged so much innocent joy in thi* 
redcction, unsuspicious of the misfortuneitlMAi 
awaited hei, that Mis. Almornc ibonght k 
would be cruel, and found berself unaUe to 
destroy her satnfactioh, tdl her mind was a 
Lttle diverted to oUier objects. 

\ 

As Mrs. Almoioc knew that Sir ^ohn 

S)i 
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b^ave ivitji firmnelk whatever he ndght feel. 
Iff* intetitioD was to inform him first, tiiHt^he 
if be thought proper, commuiiice,te 
the ifitelligence to Lady Orovdlcj and, at 
toy rate, bo prepared to support her under 
it: but when she considered, that his distrefs 
ptight render him incapable of ioforunng 
her, with all the caution that was rccpiibite, 
idle re&olrcd to attempt it herself the first 
mOflient the could thinh favourable for the 
purpose. 


But in what manner to do it, she was es- 
tromely at a lofs. Slic knew it would afflict 
Igidy Ornvillc so severely, tiiat the utmost 
pare should be employed to bring her to » 
tofto of mind, that might, in some 4cgKe, 
Icfscn the shock: yet to do this without 


violating the integrity of her owp character; 

S taten the without appearing to re- 
ihmend a conduct she must dinpprove, 
itemed so difficult and painful a task, that 


'dhe despaired of being able to accomplish 
k ju the least degree to her owa satis* 
iftCtioiu 
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Tito time she oho^e for the attempt, was 
one morning wben a rain gire 

chance of interruption fiom mtors. 

John was engaged in bu iib^ar|f, Constant 
emjdojed in domestic ooocerdl^ and Mis. 
Almorne being quiedj se^ed with Lady 
Orovillo, began conversation with her by ob¬ 
serving, that her son's health appealed to bes^ 
much improved. 

** Yes,” replied Lady Ihit 

seems to be one of the happy e^cts of hi» 
reformation*'^ 


ft Do you never wish to eae him married, 
madam asked hire, Almomnr ** domottic 
engagements migiit effectuahy^pi event bis re* 
Ihpung into habits of difsipation.” 

‘t They migA'il but I fear be wiU»not, 
dunk of marriage, titi JM1* more edySoogti 

in life.** 

The indifferent bealtli be hat had of lafe, < 
may induce him to think of it tnuch soo^^ ^ 
dua he otherwbe would*” 



to I could tbiok iO! but 

l^tioga is veiry f4r froui « marrying man; 

must be veiy strong tfmptauous to 
' l|SK!upe bun ta think of it: few womeu ^ould 
please blm/’ 


** lie may bave talked so, but feir persons 
udbet c to the resolutions they foi m respect¬ 
ing marriage: yery frequently they act 
directly contiary to them.** 


Yea, yes, they find it necefsary to 
lower their demands in some points, but 
JIa&tmgb will be uice in erery particular. 
How many marriages bare I seen him laugh 
nt, that I could not find an objection to?'— 
4 know not where he could find a woman be 
would approve of.*' 


** He 1^ in n situation to dispense with 
* ^lypimy'advantagci that others may find neeijs- 



^ry; fortfne, fprexample, - should bje a? 
to him.** 


' I ** Yet, I haye heard him nyi that fisttune 
tlic only thing that coqliA ict^uce him to 
' IlWrry.’* 



mm*, It 

" The WMit of ik, howoTW, cobW not he 
an obstacle to Inil mamage, if lie chose to 
disregaid It} neither should liVMtof buth, 
the womaa lie marncs wiU use to lut rank.” 

** Tiue; but biith is, nevcitliclcfs) of much 
consequence; especially as pcofdc ubo want 
birth, uai*t connections; and goodconrieo- 
tions aie of qreat importance to hnppincfb.” 

** They aie vciy desirable, but >ou woukI»' 
not think the want of them sufficient to ptO'- 
Tcntyout son*s mau 3 ing a uonuu t.it he 
liked?” 

** If she ucre othcivirse a pibper wife for 
bus, 1 should not object to her, though bbe 
bod no connections at all; but nhen people 
of fashion niarry persons ta private life, they 
generally And them connected with low por- 
tKms, of whom they iSM^^be^ashomcdl & 
would make me exticmely unhappy to Hcei 
ITastmgs alwaj^s blushing for Ids uifc^s re> 
Rations/' 

Foatuonu^ people had an d&sy lcfQO^^ 
6 Ve 



tbfty^wDotbiBgofreUtimUyifrlioni 
}k i« not cooveaiftat to rfli&«isl»r/* 

I 

f* But can yoM» Madam) ^prove of that ^ 
|l‘ha^ often indeed, seen even mcAhen and 
Msterb nei^ected, because Hiey m ere inferior 
to their fine alUes, but I was ah\ ays shocked 
^ by such Want of feehogi Some people may 
^btnk It a lefb evil than Uie mottification oC 
ilieir vanity; but, thank heaven, listings is 
not a man to involve himself in such diffi¬ 
culties “ 


Thcic is no saying what difficulties a 
man mil not encounter for the sake of a 
ivomaD he is *foad of. Marriage is a con¬ 
nection eatiemely difficult to make with 
perfect satisfaction, and gieat sacrifices mast 
aomotimes be made on that occasion, os on 
gaithy otbera 1 am -couvmced, the being 
^jiM^plTy man ii»d would be of the utcaoM im- 
portaoco id i(bb of your loa*** 


** Nothing, certainly, could give me 
I pleasure; yet I hope be will chobbQ 
^Jpllridently; indeed, myoalyftar is that h» 
vil{ not choose at elk*’ 



*• Of fiwfj l may tiflBtaro to 
you, for I betieta bo tbinll* of marryiAg} 
but he may not choose a woowti that is qaito 
agreeable to you. You bare indeed be^n 
to Mogubirly fortunate in life, that it b 
bardly to be supposed you caa continue 
perfectly happy in evciy particulau/* 

** You alarm me, Mrs* Almorne; you w<- 
taiiily know oi some miprudont coimcctiOB 
he has in new.” 

I do know of liis being fsnd of a giil^ 
whom you would not appiovc o^loi hts wife^ 
but you must rofiect, that^maiiiage may be 
the only means of preventing tbai difsipataoo, 
which might,, in a short Ume, burry hist 
to the grave.” 

t 

** That is, indeed,' a eonudoKition which 
•ugbt to moderate ray demands; but tell Mm 
wiiy you think 1 would not ^iprove of the 

girl he IS fowd of? Who is she Whftt'b 
her name 


« CuiJilfo-”* 



\ 

CUfrlif$» tt a oarne of raoeot date; 
but there are reipectable people of the name." 

She has none of the advantages wc have 
been speaking of." 

** What! none of Uiem! 1'ell oic, Z 
hmccch yoUy all }ou know of her." 

** She is a farmer’s daughter/* 

% 

I 

** My dear friend," added Mrs. Almoriio, 
pentetratad nith compa&ion at the alteration 
^hc sa\>f in l^dy Ornvillc’s countcivaiicc, I 
entreat you to let reflection on the nunieroua 
hlofsings you tfnjoy, enable you to bear tins 
emgle trial in your lot witli fortitude." 

latdy OrovUlo made no answer, but sat 
4 witli a melancholy be- 

aspect, 

> 4 

' In a &w miautog, she said> 1 am ashamed, 
Mpdani, iliat you should leo thus dis- 
i—^you >vill surely oondemh roc, since 
s^ must be another Pamela vrhom Hastinga 
cMia thus koop to marry.** 



■ f»m. «« 

Uvf. Almotce, Dtifth as c¥amiiA 
her fcclipgs as she soaU afituno^, arsurcd hv, 
in the kindest manner, that she was far froqa 
condemning her, and most sincerely syai- 
pathiacd in her concern, though she ardemly 
Tviahed that she nould, for the sake of her 
family, as r»cll aa herself, make every effort 
in her power to support her distrefs, 

<< You think, tiien, his morriago certain 


It may never take place, bat be wishes it.*’ 

** If you do not disapprove his chbice, ( 
will be reconciled to it; for though 1 oanuot 
ahvays agree with you iu opinion, I am never 
M) much satisfied with myself as when 1 
(Jo.-^—But yoiu countenance changes 
1 fear you know more than you have told me, 
or j/ou, who respect virtue morp than any 
cicternal advantages, c^old not appear 
cU^urbedk’* 

Mrs. Almomp oould not •ininlediateiy 

OruviQe mixiously fUnreated 
to speak, and repeatedly boijured 



ply j—Lady 






mk' 


«• TheM a » eireoMUnce,** said Mra.. 
Aimorne, ** vrhK;h I kaow not bow to tell 



** What cireufflstauce > Yoa terrify me.’' 


“ It will give you much pain.” 

** Kill me at once» Mac)am>’—my fears are 
in&upportable.” 


** She lb fais mibticfb.” 


Lady Oi rivillc looked agha&t for a mtiiut' 
and tlten burbt luto a flood of teat i. 


When she had wept bitterly for some time, 
she turned to Mrs. Almornc, saying, “ J his 
i| a blow I did not expect-how wa> uiy 
proud heart humbled, by the idea of Ins 
IparryiDg an innocent country girl!-~->but 
tbis^mds it an ovil I know not bow to sup" 

C t; for he must either have been guilty of 
ucUoii> oc the IS. unworthy to be Ins 

Vjfc." 

Mrs* Aitnorne’s tears flowed with* Ijidy 
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OrnVille*8, hit she cetiid maiM oAueffl^ft 


console her j she had said oQ that siic could 
ut^ m mitigation of the affiiclion,-^he 
could go DO farther. 


Lady Ornville asked, if Sir John was in« 
formed ^ «iduing, it could only be by her 
son’s dosiic, that Mrs. Almorne could have 
giyen hei such painful intelligence. 

1 

>. Alnioinc ansiNeicd, that she had not 
\ct inioioied him. 


Tell him then,” said Lafly Ornvillo) 
befoie I see Inin .—I will letire,—niy own 
iuih..i is the pioper place for me;—the 
ji , 1.1 is paiuiul,- c\ti} object is tiansiormed.” 

’^lis. AUuoinc accompanied bet to her 
apartment, whcie she dusiicd the light might 
he excluded, and laid hersedf on her bed, sayv 
ing to Mrs. Almorne, site might truly tell Sir 
John tlut she was unable to sit up. 

Mra. Almorne sent for Constantia t6 lihN 



liOVB. 

tend dStid then went to &ir John to eoi!X4 
the VtOik i>he had undettaken. 


To inform bim^ she found a much shorter^ 
thou{(h not a lcf& painful task. At the brat 
word, be discerned khc bad disagi enable in¬ 
telligence to communicate, and begged to 
know immediaColy wiiat it u ? 

She replied, that she was aftaid to tell him 

abruptly, uliat must afllici bun cxcelsively 
to kno\s. 

^^Aftci these ^\oids, Madam,’* said bit 
John, **you cannot easily tell me woisc than 
fancy will suggest; eyeiy moment you arc 
silent, aggtava^es my uncasmefs.” 

Finding it impofsible to delay the com- 
mttnication wnh any adrantage, she gave 
litm simply and briefly tbe iidbimation hia 
sen wished bun to leceire. 

> 

^He listened in silence a countenance 
with emotion j and when she ceased 
speaking, fixed his eyes steadf^tly on the 



for some minutes. ^ then rose, 
and after talking two or three times acroft 
tho room, resnmed bis seat, and thus od- 
drefsed her. 

** I must know, Madam, more of this affair 
than you hare toid me. Irom my knowledge 
of iny son’s character, I am persuaded he 
would not Feature to proposesucbadauglitcr- 
indaw to me, without a prcviuus determination 
to marry iiot, whether 1 cho»e il or not* I do 
not, therefore, consider myself as now called 
upon to resolve, whother 1 shall promote, or 
prevent his marriage; but whcthei 1 shall rc-^ 
cetre her, or renounce him.—The alternative 
is a hard one; and before 1 decide, it is neces¬ 
sary that 1 should be .well apprised of the ciiv 
cumstauces of tiic case. Can you tell me how 
dio has become so interesting to him ? Did 
he seduce her, or has be been invmgkd hy 
ar4 

** He did uot sedhoe her; and I imagine he 
has become so fond her, from bad heidtb 
keeping him ^ubh at home, and making. 




his comforVjo a graat 
upoa her.** 


** His design af marrying her, however, i» 
extraordinary, tor he is not a man to make 
sacrifices •. vanity. Had he seduced her, I 
should ha\a wUbcdto befiieud her whatever 
I might ^'iiiik of him ; but now -ifr totjuii-es 
siagolar merit m her, to make bU proposing 
such a marriage pardonable. Hid he give 
C!on«t(uiixo any particulars you have oot mei^ 

iioiied to Die ?’* 


** Noue.''^ 

$ 

t 

** I must be better informed, and shall make 
his 8iste{ write to him for t>uch information as 
I desire. 1 know not if he will give it, but I 
sliall bear what he has to say before 1 seek 
ffgber means oS intelUgence ^ I nest beslow in 
sny decision, that 1 may bei|^Bt.-»Uufbsti> 
nate man 1 will lie never do any thing 1 can 

(improve. 

Jobti rose, and walkld quiakly acrof»tfae 
fSov; iutonreturoing, asked Mrs. Aliuorne^ 
if had informed bis wife i 



vmt* 


bin) she hud, and! ibftt she wd$ 
diatrefied. 


** She is infinitely more to be |^tied than 1 
am,” returned he; ** for it is Jong since I 
ceased to expect comfort in Hastings^ though 
I was not prepared for such an event as this. 

must go to her, she will require all the 
^consolation ve can give.” 
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‘CHAPTER VIL 


Sir John’s 'ilesire, Constantin wrote to 
her brother to inform him, that however 
trefsing his marriage with Sally Cuslitlc might 
be to his father uml mother, yet since lie 
thought it necefsary to his happinefs, they 
were williRg to sacrifice their inclinations to 
his, and receive her as his wife, provided 
it sbodld appear, that her conduct Before she 

jf 

lived with him, bad been such as would not 
render this improper, ll^as therefore re* 
quisilje that they should be fully informed of 
her lustory^ wliich could tdone cnabht ttiem 
to form a just opinion of her, or of the conse¬ 
quences to be expected from the connection; 
end desired that be would give them an ac* 
ectint of her family, education, and former 
habtts of life) and particplarly by what means 
Alt had become his mistrels. > 



'**9 

. '^0 ihftiie irH]uirieS; dictateil liy her fatb«r» 
Consluntu iiddcd every mfunn«ition he could 
expect from herself, coociudiog the whole by 
hinting* that her father would probably seek 
some other channel of intelligonee, if bis 
answer did not appear uifficicntly esplicit. 

m 

'\Vhile the answer to this letter was 
anxiously waned for. Sir John left notlnng 
tmdonc to soothe the roiud of Lady Ornvillc* 
llis unremitting endeavours, aided by those 
of hlrs^ Almorne, >^'ere not without uilcct, aod 
the repugnance she felt at first to the idea of 
iier son's marriage, diminished so far as some¬ 
times to allow her to think of being reconciled 
to n, if the accounts they received of Solly 
proved very favourable. 

Ornvillc's ansu'ec was some days longer in 
^-coming than was expected; which, by excit¬ 
ing his mother's fears for his bsaltb, softened 
' her ‘Still more to his wisliCsj but by Sir John 
his ulcnco was interpreted as a proof of bU 
.inability to answer.their iuij[uirics to his satis* 
faction. 

When a letter from him did arrive, it coil* 
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softitM represeDtation of 
cuIftrA be had gtyen Ifrederick, omk^ng only 
her intercourse with the femaie from whom he 
received hc^; fthd to the whole was added 
high encomiume of her character and conduct 
since she bad resided witli him. 

'Constantia, to whom this letter was ad- 
drefsed, received it when alone, and delirered 
it privately to Mrs. Almomc, who, resolving 
to lay nothing of it to Lady Ornville, till Sir 
John was informed of its dontonts, cat tied a 
immediately to bmi. 

Ho read if in much perturbation, and rising 
quickly, as Mon as be had perused it, quitted 
the room abruptly without speaking. 

. 

Mrs. Almorne did not see him again, till 
at dinner} the traces of deep sorrow 
OM his face, and she Observed^^that 
he did not eat, althougl^ he pretended to be 
bu^ with his knifo^and fork. 

^ I 

dinner, when Lody OrnviUo rose 
to withdraw, he gave Mrs. Almoroo a hiot 


thVypjrt 

appeared 



T 

to ^lov Mm to'liis utiiDji^jrooin, vber% 
in a fair minutes she went, ani found him 
walking in much agitation with bis son's letter 
in his luncl. 


I read this letter, Madam,” said 
he, ** it was not my intention to trust im* 
plicitiy to Its contents; I meant to seek from 
others, the information respecting Sally Cudiire 
which it was necefsary to obtain,—not merely 
because I suspected my son would endeavour 
to palliate her failings, but from the fear ut* 
his being himself deceived about her. He 
has, iiowevor, saved me the trouble of farther 
inquiry, for his own account is decUi\*e. It 
seems a candid one, for which 1 should give 
him much credit, did I not foat* her .^r^ it 
too well known to be concealed $ and did ho 
not also know, that I should not be satU^od 
with his information, if it were not porfo^ly 
explicit. He is well awara t^ OH iai|)QithHt 
occasions, 1 do not trust creif 
my own scuses, bat udth the utiuosi'ciltjklh, 
and am never influenow by partial tertinlony. 
On this occasion, however, his QVi‘<|*<is suffi*. 
cient, and obliges me to 

9r / ' i J 'WW'\ ' 

yoitih.i. If . 




to earry km 
her if 


d^rsiinitiOn Sir John 
bein^. the o 

1 re&diUff hbr lett» 


^Khgh^iMcIi Mr/ that eould 

K the fn<^rtier’«,tenderwetfe in her bosom, 
Induce comply wi^ bis wishes 






oTlIllw 

iMt) JMihf tiw apfPtbeiHiDa <4 facing fov drar 

da^ivedof lutffloeimT^. 9tie p«rftuaded bws 
Mrtf, and* «ftw tdM - 4 ^ 9*1M irt <^p 
affliettoQ) ib 0 ettdkw4<d«t>^ W fnrMadn hec 
husband, that U would be lift unbappjr for 
them to consent to their son’s manru^e, thMi 
to nsk the consequences that might ensne 
’ liKom opposing it. 


Sir iohn beard her rshh much ooi)pfM>b 
and told her, ho had no doubt, a litiSs AittWir 
reflection would convince her, that, whatever 
mode of conduct might be least pamfid^ % 
wae tbeir indiqpensaUb dut 3 *^to refuao thehr 
consent to w improper a marriage* 


« It would be improper,^ taaid Lndp Ofo- 
viUe, “ M appear at find! l»tWi«nt^o but 
may wo not oneounigo Haatlaga 
dur fotgtvei>«% if oaMbtbM 
It ta ddft'to be aappedfed* 
ko#eQtnsaDt.will fcjawhne.” 






eooduct 

edfbctiM 


to be 
or 


W/A 
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plied Su* John, ** &\i alteration in it might 
certainly be cx]>ectod fioin time; but when 
niy reason tells me I ahould do wrong in re¬ 
ceiving Sally I'usiiftb as a daugbtor-in-iatr, 
1 cannot indulge Hastings in the bo])e of 
It.” 


** Ti'ot, if sbe is llie tiniiabic giil he repie- 
scats lu'i, 1 cannot help thinking }ou ought 
not to coiilinue inllcMblo; chastity is not 
tlic whole ot viitue, and lepentaute may 
atone for almost any tt.insgrefsioii.” 

Ihii how aic we to be alsurcd of hci 
rcpi'ntancr^ Kaiscd bv a tuli man fiom 
a degiatlmg to a happy state, niav slie not 
endeavouF to pieservc it inciely from scH- 
interest ? Specious apix*aiaiices are ea‘-ily as¬ 
sumed, and It would icqunclong time indciKi, 
to ruovuue me, that she was fit to be treated 
as A daughter by >ou.” 

“ Thai is vciy inconsistent tvith the indul¬ 
gence joii lui\c shown to others m similar 
«i(uatit ns; I late heard jtou speak of some 
fe«pt (nibUufscs ua women of the ihst cha- 
raeiei.” 



You^ve; biii their Cases were pccuti^ ; 
they AveiS^e iunoccnt victims of cruel se- 
duction,-^'&‘ Ied astray by the most trying oc¬ 
currences^ or unf6rtiiDate situations, f'uilure 
in chastity must always be deeply lamented ; 
yet, it is the train of circumstances by which 
actions arc inilucnccd or accompanied, that 
chiefly determines their character.” 

** As Sally was seduced, she has a claim to 
forgivenefs according to your owu mode of 
judging.” 


“ Of her seduction wc have ver)’ little 
^roof; for it is not probable tim resentment of 
her friends- would ha^'e been great, had there 
been otueb excuse for her fall ; but admitting 
it were otherwise, what has been her conduct 
since ? she attempt to withdraw from her 
betrayer to a life of honest industry, or has 
she at any time, sought to regain the patjivof 
Innocence ?—No her sole object has bebh to- 
be the hireling of^rty roan who coulil supj^rt 
her.—Chastity is an equivocal virtue; it may 
pojsib/^ be lost without lefsening much the 
iBerit of ;^ic Individual, and is uncioubtN 

'i*U . ' ‘ 
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preserved bv many women, iklio hare not the 
ieast pictcnsi(>n«> to vutue in their heaits , but 
tiiib much 1 behevo ib cerUtn, that the woman 
ho docs not respect It, does not dcsciie to 
Iw* iChpccteJ.” 

** S»lly uas }ouiig and ignotant, when she 
Kit )ki luniK, hut ttiiu iml inKtriKlioii may 
teiuh licr ll c irrois ot hii conduct.’* 


But can It icstoio to her the feeling of 
niodcblc, without which chdbtity is of little 
value. ’ 


I hough ahe liab boon unfoiluiutcly stT> 
tuatod, It doco not, thcicloio, follow that hhe 
lobt td modesty ’* 


*' It is but too piob'iblo that slie can have 
jtonc of the delicacy icquisito ui tlie com- 
fMUiea Oif Mrtuoub u mocn Can you sup^iuse 
a giri, who has volonUrily bef^ tlic mtoticft* 
fif men for whom she had no aftocUoUj pos- 
tbat modesty w hich is one of the most 
<piccicu< guards ot chastity ^-—Aod can I thiuk 
iiow carefully 1 have cherished,*and hew much 



HOME. 
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1 laAve delighted in the purity of Con«tantiai 
vithout bhrinking from the blighest idea of 
making her the companion of a IWentious 
^vontan ?’* 

I own CunstADlia Mould be an ohjeclion 
lo Sally\ robiilmg at Otinilh*, but not lo her 
making short visits here oecaMonally till Con- 
btautia Mas inairiod/' 

** Supposing blio wrre married j are there 
no otiiur person's daugliti'i's in tlie county to 
be rcgartltid exeept }our own ^ W'hat, for 
example, would you do with Sir Hubert > 
llorndoii’h?” 

** Eliza IToi ndun is only twelt^, and bcfoic 
slie couios into Mjciety, S.ill3'*8 story ivoulil 
be so tuiiuh Curgotten, tliat no odiutn on ac¬ 
count ot It M'ould aitach itself to her.'* 

It is very pofoible that no odiaiQ miyilit 
then attach itself either to her or to us frO|i^ 
it i our pride might ccasc to suller iuortirica> 
tion from low a cuuncctiun, and our virtnu 
to be questioned for suboutting to one so de* 

K4 
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basing } but my chief objccliom to it would 
kill] lemaiiij iaIhcIi aic the encouragement it 
might give in sirniUi matriagcs, and the rflvct 
which the society of such women uia}' have 
on tl e motais of others. 

It was Anson’s cainest request to me 
uti hvi death-bed, that F would bi* paiticulaily 
caiclul Willi what women I permitted ('on- 
slant i to a' uciatc , immodest women biin^, 
ill her op'nion, mote dangetous 
llial even libciliiu* men , lor few men weic so 
dcpiaved as to diMc^aid in tin. company, of 
Vhtuoiii women the ie»pe<i d ic to viiiue , but 
4 hesotut> of women whose uleis wcie im¬ 
pute, llio.tgh then conduit, in tlic eve oi tiio 
wotid, might b( coiiect, led imperceplibly to 
the woi t con.cqiuiiccs 

Vou and Mis Ainu I no have ‘tnce told me 
that jon agreed entiiclv ui tl is o[>inioii , and 
it }ou could think thus of women of lepu- 
taliun, what ma^ notbefeaicd iiom the so¬ 
ciety of OIK, who has shown m) iutle rcgaid 
to chastity 

“ I am ver} sensible that such women may 
foe dangeious companioub, but wu ought not 




to judge of women ^shly appearanc^^ l^ 
many are very faulty in their drcfs and matt** 
ncr, arid even imprudent in Uiew conduct,, 
who mean notbingVrong.” ’■ 


** There is but one way in which immodest 
drefs should be interpreted ; for I can have no 
coniidcncc in the virtue of the women, wito 
can Jay aside the feelings of delicacy in ooti- 
duct.- Hastings thought me ridionlousJyfa*- 
tidious in proliibiiing Constantia’s intercourse 
with Mrs. WbiteJy on account of, her drefs;.. 
but had slie not soon after antntriguc with Cap¬ 
tain Delmorc in the absence of her huslrand ?* 
Whitely received intciligisnce^ of it by an 
anonymous letter, which he wisely dLscredited, 
because, like you, he would’not be rashly 
distrustful, tiiough he might have read in the 
most legible characters in-hcr dref>, tliatfher 

s 

chastity was not to be trusted.., Thougbt- 


Jcisnefs may be aji apology for ^ginc 
•CPetious, wbni^^kwoaian on reftQCtio»,'Mfc 
’^en woifiJcr bo}V‘:^U0,oommitted but 
no^ey be'drged in» excuse* fur tluy regular attd'* 
dipUbemte result bf her labours^- the 
l^ould fear TOUCh-lefi danger-to: 
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from being with many kejM mibtro&cs 1 h^ive 
becDi than from 4ir'»ociating with women, who 
choose to appear naked in publtr, wliile they 
pretend to be virtuoua.” 

** 1 cQiilefs much care is retjuisite in the 
cUou e of companions (oryoung girls. 

Is lefs care becehary for man icd women, 
w'liose errors may be far more fa>tal to t!ie 
peace of families, than any single woman's 
ckn be ? It is by purity of morals alone, that 
wc can hope to piescive women from the 
' licentiousncfs of the times. Fiona the number 
of divorces it is plain how little the ties of 
roairiagcarc a security for conjugal fidelity; 
we must not, <tlicrcfore, expect U, by imposing 
iettcis on the [lerson, but by planting virtue 
in the heart; and this is not to be done 
by allowing men whenever they please, to 
biing women fiom the most debased clafs into 
tltc society of the innocent.'* 

** But if among that dais, a «oouin of atni- 
iblc disposition should be found, who is en« 
ttroly reformed, would you e?cdude her for 
/ wee from society ?” 
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UntlouUfdly not, but when womenba>o 
the Dii&forjtiine to fdil into certain sttuatjous, 
they oui^ht not to be icUoied to sock t} wiUi. 
out cvtr4pi()inaiy caution* Wonld >ou bc^ 
willing to leceive Sally Cusliftc, it }oii wcic 
told that die had voluntarily icsidtd in a 
bioihul 

“ You cannot suppose It» sincr thtie, vitli 
all the evils of the woistpiostitutu>n,slie irniM. 
have l>een exposed to the society oi the vilobt 
of women,” 

** Yit iheie arc no where ‘bcingf moiiS 
wot til} ot cpipx>aisiun,or lcl», perhaps, deserv* 
jng ol blame, than sonic ut the nntoituiiate 
femaks who lohahit these houses.” . 

“ lliey may be truly obj,eclsof benevolence 
lu private, but viituous women can never 
think of tliom as cooipanions.” 

Inquire l\owcTer, into then history, an# 
3 ou w ill Qud that Sally is fat mcH’e blamable 
thin many of them.-«*But by whatever means 
awoman beoomesa prostitute, she loses Iter 

1*6 
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jjIjcc in society; ami it ^^nu]d not, aftcr- 
i^aids, be }ca)s of chastity, oi of fidelity to a 
liusband, ^\bich may inococd from many 
causes, that would lender her, in niyopinion, 
a piopci companion foi my wife or daughtci. 
it would icquitc many uncommon qualities 
to entitle lici to a place m i cs|>cctabU soc it ty; 
— but at all Cl cut s, she < ei lai nly ought not to 
be lestoud to it, onuiv at the dcsiic of a 
juaii, who happens to bet ome loud of bei.’^ 


** But if he niai i les her, y ou must allow it 
niahtsa dificitncc.” 

“its, she takes his name, and a name is 
to be substituted ioi viitut’—VVeic I to ic- 
lax my piniciplcs in this pat titular, it would 
not be to oblige Hastings, hut in pity to 
^omc of tlic woinrti, whom such men as he 
JiaTC hd a'tiay Have we nolknown several 
amiable women duicii fiom sock ty by a single 
failuie 111 chastity ?—^’flieu fate is tiuly de- 
ploiablt, ytt you would not choose by for¬ 
going ihtn cirOT, to allow others to it'gard 
Viunt of diasiity as a venial failing ;-~and 
abidi ue. toeialdv the nafsioud of out son. 
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grant what we rcru-^c to humanity,—to mw- 
guitlcil virlue/* 

Sir John pauscil, but T^ily Ornville niii(]c 
no reply, and he procmled. ‘‘ Men have iru- 
posci! cliastity as a duty upon m omen, and no 
man w ouici be a moi e rigid oxactei of tins law 
lnabisteroradatiglitcr,than }oui son; he has 
no scuiples about Us justice,—but when it 
suits Ills own convenience, he is \cry willing 
to relax las seventy with respect to it. Not 
cunt<‘nt with the ulniosi unbounded ilbcity, 
which men command of indulging tlicu pas- 
•.iinw, he would, for tlie complete gratification 
of Ilia own, deprive women of onQ of thegieut- 
c<>t coiuulutiuiisthoy ran h,n’e in sustaining the 
difficult pait tlicy li,*^e to uel. *'l’he•lc^pe(t 
paid tovntue, is one ot its chief suppoits; 
and can those wonieii who arc victims to tlicir 
huslwnda* vices, without deviating from the 
stiict line of duty, sec without pain, such 
women as Sally Cusiiflc placed on a lewl with 
thculsclvcs,—made even saperioi to many 
of them in rank and fortune our hc\, 
Mudatu, have much to complain of. lluw 
many tf thuuiMiu ciuelly seduced, wiiliujut 
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tlicir betiayets being lecclved in so* 
ciety ?—Wbnt a fate ha!» Mrs. Wilton h*id ? 
Her fncnd seduced by ber husband, while in 
her house, and undci her protection, and hen 
moulted and iiritated by Uu conduct, she 
was hcrni 3 cd by the seductiie aiu of anothci 
man, he obtained a divotce, which reduced 
hci to povciiy and wictchedncfs, while he 
continues to enjoy a distinguished place in 
society/* 

** 1 have always pitied Mrs. Wilton so 
much, that 1 shovld be glad it we.rc in my 
* powei to bcfticnd ber; and should even visit 
het, wore I authorized to do i^ by the ex> 
aniplc of others.” 

** Esaipple IS too often the guide of con¬ 
duct. XI your visiting Mis. Wiftonis right, 
you should do it, whatever others do, if 
wrong, no example should indueiice you/* 

** I cannot think so; many cncurostanccb 
may render it haraidons for a per^^on to oct 
aXonc on paiticulai occasions: besides, ve 
cannot altvays have such oonfidciicc in oar 
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owa judgmcDt, as not to bo influenced by the 
opinions of otheis; we must often do as tlic 
world doc>.’* 

t 

** 1 admit that the cvampli' of others may 
sometimes be nccoljary to suppoit you in do¬ 
ing wlut Is nght, but should never liave the 
smallest cfltict m inducing you to do wbat 
3 ’ou tbiiik wtpng. What is called the world, 
IS little to be trusted as a guide. The situa¬ 
tion o( Lady Anrusc, and Lady Derma, is a 
pi oof of tins. Tlic formet, when only fifteen 
01 sixteen, was married against her inclina¬ 
tion by the command of her father. Her 
husband knew this, but gave himself uo 
trouble to soften the misfortune to her. Af¬ 
ter a few years, she left him,* and just 
person, who knew the conduct of her hus¬ 
band, could blame her. Soon aftei, she met 
with Loid Anrose, and they became attached 
to each other. She then wished to obtaiu u 
divorce, but that was iinpofstble. Sbe re¬ 
solved, notwithstanding, to unite bw £itc to 
Lord Anrose*s; upon which, her husband 
sued for a divorce; obtained it, and immedi- 
stelj^.OlUr, she, married Anrose. Since tUa 
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time, a period of nine or ten ycais, liw con¬ 
duct has been most cxcinphiry as a wife, a 
motlicr, and in every line of female duty. 
She is a woman of the most amiable manners, 
mid pofscfbis a very superior understanding, 
nith great taste for the fine arts. Her ac¬ 
quaintance speak of her in the highest terms 
of admit atiun ; yet she is not visited by her 
country neighbours, fiom tlieir dihdp[)i'oba- 
tion of her past conduct. 

The life of her iicighbonr, Lady Derma, 
has been maiked hy v.irious stains, and slic 

has not, in any respect, the meiit of I^dy 

# 

Auro‘e; but she has been visited by several 
families in > the neighbourhood, because her 

husband’s election iutercst was of consequence 

1 . * 

■ to them. 

Sevcial of tlioir neighbours, who arc per¬ 
sons of the first respectability, li^tve visited 
neither; hut I cannot help tbinkii|g iheii 
conduct to l.ady Anrose extremely ijptakcu; 
and far, vmj far from sci-ving tlio cause of 
morality, as it may lead women to be^jtt 
that when they onco deviate from' 
line of duly, even under the most 
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cirouin&tanccs, no good qualities, or future 
rextitude of conduct can avail. 

'I'hc sii nation however of Lady Anro&e, 
and Lady Derma, is a sulTicient proof how 
cautious you should be of regulating your 
conduct ))y the c tainple of uthuri». But 
ample has ccrto^mly a most extensive in'* 
fliuMice ill society; and in this single vien, 
your conduct to Sally ('uslilfc is of the utmost 
importance. If you choose to receive her, 
mati}’ uill do the ^ame merely to oblige you ; 
wliiJc others, ignorant of her story, would 
af'.od.ito with lier witliout any scruple, 
i( saucttoiieil by you. 'riius she might be* 
come the companiou of nunil>ors^ who would 
not have the advantage of knowing that 
she ought to be treated with 'caution and 


** But surely one giil can have it little in 
her j)o\ver to do mischief; mo cannot suppose 
the inilucnce of an Individual cun go far in a 
county like tins.” 

“ I am of a very diiTercnt opinion j 1 tliiiik 
it iiQpofsiblc U>«suy bow far, or in how many 
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Wybthc influence of an indj.\idudl may e\^ 
tend. Besute>, boit do you Lnon tliat Sally 
would onJ) wuniao in the oountyj 

vbo vuder ^be iamt orcumhtanccs was ad* 
muted into socicl} ? If you receive} out son*» 
nuslx K into }om hou^, ran you jtutlyie* 
fu<w. admittance to youi fiiend’s’ Might not 
feveiy naoUier m the county, plead tlie ex¬ 
ample ol Lail} Oiiivillcroi acting in a smular 
iiiaHUCi •' and whcie would tlic mischict end, 
oi ligw woul^be line l>etM COD vice and \ntue 
be cliawu i)>e bbcitte^ mon avc allowed, 
aie {leuiicious and imtnoial, and the my 
wide ihstiucuon dM'y cJkmim: to estoldi'di be- 
luccn the conduct they pefoiji^to ihomselws, 
and tliiat to winch they lestrict women, is 1 
own highly unjust. The state of society 
with regard to w'omcn demands importUini 
alteration;—licentiousDefslii eithef ME should 
be equally the object of repioacb and con- 
demoatioR ; yet in tiic present corrupt stato 
of mankmd, w'e must be e&tremoly cauuous 
how we venture to alter (at least by relaxatiou) 
the unjust inequality between the sexes, lest 
W'e only give greater freedom to vice. 

In fine, Madam, Crom every view I caa 
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. take <i( the subject, I am convinced that 1 
•ahonld do morally wrong in ^'ecetving 8aily 
CubhiTu as «i daughter‘m-Uw; and yoo mubt 
lorgivo my baying, that I debue you uill never 
piopobe It to me agiun.” 

Lady Ornviilc gave no answer but a deep 
Mgh,—a iiH'lauchoIy sdenou ensued, vbicli 
vab lit length broken by her Mijing, ** 1 mubt 
then Jose my son I'* 

** No, Madam,” lepUcd Sir John: ** you 
shall not be dopuved ut lnui| if he uill con¬ 
sent to visu }ou u about Vvtfc. It was 
my intentioB to siiow my (fHapp;obattou u| 
his marriage, by fuitbiddm^ him to ooinc 
here, but fui youi sake, 1 am u*iUiDg*to re¬ 
verse this decision. I have often yielded my 
inclinatioa your<«, because 1 thought k 

y 

'KroAjg that vny will should be a Uw to you, iu 
which equally coiicei ned us both; and 
it uroulJ be crud to otherwise now, when 
you require every consolation I can give.— 
God knows 1 I am myself sutficientiy un¬ 
happy! Whatever Hastings does, I cannot 
regard him with indiHercncc. lie uas tlio 
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first pleJ^je of our love j—in his* infantine 
tUys, dearer to me than life:—and, ihongli 
»ny wtisfaction in him is gone, my afl’ce- 
tion is not destroyed. 11c is otlierwisc ot 
i'on«s(*< 4 t«c«ioc to me; for be mu-jt be the 
icprcbeutativc of my family, and inherit a 
foitunc, which will give hmi much iiiflucn-je 
in bouety. The sorrow he gives me, is 
of a dilktoiit nature from yours, but it u. not 
let's poignant.” 


At these words, Sir John rose and ualUcd 
about the room in such vUiWe <h^lrt•^s, tliat 
ladv Ornville forgot her own butlcnngb, in 
anxiety t<>j»oftcn his. She exprefsed, at the 
same time, u itli nnieU feeling, her sense of 
tlic teiKlenlcIs. uud indulgeuco he had always 
shown her, and dccl.ired that If’shc should 
now desire to receive vibits from Iwr son con¬ 
trary to his intention, it woultll only be in 
the hope that Icuieui bcluviour might have a 
good efiecl on his general conduct. 
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CHAPTER VIll. 


A. iiioucH Ljdy OinviIIc li.nl lent an un- 
AMlhnq cai to Sn John's rcahoinng^ slic vm!» 
not nnafTcctcd by it, and tlio belicl that Ik 
. irtcd ill opposition to liui wishes, only tioni 
a liim conviction th.it It nas Ins duty, nude 
hei submit to Ills detununation without a 
niuimur. 

Slie wrote heisclf to hci sou of l¥> hitlers 
intention, and gasc liini the inidligeijou in 
the gentlest mouncr, adding isoi y c\picfsiou 
of kindnefs on hci own jiait, tlut could 
sottcu it. Shecoiijuicd him nut to testily in« 

^ dtllei^nce to his lathuS appiobation, by con- 
'ludinjf tils uuuiage quickl>, but to show at 
least unMilhugnefs to oirend lam, by dcla}. 
She cntiented he w ould in the mean while conic 
ficquuntly to the Abbey, as she hoped then 
mccunfb vsouUI make tUcu ditleicnco ol sen- 
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timcnt IcCb painful, if it did not bring tliom to 
coalesce in opinion ; but at the &ame tunc 
afkured him, dial nothing should be said to bun 
on the subject against bis own incUnatioin 

To this letter she very soon rcceired an 
ansvicr, in i^liiuh be told her-that he would 
ceruinly delay bis tnairiagc to oblige her, 
and likewise in the bojie that time would 
render bis father more favourable to it, but 
that he could not think of coming to Oinvtlle, 
as in the present teinpci of his father's mind, 
their meeting could not be agreeable to 
either. 

This letter calmed in some degree tlie dis. 
trels of Lad> Oinnlle, and enabled bci, in 
the presence of her lamily, to affrume some 
appearance of tianquillity, llinugb soirow 
preyed deeply on her heart, ijbc bad ad¬ 
mitted the idea of Sally C Wiffe as u daugbter- 
in-iaw, only as a sad alternative fi om ci heavier 
evil; and there wcie times lu which the 
thoughts of It weie so shocking to her, that 
she scaitolj knew whether the lofsofhei son, 
oi his manuigc, would be tlic gicejcest uas- 
iuituiie. 
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Sir John pursued hw uccu^mary aTocatiouB 
in his uj»ual way, and no utiangu appearad 
111 him, except wlmt was clihceruiUJu in tlie 
gravily of his countenance; but from some 
nioeUngs he liod with Uis aUuriu-y,lVI]. P^dge- 
worth, Mrs. Alnioinc was led to miagitie he 
vas making an alteration in the destinaiioDoi' 
his property. 

1 Icr conjectures w cre soon confirmed by hi» 
t^'iluig her one morning, when l.adyOmville 
aiiJ Cunstantia W'ere taking an airing, that he 
had been adding a codicil to his will in favour 
ul his w’lfe and younger children. 

** Among the numerous hardships,*' con¬ 
tinued he, to which women arc exposed, I 
have long thought a most severe one, the 
change of dtuation to w hK'h they are fre¬ 
quently subjected on becoming w idowx. There 
IS nothing of which the human frame is more 
susceptible tlian ioc^ attachments } yet, the 
feelings of women are often, in this respect, 
most unnecersunly and barbarously eiolateJ. 
How many bare 1 seen in the full vigoui of 
life, torn from houses that were endeared to 
them by every tie that could attach the human 
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bc.uL» to make room for on heir, nho be 
havod to them ^\ithout the smuilost coiisidu 
atioii How many respoctabic wonicn 1. im 
thus been obliged to yield their plaro*. loi*/*/ 
they could not esteem i\ho ticated rlieiii u. 
the most contemptuous tiiaimei * Dep i\(d 
at oiKC of the object ot their atlcciiou, d t 
companion ami pioteotor, of Ins iontnu , ainl 
the consequence It gaiellKin; tlie^ au <li m ii 
from their habitat ion to a new abod*, , < k 

the)’ seek In vain foi tie consol luon, tiiat 
semes, to mIikIi tin ) ueie airnhvt*, ‘ > 
capable of alhading.- 

Olien as i hate Jainetittd tins ni > < ‘ tiu 
in the lot of Monien, I neve i tlioiiglit vit 
eiiring myonn wile lioui it till now. 
love 'of fainils consccj'ienee, and e\lr' 
atlachmcnt to her son, made mO belu ve ' 
would feel nioie plc^suio in seeing Inm the 
pofsebor of Ouixille Abbey than heist!( 
eHpc'cialiy as it is toolaige an habitation inra 
single wuiDciii, and on many accuunis the 
pioper icsidcncc for the heir of luy fortune, 
('irtiunslaiices, honever, ate now changed. 
She can no longer have tlic comfort in her 
eldest sou she cxjicctcd, itof sec without paui 
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wo»un he Iuh clioben put In her pUce. 
Mill tv }edis has she icsided happily within 
14 •( McilU, and ue\er shall be displaced by 
1 IIV oi ih) sut< clsor 1 u hri, 1 have gis en 
jj »> Ision oi Oi iiviUc \bU‘y while she 
I Ik* sliould u'sign il, hei son unistiC' 
«i IS .1 ta\ ol'i,—not demand it as a 
I u- luth Is 111 m> poucr, theOiu- 
niisthc In'., whiili is, peihaps, one 
1 I lua\s caicd so httlc how 
in 1 1 iTt tie II al lortune I in- 
I I oil thspiisal, much ol it 

s M nt on tn\ son*, (\nd nol 
• ) I 1 til iIk piuplises of my 

i t M ’ 


l> - Oj ' »''» * Ml pur jns ^ydl into 

' Is MnijtiK's hull I , ^ id tlc'iud hci to 

I, vthieh s)k mil with sentiments of 

uUniiiiVlon, whuh ho \ ny uainily c\ 

1 


lii< i. teem he foU foi bei, made hei ap- 
piohaimu .it all times |)ceul„uly Qiatilvmv, 
bill on thw occ.’sion lu ud, 11 < udil not 
Hutei liiiseii^ wuh dcHi.nin» tbi pi.u o 

1* 
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lier expi*crsions in8fnu.itcd. “ Thi?vc 
Mariam/* continued lie, ** uIikIi }ou t.on>-i(Ui 
08 SO inciitotiou^ iti tn\ siUution, air not t)io 
trsult of any Mti^ulai niciit in du\ but meitiy 
the tonsrijuence ol bcinjj botn a )ouny<.i 
biotlut ] ui that tiuuin^Umt I have often 
lih.uiked biMM'i)) It eiiaMcd me to take libriai 
\ '•uh, and to <oeL liappitiels fioiii soiiKis 
tli.il di'iKiidcd on ni^sclf How oficn ha\e 1 
in rally idc, painlully an I mistaknigi) con 
tjasled my fate witli m> eldest biotlioi’s, wlu n 
till d and di'^UHtcd t\ith the study o( the law, 
I Iclt tl.c Itnipleto Ms.t liniiheiu' I iuniKl 
luin always engaged ni lus j)k>ismes, oi Lon> 
tuMiig tlic means of raiying tiiein to tlic 
)n{dt( St adv irn ige. Ue was a good m.U)> biu 
(•'o tm ch (cd to ai.>u^utnc‘nt, and vam ol 
in', f m <1} anil lo tarn. 

V'n ‘ nr of t < r voits, 1 remrml>c» well, 
It «»> me ubo it his uiainngu. lie 

s.iid li. waS iin\ loi an luii to Ins talc and 
t (ate, that Iv di I not expect my bilnaiiun 
s onid p..>ma mu to many .soon, and if we 
had tioth Iduit, oia name and foituno tvould 
be sun' HI the Uniilv ol a futnale lelatnc;—> 
bat tie gu It dftuitlly nah where to find 
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a woman worthy of the situation in which 
Im would place her. She uiUbt, said nay 
bioihei, not oiilj be agi(.e«ibl<‘ lo me, Iwt 
cvciy way su.ted to inaiiitaid the dignity 
of in}’ laind}. Oinvilli Abbey is not in the 
ortlinan sl>lc u\ plares, - nor a fit habiij^u 
foi otduui^ people. Hue is to be seen ..il 
that is giaml and vcuctabie ofantiquitj, nith 
all the elegance of modem life, i must iiaie 
a wife, whose chaiacter, midcrslaiiding, and 
nuiineis, are woithy of such an abode , and 
tv}io<>e lamdy will do no disrtedit to the lonq^ 
litu of iihi>ti)oui anccalors, wj osc pictiiica 
will ]}ei])e(ujll} ivnnnd but ut ihe Iionouidilc 
alli.itiie die his n*a(le —1 ilnuL I still see the 
happv look of s‘if coinel leciip , with whuh 
be cast In’* eyes teunJ tl.e ioam as he said 
thil»—What would be h s ltv)ni,s now, weie 
Le alive, to sec the wotu.ui whom tlie hen of 
his fiiroily has tiiosi'n to l>c tlic nnstiefi, of 
Ornnlle Abtwy!” 

** I believe,” j>aid Mrs. Almorne, afiei a 
paUdC, “your biotlicr was net or maiiieJ ?’* 

** Never; the woitmn he thought pioiier to 

1 2 
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Ubk at ibe time. I am speaking of, refused 
him, my maniagc ^ocn aflci made him more 
jndiiTcrenl about Ins o« n, - he became loud of 
his bottle, injured bis constitution by it, and 
died sucideniv by drinking a glafs oi cold 
tci, sche'i h( nas ovci heated b> a fox- 
< base ’ 

** lie was mined by tl»e ad\antagcs fo- 
w bicb you sight d ” 

lie was —\o man can be happy ^vhose 
sole employment is the enjoyment ol sicalth. 
I have ottetj Rjoiccd vlien tlnnking ol Val- 
inonsur, that ha is as a stiangci to its seducing 
infliUnce, ho has probihly been the wisci, 
and the better lor it, and will now truly know 
how to vJuc and iipoy the advantages of 
foitunc.” 

“AnMcty aboiit Valmonsor,” said Mis. 
Almorue, ** has dc tcrmined me to go to tuvi n 
in a day or tn o, d there is not biug in tb« state 
of Ml Anson to lender my visit impiopoi. 
I have niitleti to liedene to inquire bow he 
does, and if bis aiiswci, which 1 expect to* 
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morrow, is at all favourable) 1 shall instantly 
depart; 1 have delayed my journey so long 
only on account of Lady Ornville.’* 

** 1 think you may now leave her as easily 
as you could expect to do for some time; 
and 1 shall lejoice if 3'ou can go immedi> 
ately, for I become daily, if pofsiblo, moie 
anxious about our dear girl, because she ap*. 
pears more and more deserving of ray cure: 
since her return from Delviu Lodge, no one 
could imagine she had a vonceni in the world, 
but her father and moUicr.” 

« Nor do I believe,” said Airs. Alnioiiie, 
** that ill your pic&eace she has a thought of 
herself. Her sense of dut\ is'sostiong, that 
I am persuaded i.!ic would act as she does, 
though her feelings were Ids luturcslcd ; but 
your happineL is really the tirst object of 
her care; and all consideration of herself is lost 
in anxiety for you.” 

** Could 1 see her happy,” replied Sir John, 
with a sigh, ** 1 should die couumt.” 

F5 
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CHAPTER IX. 


H X K Mw. Almornc wrote to Fretlei ic 
to inquire i^MUtMr. Ansoo, she informed him 
of the sUte of bis father and mother, as the 
cause 0 ^ her tti)vrill»)gncf& to leave tlieoi 
without being previously af^ured that she 
should not bo disapposoted lo the object of 
her jouruey to tow n. 

s 

Iq bis answer, iie told iicr that Mr. Anton 
was so much rocoveted, that Sir Esmond bad 
jotepdod writiug to bet immediately to request 
the favoorof a risit horn her as soon aspolsibie,^ 
as they most anxiously wished tom her; and 
in Older that she might lea^ OraViUe ttw 
more easily, he intended, in conaeqttoooe of 
the infoi Qutiott sbo h.ul given him of bis father 
and mother^ tb*' be with tbmq duting lier 
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absence, anil uould, prolubly, beat llic Abbey 
the day aitci t'u atiival ol liib lettei. 

'J hib intelligence ga\e iiiucb KatibCiction tu 
the family. Mis .Umomc and Sii John ic- 
joiccd thal hci louincyuould no iuiigei be 
dilated, and all ucic pleaded ^\lth the puis 
pcitof Ftcdcitc b sisit, and giatified die 
k'lid tnoUve of it. 

Mis Aiiairnc lud intended to leave Cm* 
Silicas soon as she u.c istd his letter, li ii 
p os e 1 (av ourabii, but on reading jt, blic pubt- 
pcmeil lici dep ituie ioi a lew horns, and do- 
siiod Co.iAuiiMa to .acoiipanyb Ut to hci 

apuluiest, ss'u’K die thui spoke to l.oi 

• • 

Yoa know, oi\ dcai, boss rolucuimly I 
lo.i.ve ^ou at picbtMtt, svl.cn ^ouliavo so qiutli 
cause to bo unhapp}, and ssill, tfaereforc, 
easily imagiaetlie pain I niubi su^kf in feeling 
myself com^iellod bcfoie oui npaiation, to 
add to yoiii dibtisrsca by informing > oil of 
si>ui« unbappy ctrcotustanccs ui tbe situation 
ol >our bi^^Mibo^ ficdcnc. Uo nOtf lioncsm, 
too uiOcfa fthuOiN, loi the mibfoitnne ssbich 

l! i 
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threateDs him may be averted; but since lie 
ii to be heir, 1 thuik it noccUary to infotiu 
Ifoa of It, as i am peisuaded he will speak to 
JOU of his aflairs, and it may be butter for 
you both that you uie piuviously acquamieil 
with them. 

Soon after be was hcie in September, he 
wrote me a long lettur, the {larticulars of wIikIi 
1 ahidl briefly state. He informed me that his 
inarriage, which had nevei been a happy ouo, 
had become nearly the rcveiso both to him 
and hiB wife before she Idt Kiiglund j and 

that since her departiue u hid grown .ilmuiiC 

# 

insupportitblefiORi liisuttathnicnt to uiiuthci 

woman, who legavded bun wit.i equal aflVc> 
tioa. Undci ih* w'<ncum>tanccs ir was im 
poQuble^ not to wish that in» sejiat. non fiom 
Itfri Ornviiiu dionld < untiuuc , but be cuuUI 
not bolpiWishtng al^o to get Ids uia4ti,tg<\ an- 
AoUei; believed, fiom the uiannot tn 
which it had taken pUec, it was in his ppw cr 
to do CO. Hu said he tb^ghi himself per¬ 
fectly at liberty to difsolvo as ho bad briOQ 
drawn into it by the ariiBcu of Mrs< ()rnTi]l«*s 
rclaitons, and since it had (idled to «>akc her 
happy for whom be hod (K»e& Sftnrificed, he 
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did not see why he should continue tlu ticUm 
of it for life: that she might be happier sepa¬ 
rated from him than she had ever been with 
iiim; while ho would be blcf^ed with the 
woman that was in pofsefsion of his aHcctions, 
who was so very amiable, thiit he ought to 
annul his marriage for the sake of her peace, 
as well as hia own. He clcclurud, however, 
that his conduct should be regulated by my 
wishes; that it was 1 who had prevented bis' 
becoming h wretched cxtlc bcrulb of every 
comfort of life, and that even though h\% oiili- 
gations to me were Icfs, his resrmet fur me 
was such as cunvuiced him he dfhght to trust* 
to my decision r44thcr than his own. But'he 
flattered hitnscif, I should think hii design 
{ustitied by his situation, as soon as I v\ as made 
fully ucquainicJ v iih it, and icgictted luotdd 
not be &o on the iii st discovery u( his iutontion. 
It could not, however, be coinmumcft^d by 
letter, and he Imcl nut courage to give me the 
iirst intimation of his wishes in person, nor 
would vGiuufe to trait u^xmi me at all# till 1 
gave him perroiision. 

Ife said many other things, w'hicli ] for¬ 
bear to relate, he will tel) you them (lim- 

a 
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iiuld 1 ttfi m hute to mention <»tb«'s of 
which \» connoc inform you. 

No occutwnce of my hfc erer surprised 
or |NOrplexcd mo more ihon this letter. Ills 
marriage was so veiy improdent, that it was* 
suppoiied to be the efibet of violent pafsion; 
and though 1 bad never maiked it fora happy 
one, I did not sus}K‘ct it was the reverse. 
Had I even known it to be so, I could not 
have imagmod he would think of annulling it, 
both from the uncommon excellence of his 
character, aod bis remarkable aSection for his 
children. I was persuaded very peculiar cir- 
ftimstunees iribst Iwve led him to tliiuk of it, 
and laptented bis situation, however much i 
disapproved bis* design. 

About tile answer 1 was to give I iiad no 
itesUtttioB. l{ad 1 not laid him under pecu-* 
Siary oUigatious, his case was one of the few, 
vl^b cMdd {have induced me to deviate from 
ny geaerai rule not lo ioterfere iu the im¬ 
portant concerns of others f but that circam- 
(tance made me think it improper to use the 
tiflucnee 1 mig^ have over him. PApatdary 
avours canooi be manned with too muel^ 
IcUcacy -f not because they ore by any means. 
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tfic giotitc'ft lhat can be (onferrci), but fiCdin 
piujudfLC having given them d value which 
I Lev &eld)m devetve. 

I 'nro e to him, that 1 uas extremch wDiiy 
he should tlunk any sen i< c& I had been so 
fottunate as to tenJei him, entitled me to lie 
the aibitci of bit> fate, that I should be tety 
i<ii iiom allemptnig to govern hit» conduct m 
so inomeutoua a concoiD Bb the ouc lie le- 
fuied to me, failhci than to request bo wotilcT 
not take any su'p in the piovccution of his do* 
sign fir tbtec months, iii order ttutt himsolf, 
asMull as I, nii;ht have the saliHfaction of 
knoiMiig he did nothingloahly. 'Hiot ]HMi9vi 
lie ivould iKCefsutly devote to dohbeiaiioii, 
and if, at the expiration of it, he tub adhered 
to his dcs] rti, I should behapp^vtn sgs imn 
at Dcbin I o<is'c, to be nude acquainted v ith 
any particulars of lus situation he wuliad Ittc 
to know, and in the meau time icqu4»tdd fm 
V ould stiform mo of the nauie and residence 
of (he lady who bad engaged his arioction. 

Uu answer was extremely aiiis&ctoiy 
11c said, boMcvcr pouiful a state of suspense 
might bo, be vvould oeitainly |)Ostpoiic bis 
design tdl the I desired ; end, if he 

5 r« 






'jAl^ol^thendUcovor I disa^^proved of it, even 
thtogb 1 did not say so, hr believed it would 
be impof&ible for him to act id opposition to 
Aiy w ishcs, but he would venture to hoi>u it 
would not be difficult for me to concui in Ins. 
The name of the lady vrho was so interesting 
to him, he said, >Vds Aldcrton, and she re¬ 
sided in town with hei mother, who was the 
widow of a merchant that had beon a valued 
friend of his paitncrAlr. lianway. Ucspetl 
to the inemoiy of Mr. Aldcrton li.id induced 
3 fr. llanway to tube Ins only son as a cleik 
’ into tlic bouse, and that by means ol }oung 
Alderton be bad become acquainted with Ins 
siisler. 


It hod stinck me as extraordinaiy, that 
tVedenc, a manied man, should bealsurcd 
df a return of alVccuon from a woman who 
Ifpew bim to be so. I was most unwiUmg to 
^ aupp^ bim capable of endeavouring to gam 
tbe afibction of any woman impiopeily ; and 
therefbre, their mutual afTecvion bo'tng ktiowm 
to each otlier, rcquire^l an pxidanalion to 
justify th6 conduct of both. I eould not ex- 
feet an impartial accontt^ of her froth him» 





und inquired her name, in the hope of hir¬ 
ing of her by uthcr mean^. 

No person could have been more eligible 
for this purpose than Hanway. lie is a man 
of whom 1 have the highest opinion i and I 
have been so happy as to serve him efsentially, 
winch led to !iis taking Fredciic as a partner 
into his bouse, for whom he now entertains 
the sinecrobt friendship. 

I wrote to him immediately to reque^ 
that he would give me all the iiiformatiun be 
could about tbo Aldcrton Umily , adding, 
that the motive of my requ ^st was strong, but 
secret, and therefore begged he would no9 
mention to any one the inquiry I had made. 

Ills answer gave me ample infoiiuation. 
He said be was at no lofs to gucls tjie motive 
of my inquiry, as he ixas not a stranger to bU 
friend Oinvillc'b attaclinicnttoMifsAl^jif^tonp 
nor to his having v ritten to roo thb ^ub^ 
ject. He said that Fredciic h^’ lately given 
him tile histoiy of hib acqnaiutauce with hef« 


which, joined tw circumstancea he wMiQther*^ 
wise informed of, enabled hiip to give We alf 
tiie intoUigenco I.eouki desire. 

s • 

Her w $ worthy man, who died o 
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idw leaving his familf ftidlf. 

kr&nAy pt ovidod ioi, Hii> widow wai» a moan 
selfish cbarucici, wiih a great deal of sagacit}' 
and cunning; hia son an open^ gentle, simple 
}«uth, aiiU hu daughter a woman about 
tneiuy-cight, of an aitful disposition, with 
very insinuating manuets. 

In const quence of an illncfs of }onng AU 
derton^b, winch countied biiu to his mother's 
bousd, Fiedeiic became acquainted uitii Mrs. 
Aldciton and tier duighter. Upon Ins going 
two or thiec tunes to inquiic after the young 
man, they belmvcJ to him svith the giccitcsc 
pohtinefs, and spoke in sucii tcuns of tie 
high satisfaction Alderton icceiicJ fjom his 
visits, that Ficdcno was led, fiom goo.l na¬ 
ture and cnility^ to repeat them oftner than 
he would oihciwise haiedone. 

Wiiencvor lie went, they took cxtraoidinaiy 
pains to ingratiate theinsdves into his favoui , 
and Mrs* Aldciton dcclaicd he boic bo 
Striking A ic^omblaiico to a son she bad lost, 
that she could not help regS|idiog him with 
nateitial tendernefh, and feeling tho most 
nothing satisfaction in his presence* 

I'redenc was thus Jed, by various artUjces^ 
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t» tisit tfavb Iirequfkntly) till, nt fongi^, li« 
hog$n to feM tiM bocicty of Mifv AiderlO# 
-was moic agreeable than tr<as safe for bie 
peace. 

The momoot he made thi«> dthoovay, he 
discontiimed his vMts tiU iqx«iiod melsages 
from Mr*: AUitiloti, by bet son, inaile liim 
think hiin&df obligcxi to sv*it upcu her. lie 
found hot alone, and tbcexpicf'ied the greatest 
sdtura<tion lu seeing htm again, adding, witli 
an appeal ance of much concoin, dial his long 
ab6en<e bad made bci dauglitcr and lier reiy 
unhappy, lest the}' had inadvertently given 
Imn cause of displeasure, oi been, by some 
sttange accident, deprived of hn good opt- 
moil, fot, otherwise, the} could not suppose 
be would so suddenly and totally have de-> 
bcitcd them, when he knew iliat, in their ro- 
tued state, Im socicl} was the hist .uoongttMl 
few pleasuics they enjoyed 

hiodenc afsured Ik^ they had given hint 
DO cause of oifence, and that his ab^nce had 
not tMcn id the least owing to any duninttiion 
of hit regard and esteem foi ibaokr She rcK 
plied, that die hqiod he would ghow Uits, 
larohring them -with vbil as oftpo as he 



^^^ y a ^^jiTh ty-^-cQuId 1-'' and' $9 he d^'^d nd|;_ 
the real cause his ab^ce, he thought 
obliged to promise the renewal of hii" 

He took pare, however, to make them sel¬ 
dom, anti much shdrter thm before; but a 
very few sufficed to bring matters to the point 
Mrs. Alderton wished. Oh^ his goi^g to her 
1^0^. one evening, he found her klone, with 
a . V^: dejected appearance, She told him 
she.'W extremely glad he happened to call 
atl^ time^ as she wished to speak to him 
alone, and was going,to repose in him an ex¬ 
traordinary degree of confidence, which uo- 
tbipg but ^ high opiuioii.$he entertained of 

^ SiB}, and cktremo anxiet^&r her daughter’s 
'* iminefs wpeld bare induced her to do. 

a little more pres^ble, and imjeh 
^f distrefs, she proceeded to: «ay 
lately ^agined one of ihe gigg" 
i^tions she could suffer, wfe the||rs 

jfeaety.bnir^thatste'^ 

:efsity;df,1^his*its 

r dearia:fe:fehe!W !‘e 
i how; ocrMil^ul it mhi be, 
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a mother to make such a confcfbion; bat aftet 
much deliberation, she saw no other way in 
whicli she could, with any propriety, put an 
end to the visits of a fiieud she valued so 
highly, and whose company she had so ear¬ 
nestly solicited. 

Frederics surprise and (onccrii at this 
harangue were extreme ; but ho lustantly as- 
sui’tid her his visiu should cease, and expreiled 
tho utmost 1 egret for having been sh unibr* 
tunato as to be the cause of any Uiiliipptfiefii 
to her or Mifs Alderlon. 

She thanked him warmly fdr the concern 
no showed foi her, but sali^M'6 did not wisli 
him to discoiiiinuo his visits entirely, as it 

a 

would render Naucy still more unhappy, by 
leading her either to suspect tli&ieai ^ause of 
his absence, or to fancy another cqtt.^ny dis- 
agtocal^', all she could therefore desire at 
present, was that he should come vctfjjt Mddoin 
till some circumstance occurred, whieh might 
afford him a favourable opportunity for putting 
a toui end to their iiUercourie* 

He obeyed her lujuuciious, and v^nt very 
rarely to her house; but his meetings with 
Mils Alderton now, affected him very differ- 
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ently ^om n?iat tlwy had fwmerly done. 
Knowledge of her aHection, and pity for iier 
UoWpiUiieihy had a i>owerful effect on a man 
CKf hi9 amiable dniposttion, in strengthening 
his paitiality ; while the melancholy tender* 
nefsj NilMch now petvaded her whole beha* 
vioui, londcuHt her so fasriuating, that he re* 
sols od to give up seeing hot entirely, as tlio 
only ffoeans of lestming eithet her poace oi 
hi» pv». 

Two fucoefstvo mornti^s he went loMiv 
Aldcrton'a with the intention of mfoiining Ik r 
of Ini dcsigH) but slm was not at home, h1 * 
tliougb he \YM told the conttai^ till be was In 
the loom witli JMifs Aldcilon. 

She beemtd plunged in the deepest meUn* 
diolyi while .her uunnei was m the highest 
degree afleccing. lie found ui'ich thlllcidty 
is ooooeahng the eiVcct she had u^kxi bun, 
and as «oOn &s be left ber^ icsolving to tiust 
hlniielf IK) more m her pie<-fni.c, he wrote to 
Mrs. Aldeitoti that he would never retuto; 
being convinced tliat Mtfii Aldci ton's unfor- 
tttoaic atiacboient to iuin« would beat be ovei* 
corlie by complete separation. 

>(rs. Aldonoo w rote io reply U<at slic waa 
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cotitrn^^ a plan for ^moym^ncr dalightw' 
to the conntrv Ui the cborse of » week or two; 
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and re^ste^:^ woqj^ in tb^,HM*ri^;oaIl 

onceor twicelw a few i&inutes, as it:^uid 

** * > • . 

prevent any unpleasant apprehensions arising 
in the mind of Nancy before her depaiturc. 

This letter ^i^NU^came Frederic's resolution. 
He thought he otight not to I'efuse Mpt> Al* 

'' '."••• ' » ',i ' ' 

derton’s request^ and-^lihce mon 
her hoiKe, Wnwe he Wes receive^ ft her 
alone.—>She apj^red overwheifMd.wiHmf. 
and told him it arosO from'chtr^ 
having positively refused to gointo the court- 

try, declaring that nothing io ^»wridsbouki 

'['» ''' 

induce her to.deprive herself rf bis society* 
which was the only'COp>fort she had inji<e» 

, Frederic vr^ so ekcefsivdy distuil^ 
this avowal, thftt it was not difficult 

• •' .^v ’ 

Aldertdn to Iffhig him by deg 

*>' * ' ' ‘V ’ 

knowledge hissi^ction for her daug 

nutaal attachmi 

ihetiil^ara^^j^claring she 
^ whbci^ tho^..^peSk:-^i'ct, tirirdi JD i two 

^ “ ibter|ittiited by tile 
n, dSte^foriw. to make 0^ 


Kthen 

Cj^st 
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shdttld be fdr erer ieparated« It wait, 
the more to be deplored, an slie confehed vbe ^ 
had heard ho was unfortunate m his mauiage, 
and lamented that the Uw did not pei mit ilie 
difsolution of marriages, \ihon they could only 
continue for the misriy of the paities. 

Impicfsod by these obu'ndtions, and dis- 
tracted by lore and grief, Fiedcnc acknow¬ 
ledged his marriage was invalid, and by her 
enoourageiiicnt camo to thu resolution, before . 
be her, of having it annulled. 

Bat on letmning home, nheie every thing 
he itaw reminded him of his wife and childrt ii, 
his resolulion began to wavci Pity foi thetn 
took pofsefiion of his hi eastfeat of the af¬ 
fliction bo would bung upon his (atbei and 
mother, lose to bis view; the disajiprobatiun 
he must expect ffom them, aud Itom all his 
friftlDids, with a long tiain of heavy disticfscs, 
which must be the consequence of his design, 
flcMited in his imagination, and rendered him 
tbb pi*ey of the most conflicting eoantioiis. 

After a sleeplufs night, he rose without 
having come to any icsoliition except that of 
deuiing Mis. Aldcrton not to mefiuon bjs in- 
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trations to her daughter till he had delibe¬ 
rated upon them farther. 

With thib design ho went early to Mrs. 
Aldertou’s, and desired to see her alone, 
when he immediately informed her of the 
purpose of hts visit. 

She told him he came too late; thatknowing 
how very miserable Nancy was, she had not 
been alile to refrain from telling her there was 
A pofsibility of her being saved from endlels 
affliction; and though she would if 
lie lepentcd his design, oppose bis inclina> 
tion, yet she could not think of bosng the 
person to destroy the hopes she had raised in 
her daughter, and requested be would do 
It himself. 



Without giving him tune to reply,, she 
left the room; and wliile lie hesitated a 


moment what be ought to do, Mifs Aldorton 


entered. 


k 


fie now found himself compelled to ipeak 
^on the subject to her, and acknowledged 
^ ibe affection which bad led bim UiO day 
before to propose annulling his marrUge; 
while he coofefsed the obstacles that on 
fiirtbcr reflectiofi. appeared to oppose it. 
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JSbc listened with composure to all tliai i» 
said, but as soon as he ceased speaking, wep; 
excofsiTcl;’. Slic told him, as weli as grie: 
wouid permit, tliat she was afraid her mo¬ 
ther’s puiental tenderael's had carried hci 
farther than she ought to have gone; that sli« 
liersch' liad felt the utmost repugnance to the 
idea of dili>oivii)g bis marriage, as she was 
aware of the objections which could he made 
tu it: but her mother hud oppoticd her on 
the ground of its being a very mistaken 
opinion, that mete respect to a ceremony 
fihouid have the powui of rendering three 
persons miMjrabIc for life. That iiiarriuge 
was an iUhtitulion intended to promote tno 
happinefs of mankind, and should not be 
a means of jmijiicing the contrary eflect. 

For lu-i o'Aii j)art, .Mifs Alderton said, she 
could not pretend to be a casuist, and iuid 
only admitted the idea of annulling his mar¬ 
riage, under tlic iinprefsion that it would 
he fortunate both for him and his wife. If 
he now tiiougbt oilierwisc, she would be the 
ksi person to desire itshe had been for 
lomc time accustomed to think herself doom- 

1.* ai k 
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fiMiej her utihappmefb could be lefsened 
by any meusurt: >«hich could endanger his 
peace. 

Ftcderic was not proof agaYiisc her gene¬ 
rosity, her teats, and teiiJur cxpioisions; 
be loved hui pulMonatcl}', and cou'd not see 
her the victim of soiiou, of uhuh lie was 
tiiccauso, vMthout the utmost cutinniseratioii, 
lie fojgol cvciy thing but the icstoiatiou 
of hei tianquiihty, and ief^ her with a full 
dotcimiiiation to ammi Ins niaiiiagc. 

lie uent diiectly to Mr. Hanway to in- 
foiin Inin oi Ins design, fui, though his 
14 tolutiuii nas taken, ho uas anxious to iiave 
Ins ii K lid’s opimoa, and fai fiotli v islnng to 

couced an> pait ol las conduct, he deluded 

• 0 

to him miuutely the paiticuiars I have re> 
laUd 

Ml Hanway sau lie was too much under 
^ the iidlueace of Mils Vluetlon at the moment, 
to be leasoaed uith suceefsiully, and theie- 
foic declined giving hau any opinion on the 
subject tor a duy or tno, uhen he pionnscd 
to canvals it uith him fully, and mmd him 
.to consider it himself in the mean ume fts 
dispafuonately as pofsible. 
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Upon bearing Frederic's story, Hanway 
recollecte(i, that one morning when he called 
at Mrs. Alderton’s, during the illuef^ of her 
ion« she had in a very inquisitive manner, 
put several questions to biui about Frederic's 
marriage, uhicl], though tlicy surprised him 
at the time, he attribuicd merely to idle 
curiosity. They now recurred to his me¬ 
mory, and aided by his knowledge of her 
character and her daughter's, infused a sus¬ 
picion into his mind, of their conduct having 
been a deep laid stdicmc to ensnare Frederic, 
from tbeir having, some liow or other, been 
made acquainted with the invalidity of Ins 
marriage. . 

To know if his conjectures were riglit, he 
made several inquiries, in u cautious way, of 
young Aldcrton, by which lie discovered that 
he was ucll acquainted a ilh Frederic’s domes¬ 
tic situation, and hud informed his inoUior 
and sister of it the lirst day they saw him. 

Aldcrton was often in Frederic’s house, and 
happened one day to overhear a dispute 
between him and Mrs. Ornvillc, which ter» 
fftinalcd in her saying, she supposed he wislied 
to aepvAte from her, by his neglecting to 
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get the cereniouy of their marrlago legally 
}>erformeU , to winch Ficileilc replied^ tiiat 
he iu<i objected to it only from icdtitig it 
would expose the legitimacy of Uicir soiw 
to a doubt, which othei n i&u might never be 
questioned. 

On iccciving tins intclln'cnce, Mr. Han* 
Tray’s suspicions of the female Aldeitoii's v\(mg 
iuDy confirmed, and he lud iiaidly a doubt 
that they had acted solely from mteus^cd 
motives. It wa> easy indeed to sap|iose that 
Ficdcnc's handsome appeatance, add agtce< 
able manners, might have Captivated Alii!* 
Aldcrton ; but, as her muthui’scvtiauidin.n / 
aucutiou* to hint had coinniemed .it t’le \ei'' 
beginning of liieir acquaioMtice, ivas luoic 
pio'iabie that the conduct ol both !uul been 
exulted by his i.*iik ami iotiunc', whuh Weic 
great!} superior to anv thng Mils Aliitirton's 
obscuio situation could gi\u hui the leiiM: ^ 
chance of obtaimog; wluiu the aniiablcne^a 
idf IMS chat actCr, and his doaiesiic unliap]Mnpfii, 
ihight easily Inspire the hope of ouhing bin 
the piu} of their ambition. 

Full of the di&covei} he had made, Jl.in* 
way went immediately to Fiuderic with iho 
J'oiumt; Jlf, ^ ‘ 
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intptiitbn of nadccoiving liim about the cha¬ 
racters of hi» favourite jtnd bor moiber; but 
the very first lijlut of a rcficclion ou either, 
was so ungraciously ri'ccivetl, that Uanwuy 
saw It would be pnulont to be slow ia his 
comumiiicaliotis, if he did not wish them to 
be inistukcii for unjust BU^picl|}ns; since uii- 
iortuiiutcly he couM not bring forward sucli 
facts ill .support of his opinions, as to tiio 
eve of prifjtniiee wouW appear incontcatible. 
Ue tbcrefoit!, from sayittg wlu.t be 

bad Juteo^tifflUd afsItUed Frederic on a point 
in wldcUhtt^i^moruv^crable; tlicintciot! 
of In') wife and cI.iidM^ On this subject, it 
was easy to imprcfs him srtrongly ; and Ilan- 
way hoped ,lio Iwil represemed what they 
. might sufier, in such a manner as would tn- 
^ duce )nnt to ahuudon his design j but another 
Vj^teapug uith Mifs AKIerion disappointed tbia 
and left Mr. Uanway irroMlute liuw to 
act, witen he was at some metisufb by 

Il 'KtrdtnicV iflling him tliaC be ^ determine 
. «o ho guided l>v me. U 

On die {ie>ns.d of Mr. Hanway's letter, 

I was cxtrctpcly dt^ircfscd at your brother’s 

i but on le- 



, I iras .'uaw^'^;J 

might be t^'toslet,'to iintieceitc l^a^> 
anil would soften the disappoititiiii^t he m^st 
suffer. His plan can never take j^lace, how¬ 
ever he .ipay expect it while under the im¬ 
mediate influence of Mifs Aiderton. and 

* ' ^ 

sent from bis family ; but it is a measure too: 
fatal to bis eliildren, too distve&ful to.ti^ 
friends, and too improper in every poiBrp^ 
view, to be perusted 4a bv a ^a aiiabfe a-^ 




umn. 


But if be even miTrn'^icl 
Constautia, “ it will kiU his 
the hearts of his father and mother. What- 
cvQt >va) he act5, Uk peace of mind se^s 
gone for ever. 

tf V ■ 

“-‘.‘ It bo «o if Mifs 

uit^ .^amiable; but when he 

will return with 




«V ^ ^ 

:^ir. 


be torrectedi’' 





" * 

“ She catf 


t))<^ have 
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** I bhall consult Mr* HauTtay what can 
be done for them, and happily Fredenc has 
time for reflection/* 

'‘And foi tins we aie indebted to 3011* 
Often lia>e you tol<i me that tlio consequences 
ol oui actions ncie infinite, and now I have 
apioofof )(, 30111 genciuus kindneis to him 
has sa^cd us all ftom misciy What obliga¬ 
tions do you not daily lay us under 

Talk not of obligation, my love, you 
V ouM not speak of obliging \ouisul(, and 
aicyou not to me moic than niyscll ^ In the 
language ol liiic iiKndsiiip, the word obliga¬ 
tion IS unknoMn Ilecaiciul of yoiusclf, and 
those utio aic deal to 30U, and I tiust \m 
shall soon jucu ag* id liappici than ue pai t.' 
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Si)oN littut \lmoi.if ii*fi 

tiulotic •umcJ. (Hcscncc ^^as biiliii 

to I'io woniidcU ol Uis father (ind 

moihci. Sir Juliti had always lo\e(i iiiui 
^Mili utuomnun aiUunon, and though hi^ 
nhlisv.iet.uns had ivtn litiii pain, they liad 
luvc'i iiMuiod )i in m ins ('teoai, and he now 
\i( ncvl hiai oa tin son on nliuia he iva& 
to lean foi comtou to himsvV, and a&dit 
to ins iauidy. 

The goodneis of titnl I'tS disposiUon, 
the milduofs oi Ins maniuM', ..n 1 lectitude 
of ins intentions, j istiHe i 1ii-> lalbeiS pat' 
tiaiiti^j and icndeiel it ahiDot i iipoisibio fot 
any peison to te^atd him nitb. indificienco. 

liic unwearied o^eitious he .new nsode to 
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engage the attention, iind support tlic spirits 
of hu father and mother, while his own heart 
was lorn by contending emotions, encrcascd 
Constantia’s e!>teem for bis character, and 
sorrow for his misfortunes $ and she cn* 
dcavonred by every ailectionate aitcntiou and 
act of kuidnefs in her power, to conduce 
to his comfort. 


After iic had been a few d«i 3 ’s at the Abbey, 
one morning when I.ad( OrnvIUe was <>n 
LMced itith a friend, and Sir John busy \vrii> 
ji.o, lio came into Consta»lia‘« npjiiiiu'ul, 
v.iuto she Was omjduyed with iici tKcdlc, 
:iii i bittii.: down bv lier, \m 1|] a look ol luiicli 
anxiety tncl gica enibaiTiif^inent, iic asked 
it Mrf. Almouie bad inlbnucd her of the coj- 
luspoiiiicncc bliv had lately bad witli Inui "* 

Con^aiaia aieucred, she liad informetl 
licr of it onl) ine d ly < f her departurd, ujidti 
leurning that he vu, coaiirig to Ornviilc. 

' ** I cannot Ijv snrpiiaed," retiiiocd be, 

^*,ibatsho sUoOitl have been imwiliiug to speak 
-e .. f„v nrnbablv iblllks moiC 
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iinuivouiably of my inteuttous, lhan thby’ 
(icscrye, but, when sbe is fully d( juamto4 
^Vllh my Mtuaiiou, 1 Dattci mybdl wc shuit 

not diifer in opiinou-My uisc is d \eiy 

uniortunate one,—I am but loo sen iMe ibii 

ubiih evo way I it^t, J mu t lx unnappt , 

I lute but a choKC (h lmIs in my 

ami It reuiiuus to bo dtcultil vlu'u aic ibo 

Ua^t." 

Would to bci\cn’’’ s«iul roD»ti.Mtu, 
that I eoiilJ guidu you to puaic ’* 

** uu mil p’uul mo at Icu l to is' 
ijjlit —’o Hatv, I kai, I slicxl t\vr Ui a 
laii^ci ~ I hive bii Cl >, ^ hi tatitn, conr- 

(i .lied 1 1 oil] 1 11 01 } 111 i( , t cf\.ii( miijiant-ei* 
ti 1 ' pivoodcj, an » 1 I u 1 in> tua.uai^Oj 
t'u' du>(lo*u«c e-jui I dim >o i, nl u.ijui 
have done baim. ao h , i ulu I, but 111? 
puubar hituuuoti in wuuli I . u iinohed, 
could tcnipt me to divu I'uiu, but iC 
you Mill bate pat i net i > I s e \ t > my siofy, 
I will give It \ou Emi^i, as it wasj-s. 
* nutbing CKtCHUate, uoi ^et doivp au^bt 
malice * ” ^ 
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** How^ m> deal Fredciic, do you think, 
1 nan \>4nt patiemc wbeie you are coo- 
corned 


** Know then, that I first saw my wife at 
hei aunt, RJis WoodhouicN, wheic she ir- 
s'deii uitb her biothci My atqiiaintante 
Ulth Or]iit:>by was vciy accidental; and av 
he n IS much older than myself, and ftoin his 
clencul protclsion very dilTeicnt in habits 
and pursinu, I shoutd ixvct ha\e funned 
any connexion with him, iiad he not com ted 
iiH \Mih the most uuweanud arsidtut^. Flu 
piofersed mucli rcy^au! loi me, and being 
^ciy am.nin^, I soon found gicat plcasmc m 
Ills society 

NVl^cii o'lr (iivnilship had a little advanced, 
he mvitcd mo to duie at Mis M’oodhouse’s, 
nhcie I found u most a^iocable pait}. lie 
ifitioluced me to his .iint and sister in very 
f^tfoiing terms, and the foimer heated me 
with grtit politcnerh, and gave lue an in- 


vH^ifion to cnuie to lit house >ui often as 
^^nuld be agiccahV to tnc 

Urmc shy. soon afici, imitcd me to bcveial 

p&nies, and seldom met me 
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actidcntalK without preiiing me to go home 
With him i’l way, that it was dif¬ 

ficult to refuse. Mis WocKlliout.c was sen- 
&ibJC| cheerful, and wcll-biod, and Oimtshy 
luniifcclf so entcitaimnj, that my time pifsed 
With such pleasuic uilheii society, as inducid 
me at length to go often loluntaiily to Mis, 
WoodhouscS, at tiw hoiiis 1 evpct ted to hntl 
liiui with his faintly la this I wasficqucnllv 
disappointed, eithei by his bciag lioin home, 
oi callud away wh It 1 \\a.stliejc, but on »ucU 
occasions his aunt and Lydia showed so much 
anxiety to compcnsite foi liia absonoc, that I 
could not legiet tiu time 1 s|tcnt with them, 
and sonieiiine> parsed halt an Ijoui not di * 
ac iccably with the latter alone 

lilts did notausebom admifalion*of hei 
beautt, which did not aftcct inc tui though, 
on the hist view, she appealed stiikiif'lv 
handsome, hoi face was so devoid of cxptti- 
sion, aud bur mannei so peifectly ms^d, tliAl. 
had she not been the sistei of my<iicud| L 
should nevci have looked at hci twice. Ou 
fuitlict acipnmtanoe, howoict, the insipidity 
of hei bchai lour api>caf cd to bo ju a gieat 
mcdsui e ow mg to extreme dif&de«ice, w i c b 
5 Ga 
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made me dcatrons to encountpie her, as I 
thought her disposition smiabte) and felt 
grateful for the solicitude she showed to en¬ 
tertain me. 

1 should, notwithstanding, ha'ce Ibund the 
time I p.ifsed with her alohe uxcefsircly 
tiresome, ha 1 1 not been kept in constant ex¬ 
pectation of seeing licrbi Ollier appear, for he 
toldoin left me without saying he hoped to 
I {‘turn (puckly, which he somuUmos did. 

My visits had noccoiuuiucd long, before I 
began to s.u'-jiect I wus regarded by Lydiu 
^with more kindnefs tiian was merely due to 
the friend of her brolliei. As 1 had never 

I 

shown her tiny particuLr attention, I >\as 
IkuCK'd hvhej paitiahty, which was Ix'traycd 
in a sc'ry arllefb manner. I \\as careful, 
however, that no pait of my behaviour should 
lead her to expect a return of aflection, and, 
satisfied with myself in this respect, did not 
think it necefsary to avoid iier society,—on 
the contvaiy, 1 yielded without scruple to the 
. gratification I could nut help feeling in being 
tenderly beloved. 

•' Thi:» conduct was wrong, and 1 was soon 

doservMtfy ppfiiBbed for it. Iler affuction in • 

A' i 
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<rea«e(l, she grew melancholy, «nd I ccm^t- 
dered tnyseif as the cause. I now dclormtned 
on ft change of conduct, and tor some tinus 
gav« up going to licr aunt's. Her bi other 
called on mo fiequehtly tu icpioacL tne kind- 
\\ fur my ahwnce, and one day etitirated 1 
nuuld visit tiim in an eveuin^r as often as my 
engagetaeuts would pcinnt, a« hr nevci stood 
so much in need of the sneutt cf a faend. 
His Histei, he said, had Ailments whkli threuN 
died h consumption, but onlutiuoaicly did not 
think hcrselt ill, and n ou) 1 not be ptevaded oft 
to tike care of her tU. Hr <iddrd, that hoe « 
iiidiflttenLC to Liu uusasiehlltliibgatlUNr 
-^tliut he icaied siu nonld die, ^nd besMOIjl^ 
bv. distracU d at the lgr.» of her, i>he \va> Ofli^ 


ot the most emlahie gills m tiu wturhT.^ 

This intelftl^nci* icndcirl me 
ufih&iipy. 1 fftHecud on my cQiMiu^«^«vu4|; 
tohor, aud ^njiprateful to him. 
the utmost kindneiii ondeavoui^ 
happy m bis ho\t«e, iuijt I . 

friondship hy dcsiioying 
not, indeed, comud the afl8cikl»oihiei^j|iH|!i,^ 
i>ut t hud fttlowed t^to btieaMbj^ ^ itif'*' 
dultreuce; 1 



to overcome it, by going often to tiie only 
place where it was impofsibio she could avoid 
me. When too late, ] became sensible, that 
the triHing even so far with the peace of an in* 
Docent girl was villanous. 

Opprcfscd with these reflections, I went to 

AIrs>. NVooJhousc’s w’jth the intention of per- 

suadiniv Lydia to taVe care of hci health. 1 

found her cxlrcnicly* dejected, but not other* 

wibC apparently ill, aud she afsured me that 

she did not think she had any miment what- 

eter, though, at the s.imc time sbcconfcfscd 

that slio was inUiOerent about her health. I 

did not choose to mention hor brother’s fears, 
% 

lest they should alarm her, but her want of ap¬ 
prehension did not make nic think her the lofs 
in danger, anil I endeavoured to prevail upon 
her to bo careful of hcrbclf. 

A tii'cek after, her brother called upon me, 
'biid told i^e Ite was preparing himself to re* 
sign hei*^ as the melancholy into which she had 
fallen, whether the cause or ciTcct of bad 



bealtb, would infallibly destroy her. 1 could 
l^ot hear tins without iitcicasing unlmppiiieis, 
\l%lch , the ncKt day, earned me with extreme 


anxiety t* MrSj Wofiidhouse’s, to urge lydia 


fr • t*. 

instill 






done before; 
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to those attentions lo bo self, wlilili I Uc- 
lie\cd necelsary to her piCbCi nation. 

Sbe dui not hear \uthout emotion, my ex* 
piefiiions of concern foi her steltaic, not my 
anxiQUa solicitations tbiU slio uouM l>c atten¬ 
tive to hei bealtli, bci wlioie liame appealed 
agitated, and the molancbol> sMcetncfb ofhci: 
bchwiour, Was so intuc sting,—tlial, in bne, 
in a niomcnt of tendemefs on lici p.ut, and 
cxtieine pity on mine, 1 olkicd bei my 
band. 

The timid joy with nbicb she bcaul my 
piopobdi,—the tcndci avowal of bci aflettioifc, 
It pioduoed, and tlie mi&eiy it completely 
banisbcd, made me at fiist ample amends for 
the saciifice 1 bad made,—foi at the veiy mo¬ 
ment 2 iiudo the ofici, 1 felt it a saciifice. 
Ihe die was howcvci cast,—I bad no alter¬ 
native, and I resolved to many her pi^ivately^ 
as 1 did notsupposeuiyUtbcr Tvouldcohsent tb 
out ni)arriagc, and I thought it better to mavfy 
wiiboiit bib kuowlcdge, than against bisindl* 
nation. But I was fai fiom being deteimined 
when our union should take place; 1 wis^d 
it to be delav cd a year or two fiom prudent 
tial motives, which I mentioaod and 
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dented her to communicate them to her bro> 
ther^ nrheo tixt toH him of the eogagemcnt 
ve had made. 


The moment be heard of it, he came to me» 
in the utmMt concern, to remonitrate aganut 
my clc&ign. lie i»aid he Iiod too much regard 
for mof to consent to a measure »o injuriou'i 
to my interest ; thongii, otherwise, be con* 
fefsed, It wa^ the event in the world that 
would give him tbc most sauafaettou* Ue 
lamented the acknowledgment which Lydia 
lidd made to me; hut whatever tbtght bo 
the consequence of diaupiioiotmcut to her, IvC 
Could barer agree to our nuriiagc; atideaiO’ 
lUiely entreated tiic Va consider how many 


beau^iil and accomplished women of fortune 
j ' Imvo ill my choice, whCn the peridd 
iiiat would proper for my uuu-rugo thoulj^ 

' l^thwjfehd him wartftly for Ids disinterestutl 
ftWiliilp; but said, that since be had nO oV 
to our union, eiioopt wiiat arosO front 
icero fob&f, it tbouM cert^y 


if 4 tQ be oppoM 

tbkik it 
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bis duty to frubtrate my intention by other 
mcdns, that bo Would send Lydie to a diitank 
pdit of the couiitr}', and had no doubt ab« 
boflce noold boon destroy tliat partiality 
tvhtch 90 j&iUlly blmded me to myiuteicvti 
and if I shouKi attempt to ronespond with 
her, he would (Bake tuy lather and mother 
acquainted with my design, who would un* 
douUtodly throw obstaolcb m the way of it, 
uhtch It would be impOfiible to ovcrcoiuc. 

i ho extreme generosity of thi't behaviour 
imprcfbed me with tho highest admiration, 
bit coahimed, instead of weakening iny 
bolution, as it made nio moio than over in* 
tcicstcd, that so gcneious a friend should bot 
be a si'Utier by me, 

ills threats, however, tmluccd me to luake 
an alteiation in my plans. 1 believed that ho 
wunldsend bis &i»tcr to the country^ wbiU)*M 
it was the most inclement season of 
w ould be suflicieiit to kill h« r ^ 1 behoved a1ii4l|, ' 
th.it he w ould ducover luy iutciiticuis to m 
finniv, which would be tho source of ehdl^ 
vestiuon. and, to icmcdy these evils, no 



way appealed so easy or piopor, asftuclopOf 
iiunt to GietnaGiucn. ^ ' 









day I w«it to Mrs. Wd«lhotfte% 
apd^^as ir^nx^ that O^f^sby bad been 

*s 

suddenly called out of tomi, but was 
pitted to return in t week, when be ifitead|i^ 
to send Lydia immediately to dl^country.-. 
Though she told me this, she did dot suspect 
her hfotber’ft motive for her Teaying.^WD, and 
.imaig^cd be bad only some ordinary visit in 
view i but I was of bis design, and re- 
solved to s^ite the moment of bis absence to 
acc^plish my own. 

I proposed it toXiydia, andUoId herj wished 

*'r.' '. • *> 

it tQ ^ke place die itext day. An ufi^mediate 
clop^cnt,. E said, was necefsary on her bre^, 
tbe^ aecoQbf; not merely from the fear Of 

* U * ' ^ V 

his jiieventing. our flterd8ge,vbut that his con- 

^ s ' 

dudt^might Rot be cxpqsi^ to tlie slighteit 
ceepifat^^froa^y frieads: at ^e sw^fs time .1 
ail^frdha^that I had not*the least fear of my 
j4md<fbother’$ resentment, after oor 
-was over ;.though, if they were 
‘"- made acquaj^ted with it, tliey might 

• ’ > V 

it iii^i^anner that, would occasion us. 

ii deal -of. troublevf. „. 
not dii 




her ct 
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$enl i and noxl morning she got p^rmifsion 
fiom her aunt to visit ufnend, at whoso house 
I CdUed on hei, and having a pust'Cbaiso wait* 
mg ill a cornel ol the stiect, we immediately 
aor out for the noitb, leaving a lettci foi Mi s. 
Woodiiousc, to lofoim her ol our dcpaitare^ 
whicli was not to be dehveted till the even¬ 
ing. 

Iho fiist day «c tiavcllcd quickly ; but I 
had so litte appicliension of put suit, that, on 
tho suon I, I thought it unnctcisar) to trasel 
faster than was agiccablc. On the morning 
of the thud, IwasaUimedby tcoiiig theio 
had boon a hi*j>) fall oi snow in tlic iiiglit. 
We now fou id itioquisite to piocccJ with 
the utmost eviX'Juton; but, on oui anival at 
LanCdbtei, wcic told It was irapofsible*to get 
farther noitb, the loads being lenderod im- 
pdfMble b) snow 

Tiic unexpected occurrence threw me 
into tho utmost puplexity. I had not money 
sulbiicnt foi a long absence fioim town; 
and i( we waited for the clearing of the 
loads, tboic was no knowing how long we 
might be dctaioed, m Hic sno# continued to 
fall; yet, to return aniudri led, it(^er mir elope¬ 
ment wob known, appeared ameasarhftaugbt 
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with auch unpleasant consequence to us l>oth> 
that 1 could not bear to think of it. 

In this dilemma, it occurred to me, that I 
bad an Oxford fticnd and coiupanioi) settled 
as u cloig^'man at Picstou, wbo miglit pos* 
sU>ly«bo prevailed upon to marry us. II wo 
could, on out return to town, say that wu 
were married, no attempt, I thought, would 
he made lo M>p.iratu us; it would be sup¬ 
posed that wc bad been atOictna Green, and 
we would aficrwdrdsgctthe ceremony legally 
performed. 

With difficulty 1 prevailed on my friend 
♦o opmply with my rccjiiest, w’hich, bo said, 
he did only in oomp.ifsieii to the dclit.itc situ¬ 
ation of L 3 *dm. Wc rhmaitusd at his houte, 
with liis mother, till tlie banns weie thnee 

I 

j jpfOolplbicd, the stonii still pi eventing our 
I'’ Itroceddin^ north ; and, the moment the cc* 

I MmpHy was poi forniod, returned to town, but 

not heed so long resnlpnt at Preston 
Its tofiender our ttj^rriage legal. 

I ' I ib&H pttfs ovcf'’evtfry cireuHHcanuc of my 
P*wy you are with, or that 

shall pro- 
was settled in a 
1 ^uatlon far 






fioui agreeable. My ivifc was soi^nteea, and 
1 was not quite t^venty•ouc. She was anaablc, 
but sbo was a child. Her capacity was good, 
but she nas so o\tremcly ignorant, that 1 
found no cotupepsation in tici scKitty for the 
restiaint^ she imposed upon me. 1 bad bocn^ 
fiom mfancy, accustomed to a variety of 
amusements of winch 1 could lit brook the 
w'4nt. I endeavoured, however, to conceal 
my chagrin fiom her, aod to console myself 
tor what I siinbrcd) by icflcciing how luisci- 
ahlu I should have bc‘cn, if I had scon her lAid 
her brother^ peace a sacriBcc to my indt!»> 
cielioQ. 

'I hu birth of eldest son opened a new 
1001*00 of comlort to m) view; and when ho 
w as a year old, We w eic both so fond of luiDji 
that I began to hope h^ would compensate 
to las mother and n)}8eir foi any disapp<;iMiU 
lucnt wc might sufkr in each other, fiutthia 
plca&tm^ hope Uus soon biastedi m a uiaunQC 
the most unexpected. ^ 

' Ormesby had been lately setUod in a living 
1 had obtauied lor Ijilm from flur EsOiibrid 
son. U had bj||||)ji|^Cflino(td'for 

hir. CUilcott, an <^3^11dnt whui Ita'd a 
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wife and family to f»opporl; but he saw me 
so interested for the promotion of my brother* 
in>Iaw^ and thought so highly of him from ray 
rcpresentJtionb, that he preferred hU interest 
to Ciidcott’s. 

Soon atU'r Orincsby sent me, in a letter to 
his Sister, a coannifsion to execute for him. 
It did not reijuirc to be done immediately, 
and when tlic tunc for it arrived, having, in 
some measure, turgot Ins ducctions, I desired 
her to give me the letter, that 1 might be 
correct as to the inalructions he had given me. 
She was busy at tlio moment with her child, 
and having locked up the letter, she gave me 
the key of her cabinet, desiring me to look in 
a certain drawer for a letter in her biothci^s 
hand^ dated tnc fourth of October. 1 did 
aS she dirbuted, and one of the Hist 1 laid 
ray band on, I believed to be the one 1 
wanted. I did not, however, find in it the 
iastructions I expectcil, and retut nmg to her 
with It, said, that 1 supposed her brother’s 
cotumifbion had been written on a slip of 
paper loclosod, for i! ere was not a syllable on 
the subject itjiilic loiter. 

She took It from me, and liad no sooner 
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1»egun to read it, tben frhc turned alternately 
red and white, eud appealed m the utmo:»t 
uonfubtodi 

Here, daid she, is a mistake, tins letter, 
though dated the 4th of October, wab wiitien 
two ycaib ago: my brothci is i ei y apt to omit 
the year in dating his letters, but you will find 
another of thu date in the same dtawer. 

I will look foi It, said /, another time, but 
tell me at present, why this letter has so 
stiaiigelyttirectudyou ^ Ituxcited iny cuiiosity 
w hen I read it, but tiie agitation it bos thfow n 
}on into, surprises and alai ms me,—explain 
to mu those ambiguous c\pielsious m it ie> 
specting myself, whicli appear so extra- 
uidmary. , 

At these woidv she buisi into and it 


was long bcloic she could cithci speak qr be 
ai all composed. Ai length she made 
following tepiy. 


Tills Icitci £ wish you had ncvei seen; I 
krni It fm: the sake of one part of it, undflar 
the porsuaaion it would be uniW«lligU)lQ 
any otic but myself. 1 did Jt 

would ever fail into your hands Ifels that 
say own bohayioui would bettay Hie an 

r ^ I It' a 
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eJtpl*nJXtion of ibe coMents. 1 Uowcvorj 
give tliem trulyI never deceived yern, and 
never will.—1 have permitted you indeed to 
be deceived in my brother, but it was only 
because I believed I could not otherwise act 
pvoperly. I hope wiU fuirgivc me,—and 
th^ you have too much afiection for your son 
and me, to regret, however you may di^ip- 
prove of the means by which vre have been 


united. 

When my brother first hi ought you to my 
aunt’s house, be told us you were a particular 
friend of ins, and do^tred that we sliuuld pay 
you every attention ui our jiower. Wc did 
w, and sooti after you became a frequont 
Visitor. I rejoiced every time you cnterod 
tW. house, for I thougl't > o« eMicmclv .'gao- 


abbf, and knew that in your pi ■ <'ncc my 
would be in excelleul immoui, which 
Iw* was very far from bemg at otacr linlos. 
You seemed to ba\ c a magic po« cr uver him, 
* ^ wore never mci.tioned uifhoot his 

oprplfrcencyi' and 
[lor saw [>9^«no- 
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ments go ddiglitfuliy u tho&6 tviticli were oc¬ 
cupied by you. 

Aflor yoH bad visited us for sotfie time m a 
friendly way, my brotiicr one morning asked 
me abruptly hOw I liked you ^ Pcicettmg I 
did not answer readilyi be said, I will gpare 
you, Lydia, tbe trouble of a reply. I luve 
for some time seen that you like Omvillea 
great deal better than you can be willing to 
acknowledge; but 1 do not blame your par* 
tiality,-^it is very natural, and I only men¬ 
tion it to tell you, tliat you laty be bis ^Mfe 
if you please. 

However 1 may regard Mr* Ornvilte, ro- 
plied my marrying bim cagnot surely de¬ 
pend upon myself. 

Entirely, gaii my brother, if,you fl^iU be 
guided by mo* ^ better A®'* 
how men are to be 

fnd if you will fb)Jo*if My bdVpc, 

Jd^y be pretty suie of Ornville. Let bi# 


'Ji 


ly ARMS tile aOcction y ou Jiavo for 
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Mr. OrnviUe, answeM I) can novar raqnire 
eaoouragement ro addrefs m« if be js inclined 
to U, and if be is not) why should I e&poso 
cnyseli to hia cooteapt by discovering my 
affection. 

Ifou arc a simplctoO) replied my brother, 
and if 1 did not ti ust a great deal more to your 
articTMief^ than ^ our art, 1 should never ex¬ 
pect to see you in tbe situation I wisli. If 
Ornville feels any partiality for you, the dis¬ 
covery of yours mil increase it;—4fhc docs 
not, it may create it nith a man of his dis¬ 
position Almost jll lucji arc flattered by the 
sUcntions of women; some arc 'comiiletely 
won by them. I kiiow j’ou would not feign a 
pa&ion \ ou do not feel, to gain any lUAn; but 
1 hope you ureunt ‘udh a tool ns to eonccal 
AM you really Imre, when the discovery may 
you ofasntinily. 

'^Woiikl lt*bc hoboUiublc, asked I, to endea¬ 
vour to gain a persouV uOcction, when it may 
neither be their wish, nor thcii' intere^ to 
marry ♦ i 

than to gain a womau^s udec- ^ 

happens that he can 
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pursue easier than she can fly; but it is per¬ 
fectly fair in you to atteropt the conquest of 

Ornrilie'jb, as he can retreat from >ou as soon 
as he p1easos.<~-lt is nccefsary to be plain 
with you, Lydia, continued he, and I bcg}ou 
uill attend particulaily to A%hat Isay. No 
M'omau that is entitled to the namo of Lady 
uithout being pofscfbeil of fortune, has any 
means of placing heisclf in an agreeable or 
lespectable situation in life, eacept by mar- 
iiagc ; and it is therefore peifcctly right tliat 
she should avail herself of every bonouiable 
means tii her posver of mairyiug s^cll. Men 
hare placed uomen in this haid condition, 
and they have no title to complain, though 
they should sometimes suffer hy it. In }oiir 
case, bouevei, there is nothing to \tc lo- 
gretted. Here is an amiable >oung mat) 
tlTroun in your nay, and whoie can be tbo 

I 

impi opi icty of endeavoui ing to gam bis aflec* 
tions’ Ifjouhave notall tlio adventitious cii- 
cumstuiices in your favour, uhich be may 
expect in a wife, you have at least quahtict 
\hat io)ty lender him mucli happier ib^n the 
fiivolous cold-hearted woman of fashion, into 
wbovi* hands he may otherwise happen to fall. 
liHis. * / U 





V 
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I thecofttrtuy we he w ^oiw^tme, 

ttnd% poifllfwt HSi« ail ^ ob- 
_ ,at he ^de have 

freatyega^d and hig^ hiift; hut 

. vcmid be strangeI should allow my 
riehdsbtp for Omvilteyto make me insensible 
'rf lhel^Oty I owe my sister. I hove haearded 
your hi^nefs by bringing hitn so often into 
your companyi and since you have happened 

to fix your afiSsctions upon 

feast iftigive yon sonfle afsist^^ in gaining 

JiU». What I recommend id-^^u must be 

with one of iwo coft^quencesit 
ei^ make him your lover, which feay 

tbeitocans ^. rendering yodvbq*|^ai>py, 
wilffeduce hwh to ri^nquish ytmi* society, 
wbil^ case lie will be safe,^and you riiay, 
^parated from him, soon recover your 
^anqirflhty^; "biit' otherwise you cannot expe^ 

tfe, i cannot ^ibw *shut my door agam^ 
Vkm,;x»'aiterfey behaviour to Inm ,fe fthy 

respdfe. 






||di»<isw*^o all tins, 
^^COQife^ frofe-^ncb lfe 


^us 

j'y\. 
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nvB tlie letter you have jatt read. ITe aftcr> 
Mardh gave me several instructions for my be« 
baviour to you, which I did not attend to, 
being resolved to employ do means to gain 
your aHection, but tlie simple ones my heart 
dictated. To couccal my afTection from you 
entirely, was not in my power, and I willow'n 
that my brother’s conversation mado me lefs 
averse to the discovery of it, then 1 should 
otherwise have been ; but in the whole of my 
conduct, I cvHS guided by the conviction that 
3 'ou had it comjdctcly in your power to act as 
you thought proper.—^You know' the sequel; 
the iuteri uption of your visits by putting an 
end to my )io}>cs, thtew me into a deep me¬ 
lancholy, which roused 3 our affection, and 
determined onr marriage. • 

On our return from Preston, my brother 
lainenicd to me, as he did to you, our having 
marned clandestinely, which, ho said, not 
even the pity he had felt for my unhappy 
bt<ite, could have induced him to wish, as lie 


was aUvaj s solicitous for your though 

he could not he iiidiflerent td N^j|ie« 
had a very di^ult game to l.ydi^ 
tween you and Omville, condouod ^ i ajUd 
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I have endeavoured lo act justly to you both; 
yet 1 know not how bo might itku to hear of 
the advice I gave you. He might |»fi>ibly 
mistake it, and fancy we acted too much from 
desjgn. I therefore earnestly advissc you never 
to let him have the leai>t hint of the matter; 
for there is no saying how very much he might 
misumierstand it. h'ov your own sake you 
should be at the utmost paios to give him the 
roost favourable imprefsions of me that yon 
can, for his attachmeni to you originated in 
his liking fur me, and liic more he lutes and 
esteems yonr brollier, the happiei you will 
fmd joursclf with him. Yon owe m<’ hesule', 
every considcr.aiicn ; f«*rtoinc \oi .le cei- 
tainly indebted fur your liusband. 

Lydia now ceased .speaking, and 1 rcnrjaiiH*i. 
almost petrified with surprise I was cxce 
lUVdy shocked wdth the duplicity of her b:o 
ther^ but as IdtJ not wish bei to know tin 
extent of it, and saw her in great distrefs, ' 
soon endeavoured to Console her by saying, 
that though 1 did not approve the conduct of 
hw brother, yet m cemsideration of bis frieitd* 
' abl|t hr her, I abould never make tltc least aU 
tefWion in my behaviour to him. 
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my saying this, she changed colour and 
appeared violently agitated. Fancying her 
emotion arose solely ftom concern about him, 
1 again afsured hor» that he should nevci have 
the least cause to suspect the information she 
had given me; that lor her sake I should con¬ 
tinue to legard Itiin, if 1 could not lur his on u 
love him so nuiclt as I ivished. 

\t tlu'sc noids, her disticfs seemed to iii- 
u *0. and eagerly grasping my hand, she 
* lid 1 IS too pood to be comiecicd mtli Ik i 
1 *i\i .ind she <ould not peimit me to be 
1 ton (!«(«. M cl in liiui. 

a*vitc.J 1 , (111) 1 ^tllI det^ i\cd ni 
n •' Is he voi"! tlitiulk'iou ol 

fli noise, *,1 replied, I have (old you 
I t snv to explain Ins letui, 

"•it M<t 1(1 IKS o he told bcfmc he Can 
]. lUuiv uitvi lied to >ou. I ticoib'^u 
ir 1 w tin lea of iiDmasking him, but afiei 
I It I have said, 1 should ncVerfuigivc niy- 
If wore I not to muke you fully acquainted 
»ih his chaiactcr ” 

Ficdeiic was interrupted m this part of Inih 

)iy by u servant coming to announce tko 

arrival ol visUois 

i U3 
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CHAPTER X 


Th* 5i‘st tinac Frederic had an opportunity 
of beini; with Constuntia alone» he thus ic- 
mmed bis narrative* 

** I bagged Lydia to tell me fiecly all she 
knew of her brother, without any tear of con¬ 
sequences; for his Btfcctioii for tier uould 
^Iways be his shield with me. 

’Alas! she replied, it is not for him I havo 
any concert} i* I never liked him, and o»e 
him nothing;—it is for yonr peace only I am 
anxious. 

Owe him nothing! rcpoaUnl I, astoni&hcd; 
I>ow is it pofsible, when he interested himself 
fto kindly in your mairiage f 

Decause, answered she, he did it for bia 
own Ktke alone ; be hoped by the interest of 





ns 

I 

Xour f&mily to obtoiu in the 

vhureh. 

Incredible! crie<l I: lie couUl not be so 
base! he could never be actuatdd solely by 
seir>)iitcre.st! 

She wept bitterly without making any reply. 

Toll me, 1 conjure you, said I, oc^what 
circumstances 3 *ou rest your suspicions, and 
why you have concealed his vilUny horn mo 
50 long ? 

I kticw little of it, returned sbu, till tlie 
visit my aunt riudc me two months ago: it 
was titen only 1 obtained jicrfect knowled^ 
of his character. 

Your aunt tlicn, said I, is as had as liimsclf ? 

Oh no, blie replied, sho is very different, 
and I one her much. It was only liy slow 
degtoos she became licn^ilf acquainted with 
the motives of his conduct, aud not till my 
peace was too much involved lit tlie event, to 
permit her interference. 

TcU me at once, cried I, every thing you 
know about your brother, if you wish ci»at wo 
should ever live in harmony together. 

Tiie task, amd she, is agonising, bdt I' 
‘Will perform and leave the ere^ to HeSrp'. 

K4 
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Ten.«-*Bofoi‘o I bec&mc acqnalnted vtitb you, 
1 hred very nnbs^^pily with ray brother; he 
never &boned me any kmdncfb, and waa very 
ilUterapeied. I had lost ray mother when a 
child, and my fatbei died when I was four* 
teen, leaving me to the care of my annt 
and llpther The lattei afsunicd ovci mo 
the authority of a parent, and as n^y fathci 
had imp) ef»cd roc w ith the highest rc<ipoct for 
the ties of blood, I oevci thought disputing 
his commands, however harshly delnercd, 
and should have been entiicly guided by hiv 
opinions, liad they nut been counteracted by 
ray nunt. 

Aftei our ac<jUaintanco with you began, 
his beliotioar softened, and he appealed so 
kindly uitci'e^ted for me with legaid to 30U, 
that!I vas fully persuaded he had m> mtciest 

^'.raorely at Iraait. 

f Bftid so td Mrs. Woodhouse the Just time 
waft hei«; upon which she told me I was 
mistaken, nitd tint she thought it right to on* 
deceive moat othei n ise, the obligations f 
fanoM myitlf under to ray brother, wonld 
gW« jjl^ra an influcntjc over me through hie, 
wbtdi tm^il be pernicioai to rao, and of 
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which he was ei^tremcly ttudeserving. She 
then told nae» that a little vlnle before he 
brought you to her house, she wished me to 
accept of an ioTitation 1 iiad received to pafs 
some time in the country with Mifs Ilallet, a 
friend and cotn])an)on of mine, whose bro- 
ihci shoved me so ropch ailuction, that my 
aunt boheved he intended to addrefs me. He 
was a young clctgyman of an amubli* cha* 
lacter, uho had a small independent pro* 
port), and his sister Maria was of so swoot 
a disposition, and so superior in her under* 
c-Unding and pmsuits, to the geueiality of 
giiJs, that my aunt thouglit 1 should be ex* 
ticrauly foitunatc in being connected with 
such a family. 

My biotlici, hovtever, wonld not peimiC 
me to go to them, and told my aunt privately, 
that she must not giro any onoouragement to 
Haliei} for, though ho might do well enough 
as a husband for mo, he did not suit him as a 
biothei*m-law, and that he had higher ticua 
foi me, which, he ho|)cd, 1 ihould onediyr 
lidvc cause to tluuK him foi. 

Mia. Woodboose uos obhghd tofcquicsco, 
but bh<I not the least suspicion Irbo the pe|)^| 

HS 
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soil was he had in riew for me» tin some time 
after you became our visitor, when she found 
him conttiviog frcqncmt pretexts for hsaving 
you alone with me. To accotnplisb this ef*^ 
Icctudll}', he was obliged to ask her concur- 
rence, which he did at first by saying, he 
saw I was partial to you, and thuiigiit it a 
pity not to give me all the chance he could of 
gaining your afiection. 

My auut disapproved of hU method of 
doing this; and as he found, by hei conduct, 
that she did not comply with Ins aisbes, he 
again spoke to her more seriously on the sub¬ 
ject, and accused her of eiueityto me, in 
not endeavouring to promote my union uitli 
you. She said that slie could dicover no 
partiality ip you for me, and ought therefore 
to discount mine for you. lie replied, that 
you would soon become fond of me, if you 
were often in my company, without haring 
otlicr objects to engage your attention; that 
attachments were generally the effect of situa¬ 
tion, very seldom of taste; and that he iiad 
BO doubt you would soon regard me with of- 
lectbn, if we were only left to ourselves. 

' said, ff that were the case, h was Ida 
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doty to separate us, as you were too youngs 
to marry, and your friends would never ap¬ 
prove of your marrying me. He answered, 
their approbation waft unoecefsary; tbeir for- 
givenefs would bu sufficient, when the mar¬ 
riage was over. Sbe replied, that sho did oot 
think it would conduce to my happlnefs, to 
become a raenibcr of a family against its in¬ 
clination, and might be prejudicial to him,, 
os he would justly be censured for promoting, 
the connexion. 

Hi** promoting it, bo said, would uot be 
known j and, in fact, all be^mcant to do 
to leave us to ourbolvcs} that you were cer¬ 
tainly capable of taking care of yourselfand 
as for me, my happinefa should in justico 
be the object of bis cai'e, as lie hughf to have 
foreseen whut would be tho consequence tot 
me of bringing you to the hotMO. He eddfd,. 
tliat feo far from considering our marriage $M 
prejudicial to his interest, bo viewed it as tho 
infallible moans of nuiking his fortune { es Sir 
Johu Ornvitle bad several Hviogs if» his gift, 
and great iuterosk, which, if Lydift merried 
his lon^ would sooner or later ba employed 
ifior^Jlib preforment, and ho hoped thi«(;o(^ 
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tta^ A influ^ce 

her cfpndtict. ‘ 

1 

; S^ told she thougbi'4)e was building 

\'k* ' ■" .«.V « ' ,. «• * 

on foubdatiooaj for itwas vei^ 

improbable that your friends would intere^ 
themselves for him^ if they were displeased 
\vitb the marriage. * 

If it should be replied my brother, t 

. >'rl- '' . * 

sha}l »tili hate an agreeable and useful con- 
. riex 

liis i^er a«d mother, I ai^,]cd to expect 
more. Sir John is too good and just a mah 

s 

not to forgive bis son an error, which, in a - 
i'^btit^^ he will regard as more unfortunate 
than blamabic; and as for Lady Ornville*s 
ure,^it will not survive a week, as 
she is rema^M>ie weak indulgence of 

her :^l^r^^l>/ 'i^ch so many femdc femts 

iS* ruining the liatminefs of 
providing ua^nt for them- 
lending into the world m^nided 

of society. 'I^ey will 
time, adb^t my'^terast as 

ialij if Xydiajws 
shobid ahM^iit.he Its^ifferedt 
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in O^nvillc} but froitf*the character of 
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uncle of their grand-children, and endearour 
to pldcc him in a respectable situation. 

Mrs. Woodhousc found it was impofsiblc to 
alter his viows, but in the warmth of their con- 
Tersation, she diacovured, by some expreikions 
lie inadvertently dropped, that he had thought 
of you as a brolhcr-in-law before he brought 
you to her house, and that it was on your ac* 
count he had discouraged llallet. She oskod 
him, why he had not been at more pains to 
coiicilialc me, since be had so long entertained 
the view of making roe a useful connection, 
and must be sensible that on my favour fov 
him, much of his suceefs with my husband’s 
relations might depend ^ 

1 am under no apprehensions at ail about 
her, he replied; if she marries Orniplle, she 
must be conscious, that she owes him entirely 
to me, and will likewise know that his esteem 
and attachment to her will be strengthened by 
his good opinion of her family. For her own 
sake, therefore, she will be careful of my in¬ 
terest, and rejoice in my pre^rment: for tboro 
is a reflected light wc derive from'‘*tbe pro¬ 
sperity of reUtions, which it is not to be sup- 
postd that she will be more iA|N||^lp than 
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i^tber«. I have seen e7eo good men weak 
enongh to be flattered by thoir leUtions to an 
•sralted scoiindiel, and on tbts absurd regard 
to the tics uf blood I rest my hopes. You 
tliiuk they are built on a sandy foundation^ 
but eviimioe the conduct of individuals, and 
you will And the ties of consanguinity foim a 
pillar on whicli I may very safely lean. In 
spite of the indiflfercucc to iclations so fic- 
quently complaioed of, the ties of blood ba^e, 
by one means or other^ an influence on almost 
every tidiisactiou ot life: blockheads will be 
promoted, and sillams pardonod almost any 
ertme, d they have but good connections. 

My aunt was so much difsatisfled with my 
brother’s sentiments, that she resolved to con¬ 
trive some means of saving you without be¬ 
traying him} hut on conversing with me, she 
found my affection for you so deeply looted^ 
that she abandoned her design as cruel to me ^ 
and determined to leave you to act us you 
thoogiit proper, persuading herself, from lier 
partiality for me, that, as you would marry 
me from affitetion alone, 1 had qualiucs w 
might render you happy. 
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LydU iiow rnded her narration, but it was 
long before the cruel sensationi. it excited 
would suffer tnc to speak. At last, 1 asked, 
why she HmI not informed mo of her brotlicr’s 
character the moment she knew it? Hovr hbu 
could for an in&tani, allow mu to cherUh such 
a serpent in my bosom ^ 

Slie said, she was deterred from it by her 
aunt, but tliat it was the consciousriefs of his 
unworthiuefs, more tiian the letter I Jiud read, 
which threw her so unexpectedly inta con* 
fusion, and betrayed her into the coufefsioA 
she had made. She told me that Mrs. \V^oocU 
liousc had said, the discovery of his character 
could only give me disticfs, and had declared 
she would never forgive ber^cif for betraying 
the conhdence he had reposed ia Jier, if it 
should rum him with me. She advised Lydia 
to give me, by degrees, such a koewiedge of 
bis disposition, as might put cue on tsy gourd 
against his insincerity and selfishne&, without 
exulting suspicion of his artful conduct to 

myself; adding, that she would not yet have 

trusted* this to her discretion, had Hot her in* 
fir^a state of health made lier fbar tbnt sh«i 
' Atgbt not live to do it at a fitter period. 
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Lydia then showed me a letter ftom Mrs. 
Woodbouse enforcing this advice, and ex¬ 
horting her to remember, how earnestly her 
father had reqneitcd that bhc and her brptlier 
would always live in fnendsliip, and be lenient 
to the fallings of each other. Sbe concluded 
her letter, by saying, tliat howcvci L>dia 
might disappiovc of the conduct of hcrbrollicr, 
she ought never to forget bow uoarly he w ax 
related to her, and that it was, tbcrefoie, her 
duty to treat him with indulgence. 

It isimpofxiblo to desciibc to you tbo tor- 
atmii endured ou Ending I bad been the picy 
of such a mat!; but I sa\i my wife so miserable, 
khat I was obliged to stifle my rage before her 
as well as I could, and happily she imagined 
my vexation aro^ entirely from disappoint¬ 
ment ill Orniesby. The view, indeed, he 
gave mn of human nature, was not tlm least 
part of the misery he brought upon me, but 
the iiyury I had done to Chilcott, rankled 
chiefly in my mind. 1 saw him always before 

4 

1 Q«I—Hi virtuoos man struggling with a large 
under oil the liardsbips of poverty, 
fl^fonond bad said that he would not have 
prpChrrfd auy man to him except my brother, 
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and now I beciUi!^'Orn£^t^ 

cyen been the cKvactet^ l wpptiBedi, he ought 

% 

not to Iatc been preferred^ <m^ the score of 
consangniluty ah>oe, to a 
situation of Chilcott. 




The rays of aanshine which had gilded our 
dwelling on the birth of my son^ now departed. 

I grew sick of myself, and of\€^ery io 
life, and .flew for rdief to that Jove of play I 
Imd imbibed at Ornville, and had- witii 
diiKcuUy suppi^fsed. Gaming, I fotmd a ’ 
remedy for my distempered mind, although it 
ultimately increased my misery, and broughti 
a load of vexation on my father. The grief 
it occasioned him, and the kind and just man« 
iier in winch ho testified his disapprotatiott, ’ 
had more effect in reclaiming tl^fegard 

ll'QQi 


I'll* 


to my f»wn interest, 

4 

for cvw“'»-' vitv 

consOlaticm 
n^r b^;^i6ferent to i 


■ •' 

I 90 


'< .5 



at a most eugtf^ig ago. 

•s ♦ 

r '' « 

rendo^d hooM once more 
.'crea^.jnyr^&enw^for uw^aa^^o^. 
.^ilW fPlod‘'6^esbyjf;^i#.>^ hi 
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tiiBti f hod discorered the base arts he 
Imd pir&Gtised toe6eet a marriage betueen his 
sister sad mC) and that not even my regard 
for her should prevent ay exposing his 
conduct to tlic woild. The symptonw at a 
consumption ricru tluMi beginning to appear 
in Inui, and 1 belie\c luy Jotter liuiiied him t(» 
tJie giave. lla would othcrnisu have escaped 
unpunished by me. I'ho tiesoi blood piovcd ' 
indeed a pillar on which ho miglit test, for 
though L^dia bad norcgaid lor bun, I could 
uot, ou reBoction, wound the feelings of lier,. 
or of Mrs. Woodhouse, by cxpojing his per¬ 
fidy. 

On his death, Sn rsinoiid ajipointed Chilcott 
his siicccfsor, which cootiihuted greatly to 
icstorc.uiy trunquiliity, and 1 believe I should 
now have been happy hod my n ilu conducted 
herself prudently. Ilor temper naturally 
apxions, had been much ^urt by the indiffer¬ 
ence I had long shown fmr botne, and disap- 
^inted of tlic affection she ex{iected fi om me, 
mournod her misfortune inccfsantly. 
'When at last, she saw me sk with pleasure at 
fireside, the saw likewise, it was from tbo 
ddight I toqk in my children, and though tho 
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Tfiost aHcxtionate mother, site became jealous 
of tlaiu, and could not conceal the uneaslnefb 
she su0ercd. She saki she now saw 1 had a 
heart formed for afll^tton, aithot^b 1 could 
nut beitow it upon her. 

Unibttundtc error! site knew little of 
hiiin.ku natuie, or she would have known, that 
she could not have had a surer avenue to mjr 
uirccttons than through iiiy cliildtcn. 

Could bhe have goverued her feelings, I am. 
persuaded hc should have been happy, fov 
bhe uas otherwise an agreeable companion 
Tune, and her visits to Ornvillo Abbey, had 
improved her m many respects. Her ideas 
weie expanded, her judgment formed, her 
manners engaging, and lier countenance no 
longer inbipid, becnied to poftelx a beauty to 
wtiich 1 had hitherto been nibeubiblu. She 
never returned from Kent without appearing 
more pleasing. Such is the effect of virtuous 
and enlightened society! 

But she tormented me so much with her 
complaints, that I often wibhed myself at A 
distance from her, and the impatience I 
showed of her behaviour, rendered her stiff 
saoto utihappy. 8bc fiefj'tOhtly declared| 
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she wished we were separated, for in absence 
she might recover tranquillity, but was cer» 
tain we could never he happy togcthei. 

A few months before site left Knglnid, wo 
were visited by Mr. Kooke, the clcrg>inan 
that niatned ns, who cxpicfscd much legret 
on finding the ceremony bad not been again 
pi'i formed.—1 had intended, on leaving 
Pteston, that wo should be again married, 
but no intjuirics having been made by onr 
filends about the ceremony, I did not reilcct 
on the impoitancc of having it renewed, and 
ignuijiice prevented Ltdia from thinking of 
it at all. After the visit of Mr. Hooke, she 
urged the renewal of it, but I hesitated, !cat 
it should prove jtijuiious to out childien; and 
while the measure hung in suspense, the lil- 
nefs of her grandfatlier tiorncd her to Aitoua, 
a month sooner than she Lad micnded. 

Soon after her departure, I became ac* 
quainted with ^Il^s Ahierlon, a most engage 
ing w'oman, who tasthi me what it really 
was to love." 


repeated to Constaniia tlift 


panicoiars 


given Mr. Ilanwiy, pd 
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eoDcluded bis recttal by earnest!/ requcitii^S; 
•her couKnifserotion and advice. 

She was extreme!/ cmbarrafsed how to 
•reply. She was most unwilling to shock his 
ieeiings by an immediate and explicit avowal 
of her sentiments ; yet she was no lefs averse 
to conceal tliem entire!/) if lie insisted on 
knowing her opinion. She told him, that 
the more she felt for his situation, the more 
she was reluctant to otfer advice on a subject 
of such importance, when lie had other 
fuends on whose judgment the utmost re* 
Dance could be placed. 

So sa}s Mrs. Almorne, Constantia; and 
tbus I may be left to the gutdanco of my 
own feelings, which, I am conscious, arc 
too moth interested and fluctuating to bu 
trusted.” 

You cannot trust them tit present, but 
time may enable you to take a calmer view 
of the subject« I am myself perhaps too 
much «waycd by feeling, to jad|^ of it 





whither 4oe« four frohng iea<i 
you^ I am afraid you arc not aware of 
my sufferings."’ 

“ Be afsured 1 have a very strong sense 
of iliem.” 

But your countenance is dark ^-oyois 
dibprore of my intenUoa 

“ 1 feel for your wife, Frcdeirc* you 
know bow I love aud esteem her. I lament 
her errors, but I lament also her misiortuncs; 
she has tx^en, as ncll as }ouiseit, a victim to 
the selfishncfs of her l» other; had it not 
been for him, she might now have been 
happy, t\it wife of Hollct.” 

“ It is too true; he hazarded her happinefs 
much more than mine in every stage of his 
plot. Ills conduct and that of Hastings 
have almost given me a disgust to tlic name 
of biother.-^-But tlic question now, Con* 
^ ^ Staiuia, is in what degree I ahould continue 
tjhe rfetlm of OrmeshyV bosenefs. If Lydia 
CBhftOt bo happy with roe, ought 1 to oootinuo 
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miserable with If she was displeased 

with me when I did not prefer anotlier, what 
would she suffer now, when my heart is ab* 
sorbed in a new afiecuon ^ she would qmcMy 
discern the altered state of my mmd, and her 
wretebednefs, added to my own, would be 
more tliar. I c^Uld support. My distrcfs, 
however, should be dwragardod; but I have 
more than hcr^ to consider. Ought I to be 
inddleroiit to wliat Mifs Aldortoo suffers for 
me ? Can it be right to make her for erer un¬ 
happy, for a partial benefit to Lydia?” 


** U It certain, Frederic, that Mifs AiJerton 
will not recover her tranquilbty it she loses 
you 

9 

Tbei'e can be little doubt of it; her affec¬ 
tion for me, and the gentlenef> of her din- 
position, leave it almost unquestionable.” 


** You think her then very amiable?” 


** As an migell—-you would be cliarmed 
with her, Consuntia; she it a model of tuu> 
pholty and tu*eo(tKd'h.” 
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Good Heftven! tbougfac ConstaDtia> ^baC 
a blind pafsion is this! Can he not see, that 
the woman who encourages the affections of 
atfnarned maii^ miut be unwori/n/^ Could 1 
have loved Valraonsor,'if be had sought to 
detach me fiom my duty 

i 

I am aftaid/’ said Fiedcric, perceiving 
her in a reverie, ** you condemn me more 
than you arc willing to acinowledge. Yuur 
mind must revolt from any encroachment on 
the tidulity of marriage vons^ }ou have been 
accustomed to regard siedlock as a sacred in¬ 
stitution,—but to deserve this lespcct, it 
should be evtablibhed on a different plan* 
Tho misery I have sufferi^l from it, may not 
entitle me to annul iny marriage, but might 
not Lydia have been the counterpart of bef 
brother, and as guilty as himself in ensnaring 
roe ? Would it not tiien be shocking to rea¬ 
son,<*-«to bbmanity, that I should be con¬ 
demned to ursociatc for life with such a cha¬ 
racter, and be iiTemediably the victim of 
her woithlefsucfs?—-Yet even then, how 
light would he my tufferings, compared with 
those of thousands of belplefs women, who 



daily evpanaiMe ^ most brutal treatn^ent 
from their husbands ? You, know ConstantU, 
how often my fatbOT'a influeneo has been em¬ 
ployed in saving unfortunate wnitEim frotft (htt 
most systemaiia outrage of their husfskhds.’* 

“ Too 'aell I know iL’* 


** Is it notmonstious then, tliat tbeie should 
be no means of difsolving the tie which of¬ 
ten chains the good to tbo u icked, caccpt 
otic, which m many cases loads only to the 
tnumph of the guilty Tlie Uw s of marrbme, 
a^ they are now framed, pcimU; the roal 
triumph of vice over virtue! * 

I. 


I am nut inseniblc of this TVedoric, 
and think divoiccs should be pernutted on 
various grounds; but th^ should be gramul 
with the utmost cautioo,'•end oQly ft^m tbo 
strongest motives, otherwise the mcM; fata! 
consOi^uences would ensue. Were thoy easily 
aitoioed, wowtea might tremble for tlie oou- 
duot of as well« bad mon. tor, ought 
not the best be adalod by the ina&jious arts of 


vromeg ^-^If }‘ 0 U) who are tb 1 

m. I . 
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Amublc, Mho loTe your cUldrdn lendeil^, 
and at leabt eiteea your wife, cun bo iq- 
duced to abaudon her, Mhat woman couM be 
•ecurc of iMr place in society a momeui 
Wbat disoidei, what vast Turiety of wiotched- 
nefb would miallibly arise 


^ 1 do not deny ibat, Constantia, but 

theio i8*no neceisity for extremes; and the 
present mairiage ]aw« aie bertamly pioduc* 
Uve of the heaviest calaouties, though custom 
Minds us to the source from which they 


spring. 


n 


**Constautlamade no iHiply. 

h 

Af^er'a long sileine} Fiedctic renewed 
:he coRvorsatiOii by saying, ** If Lydia could 
)e happy with me, 1 certuoly ought udt to 
fdrsake her j but if id)e cannot, should we aU 

;b£«fl.i«pnt)piie etorsally isisei'abJe 

\ 

** !t i% not Lydia*s Interest fdW, that op> 
your dwigo; there wyjli ^loonj^ other 
&8b to W contldteM* Wbdt woutd b«- 
mic ^ your children 



T' 






■f, 


. ii* 

^ X n 

It i| my mtjwtiott ^ ^ey should re¬ 
main some time m iih their mo^efn both fdft 
Iioi sdbe nnd eheiw. Iq n 
oducattofl and tho pursuits W<>uld> «tt 
all eventSy remove them fiom her/'« 

** BuV not iinally; it is only 6y your 
lying Mils Alcl^tony that they can hav6 t|ie 
uusfoiiuno to bo ala ays separated ftom one or 
other of their parents. And ate yqu pr#' 
pared to resign them eyen foi a few yaoN^t 
Or can ) ou expect Mifik ^erton to 
them with the tendcinefs of ihoir inothut 


I& It not ciue), CoDstanim, that ^l|frhu!l 
pver way I act, 2 mgvt be vrrotched ^ Yoi 
do not,—you cunuoi know what U to bav< 
yomr hwrt totn by atfccuon fpe a ^jwn, 
iVom whom it may he y^r fa^e to be fl^jr evei 
wiJtraiedl” 

«It » J3iy Ifhowiadga 
Implied C^eemMa, with,a ti^b, 
me io ^(Ihe unfbtIUMte 


k t ' 




a 

alfactiop yh>^ 

Ik 





\ 


> 



ntU' ^owed«to «Ddei»irour 


t#^to li«r!%rea*^ an^ bwBe'lhefiTwith 
^ars, saidiliey resembled you?” 


no c^c, 


ow ^ verj^> 


iy DO'inore j 

her sake, I 


\ ^ ^ 

se Frederic rose, in violent 

in a disorderly'tnaiiner acrofs 


kM^-ihrowin;g; opeo^a door, went, 
:^/aoartfne«t. . M 
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OoH^TAMTiA im 'with the deepest soiro^j 
the wretched itxte of Frcdouc» wldch fti» 
feared was irretttodiable^ yet there were 
nuMits 111 which fhe vcntmed to iuduige(||fi 
hbpei that Mis. Almoroo had heU out to 
and she rejoiced in her journey to towOi lii 
aObiding) if pofMldc, the means of 
ing him from ht^ unfortunate aUachm^nt ic 
Aldffiton. 


. • \ 

!MrA Almorue aras berM 
teiftsted 10 the faff df Fredcnci 
co)^, on her anrhtfl in tondfn* 

Mr. Haaway's. but he wat utdueki^^^ ty. 

town, m 4 ffl fcethrti &( 

days. 
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<il toui ocloclc m the afternoon, the day altn 
s' c kft 0’ii\i!K 

fou) d him ikuK rcstoicd lo health, 
niul i icf < i\L I li h lu , utl Sii 1 smond 

(lie ULiiU «.l>l il it 1} 

Ml \**s n \ t .1 \«nciihU ohlnii'i, who 
h <1 ill X lived )i I’u stiKUst It iiiilsh|) 
.will hw liolhct aiul I i<l\ Vn<>ou, and had 
iJ( |)1( i >' I I ns n i It u II U (d ( liiMi i 
hi () t \ n kV ol \u ju I toil (. 

oOruvii' I V I ti mill him iiom it 
t lu > V I n ' V 1 lu i i iiiiilv, and 

t in h on t (i e) t laii ‘sn J Inu lie 
! d alwi^s 11 n nis (.om|)aniun and iiiO:>l 
lllMalUU 'iKIil 

Soon alt I lh( nuim^i. ol Mis Vlino no, 
lio as i it uiiiK I tl to hti. ainl iiad LuI since 
1 Raided hei VI thtlitt admiiaiion ind u pctt 
which h(i chaiactci minted, i he> now met 
with ftll tile kiivincis and s Jisfaetion that!« n > 
iiicndship and iniiunl esteem could inspiii, 
hc^htened, on ihcpaitui buln, b) hopi* of 
the ?’Oud ehec Ls wlaeH im^lU ic*ult lioni their 
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Ml. \u!»ou lumudialtU tUdiiin' 

lli.U lici 11'CSL.ncc was nv*<* isU) to pi'U'il io, 
nioNeij. 

Snino tune was pafn. I m i kkI ui jIii h 
abuiitI'i viliKi, aiul L m itinii I iiuiiii-. 

Ill wIik'i Sll ‘ slllOild loilKil \Mlli s> iliur 1 
s\.i .lU'i, (Uit xMi >. \!ut>iiio (lid tu L iniiiC* 

dutol) disco\oi an> aluiutioi in lint, I it 
duniit; diiitici s i( p. t\tMi ^d i«c \ < iuiiniii'»' 
uudsiiniis, and II A) 1 Iiu . lo loi loiio 

.dti i U, \Ii \n<-oti o*j < iv«. I, lliil < v.t> no 
Ion ,ei Uicliippj, ' ' >1)11^ ua , •^’ic liail 
bt«.n 4 c( u (Oiiicd to m ' liiiu 

ft 

.S iii ic ^ i.‘d, lint s^t i \ s I'll iiiufb u ut 
a ( on idu li L an^/ ni Im s, >. a>, bat ti oii< d 

ilii' <aa'< ‘ siiis (1 iii(.i.ii }i I )’•. 

“If It c '1 bn iciiiediod,” ii*,o'iud Mi 
Anson, “it mii'*t l>c by jou, and 1 bas 
louimd In^h u\{>(‘cl< 4 tiuns ol tbc Iviaiit 
are to deiivc itoin } out couti.e! an I uUi'-l 
iiicc.” 

“ You cannot ibink too bi3!iiy ofm) dfsuc 

! 1 





to serve}ou/* said Mrs. Almornc, « but dare 
I Matter myself it nilJ be in my power 


Of that }0U mil be ab’e to judge when 
you know EsmoiidN stluat!on» but my hopes 
<irc <>aiiguine. I huited to } ou in my lettei« 
thut he iiaJ got 1.1(0 all cntanglemeiit. it i& a 
peculiar one, and has been the cause of much 
concein to us both. Il.s story }ou shall have 
fiom imnscir, fur he knows my intention to 
consult sou, and highly apptoves cf it. 
VHicn 1 f I'-t wio't to }oii, I tht^ not inform 
) un, hut on biirtt taken ill, the fear of oiu 
not mocting •^o soon as Iwi lied, 
acknowledge what 1 had dune, end heg he 
would mst.inilv go (o\ou. He could not be 
lircvailcd on to Ic.isc me in a state, winch 1 


was aluitiling, but lie consented to 
cidploy some d the Leas / bouts i.e pafsed in 


iut4^^1ance ou me, iii willing >ou a nanative 
of liis stoiy. 'J his we piopo^ed sending \ou 


as soon as it should be completed, if }oui cn> 


gagements or iny health did not then allotr 
US to meet, but it was hardly fjhnshed, when 
I got BO much better as to permit the hope of 
seeing you here, liis labour how^i er, w ill oqt 
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be lost, for the readiDg his manu^rlpt will be 
the best wftj of making you acquaiuted with 
his story. He would feel much anxiety and 
cinbarrafsment in giving you the detail in cun* 
vcrsalioD, nor could you rccei\x it to so much 
advantage, as when you can deliberate at 
leisure on the various parts of it as they may 
happen to strike you.’* 






Since his st^y^is peculiar, ^ more 


pleased to receive acc^ 


T. 


: It, 






“ The sooner you per better, for 

hrs anxiety' to know is greati 

He meant to send you hts 

servant, but lest it shouffc^ij' ^^ Sri^nt 
fall into uthcr hands, he speak|i 
of a third ]}crsoi), and left the rnttf^laiik: :to 
he filled up by means of a letter,^jp W 
vioubly to send ynu. He .j^jiow filled 
up himself,, and gi^i me maauscript'Sl'! 


i 'Mfy-t 






X 




I 4 


r 


V 


Mr. Ajifbn then dolivor^d to Mrs. Almorho 




is 



\fHII 

absolutely McorMfy to em^le ber to form 
a just opinion of tbc characters concerned 
in it. 

IMrs. Altiiorne stiid she would not open it 
till she retired for the nighty but would nut 
sleep till It Wiib pci used, that Sir Eaiuond niiglit 
know her opinion early in the inotning. 
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ciiAPTEa xiir. 


an catlyboui Mrs MinoincnisIiL iMi. 
Anson dud i'sniond ^ood ui^ut, .uxi as 
soon as sUe was )u tier o]^)unu(i vhc 

nunuacnpt, andicacl astolluvvs. 


One motiiing m the end of libuiary^ av 
8ii I jiiioiul Anson was coming Iioni PaU Mall 
to St, JainL>S Pailv, a violent shower ot hail 
induced linn to stop at St Juiues’s uU u should 
ce«se. * 


As he stood, he observed twe notic 

hiitt, w>9 ha4 taken slieltor irspi tlje 

^ 

stoim. Ono oi ^as elderly, tho otbtte 
very ¥6ttng^ lltd Sir Ksuond tliooght had the. 







s 


6nest forffij and most beautiful fiace be bad 


ever seen. Tbe expref^ion of her countenance 
was uncommonly mild, and her voice, as slic 
addrefsed her companion, sweet and plaintive. 


The drefs of both was so plain as scarcely 
^0 entitle them to the appellation of gcntle- 
omen, } oi their air and manner showed they 
could not be of vulgar condition. The elder 
appeared extremely anxious about the young 
one ; placed her in the most sheltered bituatioii, 
an 1 taking a eanibnc handkerchief from her 
pocket, wrapped it about her neck nith the 
ulmobt care. 


I'he hail was succeeded by a heavy rain, 
iibich induced Str Esmond to oder them his 
services in calling a coach, but his offer was 
civilly declined. lie then endeavoured to 
enter into conversation with them, but not 
moie succefsfully. The old kidy answeicd 
bnu in civil, but fesv words; the young one 
«acin<nncd filent Nvithoul appearing to attend. 


After long waiting, the i‘aiu ceased, and 
they dcpaitcd. Sir Ksoiood Tollowod them at 

• •• • /t 







V 





tlidbi eo^i.bouse, of ver^. mefl^ appearaci^. 



His adfniration had never beeii so higbl^r 

• IV 

raised as by the youngest; aOd there was 

* « 

something in the appearance of both that 
strongly excited his curiosity. He wished 
to know if they w'crc visitors or residents in 
the house they ha^ entered, and walked long 
near it to see if would come out, but de¬ 
spairing at length ts^ seeing them, he went into' 
a small shop adjoining, to inquire by whom 
the house was inhabited. 


He was informed it was pofsefsed by a Mrs. 
Sorell, who, from the description given of her, 
c^ld not be either of' the persons he had aeea ; 
but on further inquiry, he found-s^.'had 
lodgers, who were probably the stranger^ ho 
was desirous to hear of: (heir names he could 

4 

not learn. 


The next morning,^ the thoughts of the 
beauttfi^l^cc^djtft ran so much ioipr P^mohd*s 

'iptp Ca*^-Stre^: io; 
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I ^ 


l>«6t meftni of obtiiuitng in^orflaatioh ^ut 


her was to call on Mrs. Soicll, on pretence of 
inquiring for lodgmgb. Thiv he immecltdtei/ 
didy and found Mrb 3 orcll at homei who in- 
' vited him into a small mean parloui, winch 
coi)cbpoiided uith het dp|>caidiicc. She ^^as 
a little, thick, squat, vulgar luokiiig woman, 
whose countenance and mannei gave no im- 
prefbionb in her favoui. * 


** In answer to hi'* inquiries, she told him 
that -die had no lodgings vacant, but might 
soon have, as tLcy weie only let by the week, 
and the stay ol her prebcnt lodgcis was iciy 
unceitaiu. 


A few more inquiries fium br J bmood, 
led Mrs^ Sorcll to suspect he was moi e mqui* 
sitivo about iici lodgcib than het lodgtugb. 
She confefacd her buspicions, adding, that she 
could not be suipiibed if they were jubt, as 
many gentlemen had called upon her on then 
account, tliougli thrsfweie none, whose ap> 
peaiunce gave her so gicat lUcliuattoA to 
obhge as bii self. 



^ HoHi^ • 


Mrs. Sordl’slooks were more exprefureth^B 
hot words; Sir E’»>nonU understood them os 
she wished, and in a few minutes tbc}' under¬ 
stood each other so well, tliat ho obtained 
from her the following intelligence. 

The ladies he had seen enter her house, 
were a Mrs. Fanbrook and her daughter, who 
bad been with her a few w ecks, but of w hom 
she knew Imie more than the name. They 
had no visitors; appeared to be very poor, 
and employed tliemseh cs in needle-work for 
their suppoit. Mifs Fanbrook was so hand¬ 
some, that she seldom went abroad without 
being followed by gentlemen, some of whom 
had made oifei s to her mother for her, and the 
offer of one genllcman was so great, that she 
supposed It would be accepted, as soon as he 
returned from the country, whither he had 
been obliged to go for a short time; but Mrs. 
Hotel] observed that Sir h^mondS appearance 
would ceitainly induce Mifs Fanbrook to giro 
him the preference, if he chose to make her 
proposals in the interim. 

i 

Sir Esmond was solicitous to know, on what 

.*. 



I I ^ »|i > ♦ ^ ^ V 

so opporitl’W tho opinion be htd formed 
of Mrs. Fanbrook and her daughter from tlieir 
«{^Mrance and behaviour, and was told the 
'%ehcate health of the latter iiSihst soon oblige 


"W' ■ v* 

her mother to have recourse to sonic meah * 

of improving their finances, as she M'as un* 
able to bear the hardships to which she wu 
exposed ; and it was probable tliat Mrs. Fan- 
brook had only delayed accepting some of 
the offers she had received, from anxiety to 
make tlie best bargain for her daughter that 
she could. Mrs. Sored said, that she could 
have no scruples of another kind, as she had' 
^’discovered by a conversation she liad over¬ 
heard between them, that they had come to 
town not long ago, on account of a quarrel 

they bad had with a country squire, with 

« 

whom Mifs Fanbrook bad lived for some 

’ • 

✓ 

time. 


Sir Esmond was shocked by this account, 

» • ^ 

though he was not inclined give it implicit 
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there could be no doubt of their poverty, ha 
icsolvcd to make su«'h offets to Mrs. lianbrook 
as mii^ht be the mcatis of ascertaining her 
chaiattci, and ot ^ving her daughtei, d she 
WAS yot uncoiruptetk 

Mrs. Soldi lofoiincd him tliat titcy took a 
Mdlk 111 the paik every moitung about eleven 
when the weather was favouiable, and he 
lesohcd to attempt having an intoniow miLIi 
them there, before he made the pioposals ho 
intended, which ho meant to make by letter, 
as the easiest mode of piocecdiug foi himself, 
ami the most delicate tui them, it then ch^- 
r.icteis neie respectable. 

lie wiolc to Mis. Finbiook in concise 
tui ms of the mtoi mation he had received, o 6 br> 
ing a caite blaiichu loi her daughter if they 
weiutiue, but intreatiog, if pecuiiiaty diffi¬ 
culties alone induced her to listen to such pio- 
posils, that she would permit him to have the 
happuicfs of rendering her independent of 
them, lie added evciy information about hia 
family and foitunc be thought nccefaary, and 
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offered ftoy testimony stKf should think re¬ 
quisite, to a&ure her that he was the person 
lie icprescnted himself to be. 

Jlcfoie eleven the next morniug he went to 
Mis. SoiclPs and sat lu liei pailour till she 
mlunuud him that Mis. i<ai>biook and her 
daiiL^litei i\eie gone to take tiica usual ^^alk ; 
he then left the house, and foiJoued them 
slowly till they bad advanced a considuable 
way into the paik, when he quickened his 
pace, and LOiiiing up to Mis. Panbiook, ad- 
diUsedhei with much civ.Iit>, cxpicibing his 
hope that she had not sulleud fiuin ihc storm 
to uhiuh she bad been exposed, when he had 
tliC plcasiue oi seeing hct. 

She ansucted complaisantly, but seemed 
disconcerted by bis addiels, and after walk¬ 
ing a few paces, wished him good mot mug, 
aud turned away abruptly. 

As it was evidently her intention to get quit 
of him, lie made no attempt to follow her, 
^ hut walked up the Mall, and on retornttig met 

ITe only bowed as he pafsed <d to 
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i ^ mpn 
done! the ra^er ' 41 ^, ai 



tage.'^Wi 

seemed 80 exquisitely lovely^swith. an e: 
prefsion of coontenaiice so divine, that ) 
w ished to be rivet^ the spot on ^ich 1 
cou]d 1 >ehold her. 


^ lie met them once more as they came down 
tl}C Mull, which they immediately quitted, 
* and went into Spring Carden. As they bad 
taken u much shorter walk, than Mrs. Sorefl 
said was their custom, he bUs)M'cted they had 
done so to avoid him,and had gone by Spring 
Garden to elude his iiotiuc, whicii increased 
his dibtrmt of Mi's. SorclPs information, and 
his desire of serving them. 

In a quarter of an hour he went to her 
ho isc, wiicrc he found they hud come imnie- 
diutcly on leaving the park. Ilu desired her 
' to id Mrs. Fanbrook know, tiiat a gentleman 
begged leave to wait upon her on businefs, 

> and was soon admitted into a small apartment, 
wlicrc he found her alone, lie apologised for 
the intrusion, presented bU letter, saying, ho 
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would Cill for an answer the next niora<> 
ing, and left her witliout giving time for 
a I cply. 

lie pafsed the time in much anxiety till 
he uauod on Mis. Faubrook the following 
day. 

She teccived him civilly, and (old him &he 
Tias not burpiibcd at the infotmalion timt had 
been gucit hiiv, as her situation exposed her 
to lui^icpicicnUtions, that the account he 
had heatd of bei daughtci u as perfect ly ciio- 
nooub, aud though then pccuniai y dilhcullies 
Meie considerable, tliey uerc not such as 
to induce them to accept of ahi&taucc. 

He cxpicrscdniuch regret for her being in 
a state that exposed licr to any lQdlglnt^, 
and eat nostly enti cated that she u ould pci niit 
him to relieve her from pecuniary embairafs- 
ments. 

She declined compliaoce with his request, 
hot with acknowledgments for bis genc> 



in ¥ia situation, his oHfer did 


iiot deserve to be called generous, and ho 
hoped she would not, upon inquiry, iind bis 
character altogether unwortiiy of the favour 
he solicited; that it would give him the truest 
pleasure to render her and ber daughter in- 

. .V * 

dependent; and to prevent any scruples site 
might have in complying with his wishes, he 
^ would, if she desired it, promise never to see 
them again. 


Mrs. FanbrOok thanked him in very ex- 
prefsive terms, but positively declined re¬ 
ceiving any pecuniary ufsistance at present; 

4 

declaring, however, that if sbe should suffer 
greater distrefs than she yet apprehended, she 
would remember that from his benevolence 

4 4 

she mi^ht expect relief. 

4 


• / 
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; He was obTiged to dep^ without obtaining 
any farther concefsion’i but he did not leave 
her without high im^efsions in iter favour. 
\t their,me<&pgs his^ atten^ had 
been so machrt||ngrofsed by dan^|^,that 



■Covered great forceof characteryifWhbu 





deficient in feminine softpefs. Her figure was 
graceful^ and bet face had the remains of 

^ A iv * . - 

beauty, >;!^.h]ch seemed t^^ave been impaired 
by Sorrow, more than the hand of Time j and 
through the whole of her appearance, there 
was a melancholy, which seemed to say, there 
was nothing in life that could give her joy. 


s 

e 

'• • • 

Sir Esmond’s cariosity to know her history 
was great, but he had no chance_of hearing of 
her except by Mrs. Soioll, whom he enjoined 
to give him all the intelligence she could pro¬ 
cure, and particularly to inform him the mo- 
izientMrs. Fanbrook discovered any intention 
•of leaving her lodgings.. 



« » « « 


FOR several days Sir Esmond forbore going 
to the Park, that lie might not alarm Mrs. . 
Fanbrook ; but his imagination was incefsantly 
haunted by the lovely figure of Mifs Fanbrook, , 
the sorrow of her mother, and their forlorn 
situation; and pity, conspiring with admira- 
tion^ to Interest him in their fate, he resolved, 
to attempt.seeing th^ once more. 


^ At eleven'.o’clock he went to the Park, 




\ * 


■where be waited long before he ww 

Mifs FanJ^,^^erit alonej^but 
she. few steps,'before 

lookios mafli' 
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He talked to' her 


earnestly, and seemed eager to attract her 
notice, but her behaviour was silent and 
reserved. 


After Sir Esmond had followed them a short 
time, he approached Mifs Fanbrook, and po> 
litely accosted her. She appeared to recollect 
him perfectly, and answered him civilly. He 
inquired after her mother, who, she told him, 
was not so well as to come abroad; aftd, to far¬ 
ther inquiries he made about Mrs. Fanbrook,' 
she replied with great sweetnefs, and with 
much Icfs reserve than she showed to her 
other companion, who saemed to regard Sir 
Esmond with the most jealous eye, and en¬ 
deavoured to prevent his engaging the at¬ 
tention of Mifs ?'aubrook. 


She seemed little disposed to enter into 
conversation w'lth either; and, when they 
returned down the Mull, wished them good 
morning, and wcut into Castle Street. 




Heitlier of them attempted to fbllo^ her*^ 
ldi fAer sauntering a lew uiautOf At a 




disULDoe fr) 
Park, 


9\U 


each othei^ they qattted the 


Sir Esmond had no doubt that &be shortened 
her walk to avoid him ; yet his wish to see her 
.ikgain was so strong, that he returned to the 
Park the next morning. She did not, how¬ 
ever, appear, though the day was fine; and, 
after waiting vainly some hours, he left it, 

% 

4 

The following morning be found hinuolf, 
almost Without iuteuding it, in the Park at 
eleven, but he was not more fortunate than 
lie had been the preceding day; and fearing 
ISlifs Fanbrook was prevented from walking 
by the illnefs of Iter mother, be called at Mrs, 
Soreir$ to inquire after them. 

Mrs. Sorell, who was over obscijuious^ very’ 
frattklv tol 1 hi n, that Mils Fuiibrook had 
ciuingod iicr hour of walking to nine o’clock, 
in order to uruid ninettng with a gentlemaa 
whose attentions were troublesome} but 
added, that she would tcry soon return lO 
liev^^dinm-y hour, as she would find the 
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m 

gtifitlemao Ti'ould Attend hei* wbate^ (iine 
fcbo walked. 

** That must br your feult,” smiuI Sir Es¬ 
mond ; if you do not inform him of her 
hour of going abroad, slie would remain un¬ 
molested.” 

** Why, Sir,” asked Mrs. Sort'll, with the 
greatest coolnefs, ** should 1 not answer his 
questions as well as yours?” 

I have no intention of irouhinig Mifs 
Faiibiook,” said Sir FAuiond ; “she cannot 
BulTer by my inqunics.” 

My silence m ould be of no service to her,” 
returned Mrs. Sorell, *‘for the gentleman em¬ 
ploys a spy to watch all her measures.” 

t “^Vbo is he?” ciied Sir Esmond, iiidig- 
nanth'; how dare he [^resume to trouble 

her ?” 

/ ' 

) 

^ I dot^i know him, Sir; but there ii no 
>/'<^R<)nUilon to bo under such coucern fljl^out 
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fjnbrook; she and bei mothei can take 
mighty gouJ caic ot thciUdeivcs.** 

“ IIow •” said Sji Fsinoni^, **do you not 
till me, that she xiiil not be abU to a\oid bim, 
tliough she wishes it 

** Yts, Sii , to be sure she is sometimes a 
little incummoHod) because she docs not al¬ 
ways find It perfectly (onveineul to be toU 
loucci by cviiy one of hci atlmiicis, but she 
knows liow to manage them not\Mtiislandinj 
she has learnt evtrcmcly well hu s to act hei 
pdit ” 

« 

bir Esmond was not pleased with Mrs» 
Sou ll’s insinuations , but as be W/ts not cer¬ 
tain that they wt le tui.lly unjust, lie though 
It prudent to supprcfstlicic^entuieiit they ex¬ 
cited, and content himself nilh putting a num- 
bei of <]uestions that might dlscosei the cbft- 
lactei and situation ol Mifs Fanbiook’ bdt 
Mrs. SoieU’s auswcis wcie far fiom satMac- 
tory^and he was obliged to leave hei»'wttijh| 
OMt receiving moic inloimation than 
* 1 ^viously given. i 

K9 , ' 
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Anxious^ bowerer, to know if be ctAiM at 
all trust iicr accounts, he u cnt to the Park the 
next (uorning at nine o’clock, muffled up in a 
great cout and flapped bat, that if Mifs Fan* 
brook was there, be might see her without 
being kno^^n. 

Flc had been in it but a few minutes, be* 
fore she appeal cd, alone. There nerc few 
people in the Paik, and she walked unnoticed 
by any one but bimscif, till she came near 
Buckingham>gatc, when she ^as accosted by 
a gentleman, lie ap{)caicd cldcily; and in 
bis roanneroi addteUingMiik kanbiook, thcic 
was a niixtu! c of aud..city and respect. 

Tl^e moment she saw bun she turned, as if 
flesh ous to avoid him, but he kept close to 
her, and talked w itb great eagernefs, though 
io a vci'y Ion tone. 

She continued silent, and walked fast, till 
be put his arm about her waist, and endea- 
<T00red todetaiii her: fl;ie then bflgged him to 
ileav^ ber, and struggled to get fi om him, but 
Iw held ber fait, and w as obliging her to re* 
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turn towards Backiugham-gate, when Sir 
Esmond advancing, commanded him instantly 
to leave the lady at liberty. 

** By what right,” cried the other fiercely, 

do yon dare to interfere with me 

I 

iSir Esmond seeing he still kept hold of her, 
listtcncd only to the counsel the terror im¬ 
printed on her countenance suggested} and 
seizing her persecutor by the arms, threw 
liim at a distance: then immediately discover¬ 
ing himself, begged she would be perfectly 
easy, as she was in no danger of being farther 
insulted. 

She thanked him in most grateful terms, 
while her tormentor returning, mutturnif'^ in 
a very bullying tone, something to Sl^lCsmord 
about demanding satisfaction. 

Sir Esmond instantly gave him his oddrefs, 
and told him, he should always find him 
ready to protect innocence, and cbast>^ In¬ 
solence, wherever he met with tliem.' 
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ilii antegouHt said something about taking 
a more proper time to punUb bis impcrti* 
uence, and then walked ofT. 

Milk Fanbrook repeated her thanks to Sir 
Ksruond (or the pioteclion be bad aflforded 
her, cxpicfsing at tlic same time much 
concern, lest it should in\olve him in a 
quarrel. 

ilc af tired her tlicre uas no trouble to bo 
njiptebende 1, as he saw, fiom the behaviour 
of his o]q)onont, that nothing would result 
fioui ht& threats, and asked if she was ac¬ 
quainted Wltll IllID f 

She Slid she knew him only by meeting 
him |u«tbc Paik, where be had been severai 
times tionblesomc, but never so much so 
as this mo) iiing, ou mg, pci haps, to the num- 
I)cr of people present at other times having 
kept him in awe. 

Sir Esmond asked if she did not think it 
.’WrOfild be proper to give up walking alone, 

especially at so early an hour ? 

0 
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8!)e answetM qui^^y» tfa»if%1ie 

no mWe in the Park at all, for it bad 
been productive of vexation to her. 


Sir Esmond strongly encouraged this reso¬ 
lution, though almost with regret, as it would 
deprive liini of, perhaps, the oulv chance he 
had of seeing her; but anxiety for her safely 
made him repeatedly urge her to avoid walk¬ 
ing any where, unleCe accompanied by her 
mother, and even then in a Icfs pubiic place, 
which she declared it was her firm determina¬ 
tion to do. 


Having conducted her to Mrs. Sorcll’a door^^' 
he asked if he raiglit sometimes be perlnitted 
to -wait upon ^ mid'^lrs. Fauhrook ? 


-,replied, thaCher :state 

bealt^ruade it impofsible for |;hem to rect-iVe^ 
the favour ; bd.K;they vpuid al¬ 

ways mos^ |mefully«remen)%r tb^^iQblig%p 
^ • 

; tions to bim.^ 


•* 






> ^ 




iu«|0 tlwt i^rs. SorcIPs injurious j^^iclp 
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of her peifectly unjust; but ai it wa> 
evident that she was m a veiy unhappy and 
danj^rous situation tor a girl of het uncom¬ 
mon attractions, he could not help tcehng an 
extraordmar}’ degree of anxiety about her, 
which he believed to be as much the o^spting 
ofpily, as of the admaation with which she 
had inspired him. 

The next day he had nn engagement which 
obliged him to go into the country, where he 
was detained above a week. 
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ON Sir Esmond’s retain to town he went 
to Mrs. SorcU’s in the evciiinir* about eight 
o’clocVi the time he thought lliere was the 
least chance of being seen bj Mrs. Faiibiook. 
He knocked at the door with a feeling of un- 
happinefs he hardly know how to account for; 
u might be merely concern for the molanchuly* 
situation of Mift Fanbrook,~or was it .> 
secret dread of hearing sho belonged to 
another * 

The door was opened by Mrs. Sordid who 
invited him into her parlour. She told liiniy 
that Mrs. and Mils Fanbrook weic still m her 
house, and that the former was conGncvl to 
her h>om by indisposition, having been sud¬ 
denly seized with a severe cold and feveii-iii 
disorder, from which she was recovering, but ^ 
^'U still extremely ucak. 

1 
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Sir E&mond made numerous inquuies about 
her and Mifs Fanbi ook, and y> as informed that 
Mrs. Fanbuiok had no body attcndinir her ex¬ 
cept hci daughter, n ho had been in the greatest 
affliction about hci niothct ; that they paid 
ready moiioy ioi cieiy thing they got, but 
confined then expenses to the narrowe'.t 
limits polsihic, allowing themselves only in a 
very Ciuninistiibed degiee the mere neces- 
saues ol ht<‘, without any of its comforts j and 
that tlie^ both appealed sunk m the deepest 
<U,c(tio) 

I'lusaccount awakened sofoicibl> the com- 
pafsioii of Si Lsmoiid, tiiat, almost without 
kriowint; what he did, be repeated question 
aftci quc^i.oi), till Mrs. Soroli, despairing of 
sdiisfMng hia cuiiosity, told bun he might 
sec them, if he pleased, without being seen by 
them. 


lie desired to know bow; upon which sfie 
said, that they sat directly oppetbe to tlic door 
of tlieir room, in whicli there W4*.aii apertuic 
that would petmit him to see them distnictiy; 
and if they should use, it woufd be easy 
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liun to retreat, bcfotc they could get to the 
door. 

Sir hesitated uhcllici lie should 

avail hiinscU of Mis. Sot ell’s pioposal He 
thought It (iisUonomable thus to steal upon 
them HI the sanUuai) ol thdi chainbci 
^et <in\icty to see theai,—and to see them 
tsliuiu il)e> inutt be u holly undisguised, ovei> 
came Ills ohieUiOQs, and he coinpioiuiscd nith 
bis cotK't tioc, by resolvitig to take only a 
inorueutaiy view 

Conducted by Mi^. Sorcll, be went to the 
dooi of t eit apaitment, through which it 
A^cis ( In} to see theui The looni was small 
and meanly furnished, ^fis I'anbiook, pale 
and emaciated, v,Ab icciitiing in an ariu- 
chaii, t'laced close to a Inc, which seemod 
hauily sLihcient to give hci bCiit, near hot 
on a tabic was a small caudle, and beside 
hci was hei daoghler, who had a glals oC 
toast and water lu her hand, which she hold 
to her mother’s bps —When Mis. Faubtook 
had drank of the water, and eata bit of toas^ 

' Sit Esmond saw hci picls ilie hand of hf^, 
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daughter vrith a look of extreme ailbction, 
while Mifii Faobrook turned a&ide to wipe 
secretly away the tear^ that fell ftom her 
eyes. 

Sir Fsmond saw no more, he retreated ni* 
btantly from the door, struck deep unh iTiitf 
at the picture of bonon and povctlv he had 
seen. 

ITc pafbcd ilic niglit iii foiming \ilans f^r 
then lelu'f, but could (i\ on none that cn- 
til cly jilcasi d Imn. 1 l^d Mi •• 0» nviPc lx 
in toun, he woiiM not lu>c licsiti ul a on 
ment to icfpievt lici to inqunc i i’mi 
situation, and leJicve then di'-'rc*^, ’ it 
her absence, he knew iioi t l .> ,* \ ihmI i 
friend he could employ with ifaul sulivU^’t’on 
and advantage. 

In the evening hcvias engaged tu a ImP 
and supper, given by Lady Maskly, wlunc 
he expected all thoughts of Mifs Faubrook 
would be suspended ; but ho was deceived. 
In an agreeable party of friends, she might 
i^^rbaps hate been Icfs remembered, but Lady 


t 
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Ma&kly’b f6ie presecited too itrlkitig )i contrast 
to the scene of the picceding night, not to 
bruit; It foicibly to hi» lemcmbrance. The 
'^pUndo'u of the dieG^cs he sd\r around bun, 
n «« ufastel iMth the c-kticmo Mioplicity of 
Mis V inbiookS,—the rich entertainment 
iikI ? i\ui oils wines lavished befoie him, bo 
coil pil'd wiih the wictched faio ot hei 

u) (ouU the blaze of suiioundmg 
1 Ills i.clipsc loi a moiuont the feeble taper, 
u I) had «h(n\ii him the pale taee of Mrs. 
Full look, and tl.e tcar> of her daughtei. 

1 1 i of the afscnibly, he found 
1 |t PI ( di^ir ^ in a manner he had never 

oi die sasL irioquallitv of hu- 
II u lii left It sickened vith 

I nd moic than evei interested 

'O' i’ streK, winch had affected 
. fotcduih 
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In the morning, Sir Esmond went to Mis. 
Soreirs, to inquire after Mrs. Fanbiook, and 
as he approached the house, he saw come 
out of It the man, fiom whose pcrsecuiion he 
bad dchvcied Mifs Fanbiook, in the Patk. 
Disturbed at seeing him, he iiunied to Mis. 
Sorell’s to inquire the cause of his being 
there. 


Ml**. Sorcll told him he came daily to ask 
after Mrs. Fanbrook, whose illnefs gave him 
much concern. 


** And does he shpw ^doncern,’* said 
Sir Esmond, ** by being to her 

daughter 


** He is far from troublesome, Sir, ahd 
has made her very handsome o^s.** 





** Insolent offers !'* cried Sir Esmond) pas* 
iionately; Mifs Fanbrook shall not be 
insulted with impunity !*’ 


** I beg, Sir,” saidtMrs. Sorcll, disturbed 
by the violence of his manner, “ that you 
will compose yourself; the gentleman behaves 
with great civility to Mils Fanbrook, and 
makes her no oflers which she is not very 
well pleased to receive.” 


** Impofsiblc t” exclaimed Sir Esmond; 
** she could not even l)e pleased with the^ 
honourable addrefses of such a man; she' 
must instantly be removed from him.”, ^, 


“Sir,’* said Mrs.^.Sofell, in a supplicating. 

tone, “ I beseech yottto make yourself easy;; 

he will immediatelyij^ve Frabrook;, if' 

she desires it.” 


1 , 



“ He wi |[;a ^; ;tfeaTe mysdf been ^ligc4| 
to correct to her.” 


% « 


^ I V 

t. 


then^ Sifi who meis'^em i 
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Fanbrook's behaviour is, 




' that, 

be rare, « little caprioious oowi and tbens, 
ivhen the wants to enliancc her value; but 
now that she and her mother have brought 
the gentleman to their own terms, they arc 
in mighty good humour with him.” 

You wrong them!” ciicd Sir Esmond, 
vehemently; you can have no reason to 
thiiik so, and he shall not be allowed to 
trouble them.” 


** Sure, Sir, I must know Mifs Fdtibrook 
much better than you ; but if you will trouble 
yourself about her admticis, there is anothci 
who is much more likely to carry her o(F, 
for he IS very agreeable, and comes here 
daily upon her account.** 


Hie mention of another and more agree¬ 
able rival alarmed Sir Esmond in a different 
i^ay, ,and made him anXioi^ endeavour to 
obtain all the intelligence him he could, 
but he could not discover his dapie, or any 
particular, except that he wa$ pafsionately 
^d of Mifs Fanbrook, and was eodcavoot-*' 
tig to gain bev a0ectionsH 



HOMft. S33 

And vfaat means does he employ for 
tliis?” asked Hir Esmond. 

Enticing behaviour, I suppose. Sir; his 
manners are certainly more genteeler than 
those of her other admirers, though ins oflera 
are lefs tempting.’* 

** Mifs Fanbrook,** said Sir Esmond, “shall 
no lunger be insulted by such offers.’* 

“ 1 am very sorry, Sir, you are so de¬ 
ceived ui Mifs Fatibiook; t>be is not the 
V Oman you fancy; but ii is easy for a pretty 

girl, VI ho is well trained by an artful mother, 

* 

to impose upon unsuspecting people.’* 

Sir Esmond traa little disposed to credit 
Mrs. Sorell’s accounts, but ha was disturbed 
by them, and endeavoured to persuade her 
that she wa« mistaken in her opinion of ^fifa 
Fanbrook aM mother | but she persisted 
in sa}’ing ll(|^ «he could not be mistaken in 
persons shn^had bouily opportunities of sec^* 
though the confers that Mil's Fanbroolt 
was far better than her mother* 










ft ^ 


'i. 


faer,^|pHoii of Mr».: FanbrcKJc, aif he had 
0(Fers for her daughter, which she had 
rejected. 


« 

“ When you waited on Mrs. Fanbrook, 
Sir,” replied Mrs. Sorell, I had no doubt 
you intended to make offers for lier daughter, 
and I had as little that they w'ould be refused; 
for she always does''so with gentlemen at 
first, in the hope of giving notions of iierself, ; 
which she may afterwards turn to her ad¬ 
vantage. I dare say she is now extremely 
S^y you were so easily discouraged, for ^ 
>^re are none of Mifs Fanbrook’s admirers, 
wiio.can in any respect coingai^ with you.” 

“ The offe» I made-^Ii^;j^nhro<^/^ said 

Sir Esmond, ;/* were so’grealj that she could ^ 
not hope to gidfi any thing br^elaf.’? ‘h- 
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view for her dkoghter^jl^ if fbe does^'iiot 

* 

succeed in it, she will make the best bargain 
she can for her otherwise. If she finds you 
do not pursue Mifs Faobrook, she will soon 
contrive some means to lure you buck) and 
V'ill then endeavour to inveigle you into a 
marriage by pity for her situation, and great 
pretensions to goodnefs.” 


“ This account, Mrs.”'Sorell, is very dif¬ 
ferent from the impreTsions you gave me 
at first j on: what foundation do you rest 
your suspicions ?” 

s ' V ♦ 

** 1 discovered Mrs. Fatibrook's cbaractw' 
fully, only consequence of 

schemes she had'beeg,carrying on witii several 

■ ' r. ► 

gentlemen, whom sh^ tried to mislead, but 
has failed her design^.; I 

t ^ ^ ^ ^ 

aware of aU^her oQi3£i'ivaui^^'ahd;^e has 

t b^aase m knors. 


taken 


that 1 am 



, it 


■i Howevi 
frust Mrs. 






^Vs infornmiiCinV It 

'V S' ' 

she miuht hifro shmie hrd 


•v.i.'ys. 







ground for her suspicions, he i)egan to tbmk 
he ought not to be too conBdent in the good 
opmion he had entertained of Mrs. Fanbrook 
and her daughter, lie thought he ought, at 
least, to make some further trial of them, and 
after endeavouring to secure Mrs. Sot ell in 
his interest in such a way as would prevent 
Mifs Fanbrook’s forming any ongagoment 
uiihout his knowledge, he left her till be 
should consldei bow be ouglit to proceed. 

After some deliberation he resolved to wait 
upon Mrs. Fanbrook, and lunew the dis* 
intereslcd offers he had formetly made, and 
from her behaviour hoped he might be able 
to discover how be ought to conduct himself 
faither. 


Upon going, however, to Mrs, SorelPs the 
next Qiorningf he was ioforened that Mrs. 
Faubrook was too iU to bi^|nen, and tliat 
he mutt wait a day or two wPore be could 
hope to gleet with beri ' 






4« he was leaving the houl^i the gentlo- 
mui wbooi ho bad first seen in Park with 


J 
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Mtfs FauLfook entered and Mrs. Soreli 
>vbi8percd Sir Esmond, that be was the gen¬ 
tleman she had mentioned to him. 

The sight of him did not excite very agree¬ 
able sensations in Sir Esmond, and led him the 
following day ith increased anxiety to Mrs. 
Sorell’s. His intention now was to obtain an 
interview with Mifs Fanbrook, if he could not 
see her mother; to entreat her acceptance of 
pecuniary airl, and to urge, in the most 
earnest manner, their immediate removal from 
Mrs. SurcU’s, where they must be exposed to 
very disagrecablo occurrences. 

But his intentions were frustrated by the 
situation of Mrs. Fanbr^k, who, Mrs. Soreli 
afsured him, was extremely ill, and having 
hud a slecpIeOi night, was then endeavouring 
to get a little rest; her daughter, the added, 
\ was attending could not be dii- 

tu^|»6d. 

^ « I shall wait then,” said Sir ^ismond, ** till 

^ Fanbrook liberty; 1 must see her 

nAkdav.** i' 
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** I hope, Sir, you will be on your guard 
with Mifb Fanbrook, you vi til rcroembci her 
chaiacter.” 

The conversation 1 mean to have nitli 
bet/’ said bn } sinond, mil be a tiial of hci 
character.” 

“ It wvcryliatuial foi gentlemen like you, 
Sir, to fancy >ou can discover a gill'schai.ictei 
by mciely couveising nith hei, bur, bn, }ou 
do not know tbc beat ts of v\ omen , I n as pi ety 
old myself before 1 undeibtuod tl em rightly. 
Mifs Faitbiook can act an artful pait to a 
nicety, but after your genteel bdiavioni to 
me, I sbouid be most ungialcful to let )ou be 
intprsed upon As I am teilly intcicMcd toi 
}OU, Sn, 1 will show }on a btlet 1 icceivod 
this morning fiotn a gentlemm, who once 
thought of them as you do, but is now obliged 
to change hia opinion. 

On saying this. Mis Soielltook a letter 
ftoai ber potket, and gave it to Sii Esmond. 
It contametl inqnnu's after Mis. Fanbiooln'v 
health, with stioDg injuncUtfol to be carefltll 
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of Mifik Fanbrook for a few vi eeks till he hhoulU 
return to to\\n to conclude the bargain he 
lud begun with iier motlier, which he n.ib 
debtious ol doing, since he was forced to tclm« 
quish entirely the good opinion he had at hist 
cntci tamed of them. 


Mis. Soieil said she was not at libcitj to 
mention the gentieman’s name, but liis letter 

w as signed P-, and had in evciy particular 

so cntiicly the ap|XMiaDCC of a geutlcmun’s 
letter, tliat It began to shake Sii I<.:>mond’s 
good opinion of ^]t^ Fanbiouk and her daugh¬ 
ter. Mis. SotciPs manners weic so low, and 
she bad apparently so little to recommend 
hot, that though anxiety about Mils Fanbrook 
had make him always willing to listen to her, 
yot U was with little oi no dependence on 
w hat she could say but though she was mean, 
she might not be &l8e> and when he rcHectcJ 
on this letter, and ebat it was scaiccly to be 
angposed Mrs. Sofell could derive any advan¬ 
tage fiom depreciating Mrs. Fanbrook or ber 
daughter m bis opinion, he could not help 


ring that he might be indeed mistaken re- 


^ring that hi 
^ijpeeting them. 


% 
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He left Mrs. Sweirs without seeiog Mifs 
Fanbrook, aod io a very uahappy state. He 
)iad felt a tender and serious pafsion growing 
in his breast for )ier, and was excefsively 
shocked at the idea of her being unworthy of 
his regard. 


He could not) however, trust Mrs. Sorcll’s 
accounts, and resolved to contrive some means 
of ascertaining the truth of her reports; hot 
before he had any time for this, lie received 
by the penny post, a note from Mrs. Fanbrook, 
requesting to sec him the following day as 
soon as he conveniently could. 


This note relieved his perplexities, and 
ildttcred him with the hope of a speedy ter> 
inination to his doubts. He was persuaded 
thaU||i. Fanbrook meant to apply to liim for 
peepEryafsistance, and he determined to lake 
{be opportunity of making her such offers ..s 
must load to tile discovery of her character. 


< s 




Ai early in the morning as he could expect 
to see her, he « ent to Mrs. SoHdl’s. Ahhouak 
now almost certain of being itlicred from £ 
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painfiii stated uncortasHty b9W^r«4abpU^ 
Milb Fanbrook» bu fear and anscicty were so 
great, as to deprive bin of the cabaiiefs and 
presence oS nund uecefsary to make the trial 
he proposed to advantage. 

Wlien he inquired of Mrs. Sorcll for Mrs. 
Fanbrouk, she told him ^e was sull very ill, 
but \s lien be added tlut be Oame to wait upon 
hei at her own dewre, sheapjieared extremely 
sLiipn&cd, aud exclaimed, *<La, Sir! Mrs. 
I anbi ook dcure to soe you « 


** Yes, is it so extraordinu-y 


“No Sir, odf pi *t> bo sure Str;—sure 
enough it is just wliai 1 foresaw : .Sic huS con» 
trivod boine pretence for bringing you- back, 
and it V ou afe noOOK<;remely upon your guai d 

sbo w^l ''litly**** marriage uitli her 
dastg&ter.) ttSBIlfoAOlliouB^ Sir; be aJvibod 
by me, aqdlj^St '^0 uusfc >in her p»tcn<fed 
goodnefs j sbo wiU teU yo>a a 
story of bo)rjtu%ings.^ 

r- 

r t will daruinlv be 


i 
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** She bates nej because T have pre- 
veftt;ed her deceivil^ botne gentlemen, but 
^he hopcb to impose upon you, booauso ^ou 
iiic more young and unbuvpectmg than 
othcis.” 


** Voiy well, Mrs. Sorell. I^t Mis. Fan- 
biouk know that 1 am buie.** 

** I will, Sir; but do not bclieie what she 
says to you } foi your own sake Sii make a 
trial of hci ciiaiauei ; for be ccitain, if you do 
not come to her terms, she will »uon come to 

ycur**” 

With some difficulty Sir Esmond got Mrs. 
Soldi to put dll end to fact odmoniuous, and 
carry a mclsogc fiom him to Mrs. Fanbtook, 
Mliicb she had no soontr done, than s},c le- 
imncd to conduct itim to hei cliamboi. 


11c found Mrs. Fonbnx^' alohe in the 
«imo apartment in which 1^ foimeily 
seen lier, hot apparently weaker and mote 
doulrpM- 


■V 

s 

h 




peefted 




Mipowd 


1 


la 



'W 


Sim thankuJ him, hnd ttid it nas th6 
gcncious concern he had shown for her and 
her daughlcr, that had encouraged hei to 
take the liberty of soliciting a visit from iiini. 
She a as nut able, she said, lo speuk as she 
\Mshud, but hoped he Mould pardon her 
making an cxtraoidiuary request in few 
Mords. 

Mrs. Fanbrook paused, and Sic Esmond 

ciitieatcd her lo say ficc'y and briefly, what* 

# 

c\ei slic uNhud. 


** You will not be surprised, Sir,** resuenod 
slie, ** that the giMdnefs you Dianilested in 
yom behaviour to me a few week^ago, made 
A deep miprefsion on my mind; and that f 
have since thought of ^ou as a resouicc granted 

nia by heaven, m case of nnlooked-for cala- 

mity-1’liat moment is now arrived,—-1 

» - 1 ^ ^ 
believe myi>clf'*«lying, and shall leave uiy 

daitghtci poor end unprotected in a situation 

of the utinoit djflSculty and dapgejf* Will you 

now fulfil your geiicious wish td‘ pl|«« her iu 

« state of independence ?*' 

%h\ ' 

Mr«,:|SlMl^ok atiempiod moroj bqt 
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oolu t si lior ti» rc’Hvf’t, i ..•fou’ b' 
linaiiv Jtji'*’ ‘1 s but ‘'tc «1 • h 1 

L»jtb, I I »‘Uioi., iJ ’ I 

1 >. 

He ui, o.i ’i j V) »( *! til ‘ » t '1 
‘br v( i) i’ . ! hi (» .iu\»u 
n th 111 I* . <.,1 u’ (.u in i v . , .i 
I 1' 'i 1' wiUi lilt biHitr t lib* » > p . 

•II ii s v\<'d luul {»»)’ itun’idknn li 

'•It,11> 


11 t in K M III/. .1 1 < I ' 

'.11)1 S 1 

sm o. tliat ill Wcissf.o t’' c ‘ » 

% 

' . ' II, 

i ■ OM- lie nisiieil to letuin. i n 

-al 

iiiiiueiit , 1 ul mix liibi II 

. . IPs 

1 Otl S kK 1^ lliil* ^1*^ \* ll 11 1 

k M Ills 

1* ims, il lu r • 1 r'j» t . t b 

ll’llll 1 

iMl ol’ tin. iiiniv ti n * . , 

J ] <l.\ • 

kl> Milfll U \ ( ll 1 



lU (/.is'ccl two dajs jji a‘t. U ol icilui.ti', 
isn\u t\, v.iitiiig inijnt in:l) ii. .’.v ijif.'u ni 
In slioul'l iiikI It piojKi tou'vi .1 h r !i...u 
vilub* Ilf hKjuircd ahci Iki n.p.Mi‘1' ol 
Mis Sfiroll, who ( > 1 . tiiiiJx ii .(lud o i 





I 


9 


if 


WM «nd csprc&scd hoplilbf 1 k7 

recovCfy; at (lie&aiue tiuic that olte 
omUlGtl no opportutiily of throwing out cx- 
|)r('<>»ioi]b to Uic di&'vdvantagc of hcrcluiKicicr. 


1 hough l»c did not crrdit Urr testimony, 
\ct tl] • constant repetition of her insinuations, 
aggravated ins fears, and strengthened his 
design to be at least caulioiu in ]ii> conduct. 


Yet such was his pits for Mrs F.uibrook, 
tiiat lie could not i*e&olvc tu delo) his return 
to her till the pciiod he bad first fixed for it, 
and had just deti iiiiiiicd to wait on her, when 
he received n note fi'om ber^ requesting to 

A 

see him, if possible, inutoedtft’tely. 


This note ho read with the ntmo&t nuca&i- 
siness i for he could nut help fearing it was a 
prelude to tlio confimiationofajl Mrs. Sorell’s 
informations. 


Tie instantly went to Mrs. Sorell’s, where 
on requesting to see Airs. Fanbrook, Mrs. 
again endeavoured to impress him with 
dicf of her falsehood and duplicitj^ 


on re 

j^^torell 



■. * ' .> -S' 
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SKe sWsUe M fortunate]^ 
by part of a cOnversadoii slst^i^iui oVei^^rd' 
b.etweea Mrs. and Miss Fanbro^ | tliat tlioy* 
had contrived a plan for*impd^^ on bis cr<*-' 
dulity by a false story' of the dangSrS tbt^ 
were exposed to in her house ; and that it. 
.was the intention of Mrs. Fanbrook to a>l; 
him to take tliem under his protection, and 
place them in other lodghigs, where, jibe 
pected her daughter might have such.,n|^or-5 

tuniti(?s of engaging his affection, as:;ttugiit 

1 ^ 

put it in tlidr power to inveigle into aiat* 
riage. Mrs. Faubrook’s ill hehiin, shi(f ’«a^ 
made it easy for her. to attemjJt this \v.h- Qi 
^ ensna^g h^i||K|B|^L she was disnj'poi.itc;^ 
in her prcs^^|[^p||^ she would gl-!!'' - ap. 


cept of the offer’^ 'Imd aireadv 

^ t.At- .'.j't 

Mrs. ^arcU added, tfiat if he clisrcg-.u* I** I ^ 
infottDations, aj^d put any trust iu .Mrjj, Jvau 
hrpotj he would 'for ever repent 

that she coiwr^o^^elp being ojroi^iyd’ 
disturbed at ^ iioSghts of hj^' falJS' iitt 


#4he snares offTWicked a wo^n. ^ ’w- ‘ 


' 

^ Sir Esmoii^ijCistened toherwitl\iinpa|^^ 

ougb frOB^;^bc unusual secu^jies^^ of tk 
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and ^ evident agitation iflfe was 
l^niideri oer words'made a more than ordinary 

f-impression on him, and incr^sed his desire 

i '- .i ' 

^to act cautiottuy. 

I'. •■ 

s 

On entering Mrs. Fanbrook’s apartment, 
* ■ he was struck with the change which a few 

f 

days had produced on her appearance. Her 
.emaciated form was now quite ghastly, and 
"V- When she began to speak, her voice faltered. 


) and h6 observed that her whole frame shook. 




, , j, , 


In broken accents she told him, that when 
V^they parted, it was her intention never to see 
y him again, but that she had since received 
informations that had c^ge^her opinion of 
. him; and circumstances having likewise oc- 
^ curred to involve her in the deepest distress, 
she was compelled to entreat his assistance.— 

' Her daughter, she said, was no longer safe 
^viih Mrs. Sorell’s house. Peel, the man from 
r^iwhose persecution he had delivered her in the 

llpark, had, with the aid of Mrs. Sorcll, formed 

/ \ 

ik'dcsi^ of carrying her away, and that she 
no resource but himself, ftom the most 

^ I 

ible evils.—She implored him, thei^mre^ 
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to lakv them under Ins protection, and place 
them whvio tlicy could be secure from Peel, 
Hithout the dishonourable conditions uliich 
had accompanied his laic offer of a>si$taiu'c. 

Sir FMr>o.)d’s [>ily wn'. stroiigl)- cxcilcd by 
tlic apji.Us.iL iiusciy ui Mrs. Faubrook ; yet 
her language was so exactly what Mrs. Sorell 
had predicted, that it made him hesitate 

4 

an instant ui what terms he should reply.—> 
Ills hcMtation was but momentary.— 

“ You shall be secured, Madam,” he stud, 
** from the designs oi Peel j but 1 cannot ab 
present promise 

You will, I trust,” said Mrs. Fanbrook, 
in a voice scarcely articulate, ** act virtu¬ 
ously ^ but remove us instantly, I beseech 
you, from Mrs. Sorell’s.” , 

.» “I shall only leave you to prepare lodg¬ 
ings,” replied Sir Ksmond, “ and will return 
as quickly as possible*.” 

I 

“ Do uot,” said Mrs. Fanbrook, “ drop a 


1 
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Iiint of yom inlciition to Mi*.. Sortll, lesi sJic 
talvO advanfn^o of jota ali^t.juo to piitl’ccl’s 
''.huiic in execution. Ai |ne'(nt, I bdiove, 
fche h»s no su-pu ton of our des 

*• It 'mII bi* >» l 1 fui im not to ItMve von 
.trail,” an Sir D’liondj “ can jou 

<1 p.at iinm».JM(iIy f” 


i 


“ Instantly.” 


“ Then ut a few minutes, I shall hi uig a 
carriage to conics son from thiv house. I 
know ot loil* ' • svluK, I believe, you can 
be ..v((linn ui.e, tl.” 


<>n u. n^» 1 It room, he fourdMiN Sorell 
t.i'., r in I Jttvirwh. I id pavNed witli Mrs. 
rfuh»cr\, 1 .M ' i' ' M 1* he had i.ot then 
tjin vO tJk tcM ' . j itoned av ay . 


In less thati ten in.nuU's, he returned with 
V to .(h. Ml.. and Miss Fanbrook 


C \ 


\ l^yrcrc leady to iKpait, and uciv greatly ro- 

by the al)‘crico of boreli, who^ 

' jlMrs. >anbrook told h:ni,hud <]mttccl the bouse ^ 
aiuiuut' after he left It, probably With th®i‘‘ 
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mtcntioii of uirorming Peel of his visit to 
them. 

Mrs. Kanbrook was so weak, tliat slu* wai 
obliged to bu carried to tlu coach i and 
nhun ahe and her daughter, witli their 
little baggage, wi*rc placed in it, they very 
kindly took l^ave of a plain elderly woman 
who attended I'lem, and seemed much af¬ 
fected on ))ailiiig from her. 

Tliey w'cu* soon convened to their new 
abode, mIicvc, on arriving, Mrs. Kaubrook 
f.iinted. It was long b<‘fc>re slie recovered ; 
but nlien she was a litUe restored, KirKsinond 
seeing Mi>s Fanbrook in Lh»‘ greate^t agita¬ 
tion, begged they would botli retire to rest, 
and he would wait ujum them in the morning; 
an i .nfti r procuring them uttendaiitb, and 
c\erv rcfpii&itc accoiuinodution, he left the 
houbc. 
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It f < 


VV KlfN bii I Ktu) if tl u» the n t , 

inq,he ^va‘■rc(^. ved by IMis% 1 nSicck Viu. 
wbosr eye* *• *cm«.d swrll d b\ ^ j I •» 
prciccbng <iiv be hd<l obsciM 1, t'l* nt 
rr\er dpjn u( I tt» *c him, uj<l h jt V u 
ph 1 Ui 1 V t'lih 'i uil,%vbjch)} fttiiibiit I 
to ho. att ' t «Mi bi »i ^ (ngrossL I bj Vi ini 
‘lOi I j )\« t III she tontiii'H cl i in 
I t 1 \.}i u«)iir, ind the ii w i t 

1 o^ili f 1 t«» y iO him, . I 'ci d 

vithili < Inif 1 < uibniatiinciit 

*^14 toldli I lliatb i mothci w t«^ u>b< iti i, 
111 .I ’ ' llo‘-t.ohuniii]Ki ebam- 

ba,’ 1 ’ b*‘ tolcaioherbod 

He n a''-Lb.c ic( ninpan cd bci to Mis. 
Fanbro ' ij ’ tio » , uli le Mi«. ranbiook 
ftdvaiii 1 ‘oltly tot t btUde, and duv^iog 
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aside the curtain, told her mother tliat be 
was in the room. 


w 

V 


Mrs. FanHrook begged lie might be seated 
ii'^ar her, :Mid as soon as her daughter had 
u iilidrawn, addressc-.! him thus. 




“ I was yesterday, Sir, unable to speak to 
V "t as 1 w'islicd, and 1 alh now anxiousto say 
' ’V* u’ov Jh The exertion T made to c<Hne ^ 

destroyed the little strength I hadicft; /'■•S 
a;id 1 believe that in a short time, I shall 

s 

i; r.o more. It is only for the sake of ray 

/ ♦ 

»';wt'.T, 1 wish to linger a liJtlc longer; for 

■ h; lic’idrss, and far from being formed to 

..\u.;gle • ',di the hardships of her lot. On 

jour gootL.es>, however, I place the greatest 

rcJi'iKOe, and I am persuaded you will soon be '? 

convinced tliat she is innocent and amiable. \ 

*->She is all that is valuable to me in life, and 

0 

I cherish the hope that you will make her 
“sour wife.’* 






On the first view of Mrs. Faubrook, Sir.-^ 
Famoud was effected by her appearance, and 
fotUtthe conclusfen of her speech, was pivKu;in«:'^).. 

* .,V / v(.v. 
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to lUni^ as ^be could wish ; but at 4 ? 
moj^tion of the word wife, ’Mrs. S^lITs^' 








expromoDs iiiftentlj fecurredtohimjIpd’savi^i 

" -JT,, 


& was ifl^eed the aim; ^ Mnj; Fanbroob tbtS 


inveigle him into marriage, nnd disgusted 
with her conduct, he could only say, that it 
was impossible to see Miss Fanbrook without 
^eing deeply lotefested for her, and that 
|t should be. bis care to treat lier wiiii tlic 
iinidMttiB'she merited. 


£ . ^ 

Mrs. Fanbrook did not reply, and appeared 
so exhausted with the little she had said, that 
ibe feared the apprehenrio^ she entertained 
for herself were about^M^ .^’Wmcdiatoly 
realized. He recalled Fanbrook, and 
entreated she would permit him to send for a 
physician ; but she told him that she had' 
^^eady^^vain urged her motlier to do so ; 

F<^htoolc licing persuaded licr illness 
50 entirely from d^^ess of mind, 


Ipo low a diet, U.at she 
t m»y..tbmg but rest and p 
lid be of service to her. 




not believe' 
er regimetr 
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fcctod tvith tho condilion of Mm. Fanlrrook, 
yet hid doubts of her character increnbcd. 
Her suggesting so quickly his marrying her 
ddughUT under the adverse circumstitiiees in 
uhich slie iivas placed, appeared so very bold 
and selBsh a proposal, as gave weight to the 
opinions of Mis. Sorrel; and he concluded, 
that It was oul} her illness which had pre> 
vented her tiding in a more dehberatc jjoan^ 
ner to di aw him into a marriage. '' 


* * * * 

i .9 


FOR some days Mrs Fanbrook cominued 
in a very weak state, and was constantly at¬ 
tended hy hci ddughtei, wlio, Sir Esmond 
saw, was too unhappy about hei mother to 
able to leave her. 


When Mrs. Fonbiook begat) to recover, Sir 
Esmond hoped the distrcs»of Miss Fanhiook j 

but neither the i^ints of tbo^^ 






& 
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or d^hter appsaretf to x^irer i^ 
^^rop<;^ioD to tfae returnmg nt^jsng^pf 
^£)CQ>er« and- ^ res^ved bebaTiQuri-^ 
pi|tto)t^|C«med ^utte undLimiiusllii^.. 

^ * ‘ •■ ■ ' 

^ As he could no longer attribute this solely 

to anxiety about her mother, he began to 
.,,ftar. it was owing to the recollection of a 
^/more'jaTouied object^ or to embarrassment 

as a stranger; and willing to en* 

^ « 

f the latter, idea, be pleased himself, 
tba hope, that in a few days she would . 
f treat him with less reserve. 





tioR in her 


Time, however, ni^ 

behaviour, and be sodO^^PPf^ that she waa 
innocent being he had M;. first 8UPDOse<L 





g.> he had behaved to her wi^ the 

rg ^ ^ ' 

'iitihoft gentleness and delicacy, he was iin> 

A 

pble to overcome the tremor into which the 

• * * a • 

light of him constantly threv^er; she bc-> 
tome pale and agitated w^jiMver be ap- . 
^preached, and at one time fltioted without. , 
his h^«jy cause for UOeasinei^^lljlll 
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*Tlus l[>eliaviour^ while it persuaded him 
her innocence, again awakened douLts of the 

truth of Mrs. SoTeil*s reports with regard to 
her mother, and excited the most atdeut cu¬ 
riosity respectiog the character of Mtdr Fan> 
brook. Mrs. SorcU hud allowed that Miss 
Fanbrook was infinitely better than her mo¬ 
ther ; and if shd was at all mistaken vii the 
c haracter of the one, she might also be 
that of the other. 

He told Miss Fa ibrook,that he regretted ex¬ 
ceedingly the distress he saw her suffer in his 
presence, and entreated to kn(»w if he waf 
disagreeable to her, or if she had any attach¬ 
ment to another v 

“ Neither,” she re])lied ; “ but oui mis- 
fortunes——” 

She pronounced thesi* word:* with difficulty, 
and could not proceed; several times she at¬ 
tempted to speak, but her voice faded,—^hcr 
colour rose and ffill from deep crimson to th0p 
most livid paleness, and she appeared so 
overcome, that Sir Esmond's sole care was ; 
ttKsooth and sustain her. « 



*^Hc determined not to trouble her With fyx* 
ther questions, but extremely interested by 
a behaviour which so little corresponded with 
the suspicious be had been led to entertain 
of her, he resolved to inquire into her mo> 
iher’s history. 


Mrs. Fanbrooh w'as still so feeble as to be 
unable to sit tip more than hull an hour nl a 
time, and, though evidently much hotter 
than.,she had been for some da}s after she 
left Mrs. Sorell’s, she w'as Mt mts weak, and 
seemed to recover so slowly, tiwt ii appeared 
extremely doubtful if she could live beyond 
a very short period. 


Sir Esmond request^ ah irilcrview with 
her alone, and after informing her of the be¬ 
haviour of her daughter, expressed his wishji, 
to know by what unhappy circumstances she 
had been thrown into the situation in wliich 
found her at Mrs. Sorcll^s. 


V Mis. Fanbrook listened to his account of 
^er daughter with a most mournful expres- 
SaioD pf xeijuiteiiaDcc, and si^icd deeply, 
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while a teai* stole dov^ n her check * >^hci) lie 
ceased speaking, she thus answciied 

“ A heavy U,am of niisforturncs, ^'jr, re¬ 
duced my daughter and me lo the sittlcttion 
in wbi< h you found us —If j ou will Lst.. u lo 
mj story, I will disclose to you the evi iits of 
ni) life, and tiilh account for the situjtiou in 
whidi we now oie.” 


Sir Fsmond assured her he would hfltcu 
with the utmobl .ittciition, and think himseif 
obliged by her confuleiicc. 


Slie fbus began.—At tlio commencement 
of tlu preseiiil^tfj^yMishand was a captain 
m a legiment of and \n nt to the West 
Indies, on the e\pediiion coiniuaiidcd by 
Lord 8t. Vincent and Lord Gu} , where ho 
soon fell a vKtlm to the yellow ict cr. 

** He was a veiy amiable man, but my 
tion fur bib death, was in some measure alle* 
«^ated by reflection on the paiutulncss of hitf 
situation No ^an wlio is not possessed of 
fortune or interest to promote himself in die 
jl^y, ahould he a soldie^; for among tho 
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^ In this \v«7 1 hud lived quietly for some 
time, whun my traiKjuillity was Suddenly 
disturbed by the attention |><ud to my daugh¬ 
ter, by a man of the tiamo oi Uiruaby. ile 
was a woithlefe character, and his behavjoiu 
just]}' ckuted in me the utmost alarm. I Ii ui 
teasou to believe, be would not sciuplc any 
means oi gutting imfselsion of her, and I 
di'tutmiiicd to remove to a dutancc. 

Other circumstances conspired to render 
iny place ui lesulciKu very Uisagioeable. 

'J he beauty ot Matilda drew a uumbei oi 
acliniicis about bci, not one of whom I could 
wish hei to marryt wbilo iiume ot tin in note 
men of vet) toaise inantieis md liuuoJusomu 
behaviour. The tranquillity oi uui cottage 
was thus dcstrojpd, and her safuiy cMidaii- 
gered. I seu^ ber privately to the caie of 
a iriend I liad in tow n, settled my alUuY 93^ 
espediliously and secietly cu> poisible, uUd 
ioUowed iici to Xaindon, vvhcic, to conceal » 

Us cllectually from Bari»aby> wlMH^f IrtHCw 
v.a> in scaich of her, i elungud our name, 
and gave up ail conespunJcnce wUh any ao- 
quhibtaucc 1 had in Sui i ey. 
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I should have picfciied an abode ni the 
country, but wa** at a lu£» wbcic to go uith> 
out nsking moie tliau in} finances 

admitted of, and I had, besides, otluu temp¬ 
tations to reside in tonn. Ulicie, I could 
easily comatHiid needier oik, by nhtcb uc 
might itnpio\o uui little imomc, and my 
ft lend Mis. Sou ell, to uliosc (aie 1 bad sent 
my daughter, offered us an apaitmcnt in bci 
which Mould save us the expense of 
lodgings, and alfoid us many advantages. 
Mis. Som ell was a mkIum, who had i small 
jointure that allowed hei onl) the nocifsaiies 
of life, hut she could easily accommodate ua 
m her house, and the fiicndsbip Minch had 
lung subsisted l)ctM ecu Us, made us happ} in 
being together. 

With hei MC pafsed half a year vciy agicc- 
ttbly. butafVd that pcuoJ, I Mas made e\- 
licmely unhappy by MatildaS having ailments 
Vkhich thieatcned a consumption. 1'he air 
of London, and the «>edcntary life she led at 
Mink, was thought the cause of this, and I 
was advised by T)i , lu cany liei to 

the Gdlintf/, i\heie &he might havctbobcosfit 
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of a milk diet, and legular exercise on 
horseback. 

1 did bO, and sbe soon iccovered so [icr- 
fcctly, that I rrntmed to bniig her back lo 
ton n 111 October. 

1 had scTcial inducements to this. Oul 
CNCuisioii liad obliged me to diaw^ loi a pait 
ot out little money, and it na^ ibcicfore ne* 
ccfbai> \\G should icturn to the scat oflabonr, 
especial!) as London nas Icfs cxpenbivu than 
anyplace near it, but mypimcipa) motive 
fui being in ton n, w as to be n ith Mrs Send!, 
nho nas in a declining state of health, and 
SCI) dcsnou> of teeing ns. 

She did not long suivive our letuin, and 
being tlien obliged to seek anothci lodging, 
I went to Mis. Suicil\, that Matilda might 
have the boucfit ol an easy Malk at co nmand, 
TMlhout my being too far lemoved fiom the 

i 

In my disticf'* foi Mra. SewctI, I did not 
mfficienlly consider, that, in so public a place 


oplo tilio gave me employmcrit. 





I& 

'4^0^'^ observation. She apo^ ‘‘’ ‘ 


- I 




y • 

notice of several gentlemen 

tions to her. gitve me oinoh U9|||pnelii; 
the more^ a| I. far limin l^lhg pleased 

Tvith Mn., SorelU Sfcm -had been recom- 

y,v -^jt; .:v” 

mended^ie eerfS^irof J^-^yr^’s, 
W:^ wel(iifber^;^'Cit it appeal 

t^t &ircry % and dis- 

for own emolument. 




.T *5 


v r i5 ^ 


beha^l^ 


^l>y means of a gentlenian. 


inanity 


I a 


s yto. 





You will eawl'y^ilSpt; ho^ 
.d^overy.madcme* l datermioed, that'ihe 
inbment Jmtiid 

^khe bud ccMtractedf 'to retire part 

*j^e ebuiitry,; where 1 liojjed we 

a^Pt^on the interest oLoar little d 

Vby what Ukj labour W'ppr h^s mild 




f 


■- -.—' 

diQgrj^^^gllpfl^but, .|d^ the c 
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peasants in an obscure village, I 6att6i‘e(] my¬ 
self wc might still have peace and luJupend- 
cncc. 

Mv daughtoi x^as seventeen, and hci de¬ 
licacy of flame, and uncommon bcdiiiv, xvcic 
huaxy misloitunes ui hei silnatiun. Men ic- 
(|uiie ilidstit^ 111 xxouicn, yci. too man> even 
ot chose who inaintam llie lepntation of gone! 
cluracteis in tlic vioilJ, seem to think tin. 
MoiiKn who arc not sapiioitcd byaccitain 
I ini' 11 . life, lawlul prev. llic beauty and 
tuiloHi Stan* ol Matilda, rotulu her an oh 
iu t to men ol ivury lond^lon , and >hc ic- 
minded me pdjiwtuall^ ol i pooi hare, vvli* 
\<is in < ons^ant dtcad (d p< \ mil 

It aas, howcvoi, gieati> ^vviiig to the un- 
(munon sivictncis ol hei tO’unU'iiancc, .ind 
L \tiuuc sulinclt Ol h( I inanin is, that si e was 
so iiiiu h the ohjed ul adinnatioti. lleauty 
Ilia} da/zic the e)cs, and louse the paisiO’c«, 
Hut \« ill not alone continue to please. 

Matilda's statu ut health again awakcnuip 
my apprehensions foi het, I called on l)i. /. 
who bad attended het at Mis. ell’s, t(' ask 

Folitmc 111, 
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his advice. lie told ine^ that he did not think 
her ailineuts ^ould be of any consequence, if 
tliey wcie piopcily attended to, but thata se- 
dentaiy iiic Mas vci\ liadfur ho , that I ought 
to carry her to the counti} as soon as the 
Meathci M.is a httlo inildci, and make ho iidc 
daih on horseback , and in thi‘ uuan Mhile it 
't\0uid be projKt to gui !ici hciitiint aiiings 
in a cauiagc , a\<'ul cxpoiing hci to daaip 
air, cold, oi fatigue , Mith vaiiousothd atten 
tions mIucIi m(ic ali nnpiactUdbli in ni} :>itu 
at ion 

He SIM me «<uom .is he ’»pokc, and 

nustakiiie the cause of li> uncasuielt>, Mas 
very Iiuin.incJs at p.iins to alsuie me, that 1 
had nothin^ to feai, if I pursued the incaaiics 
he icconinicnJtd, but confefsod, that otl.ei« 
wibc she Mas la dangci of falling into a lin 
gcring state of had he .lih 

It was only tie (\i) afici this convcisation 
that 1 on c«il)e(l I'pon me, }CL I li id no hc'iw- 
uun III declining all pMumaiy afsetaiui f>om 
you, Un though I could behese sou injghl 
give It Jiom di‘iritcie>tcd mouses, jeii was 
unMilhug to lay her undci ubligattoiiir to 
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am yuutjT mill, o} uOoid hmi a prete>.t foi 
visiting lici 


liut tlic follovMiig week 1 was taken ill of a 
scvcic (‘old, uiiich at (ii!>L h<id all tiic appeal* 
iiiicc of titcvoi, a’ul lie appielu usioii of a 
•ijiecdt (leath gate i im u (inicnt to tny 
tliou^iils 1 cannot dc cube the huuoi 1 felt 
at I’u id( a of loaiing lx i u'lpioloctcd, Mith* 
o'licicn that littk knowledge of tlu' noihi to 
ginJe lx I wliicli ii'aut >oun'> ]>k.oplc of lici 
.iftc polsi [s, the ledui' life «'• had led hating 
kejit het a ro\i<e in i' e ui life 

lioui he cailiC't d^^'» 1 had <.) K itouuJ 
to I'isp K i oi with till puieslund nicnt pc i 
ft c t pi iiK ipks of liiliie, t. ltd iud i,ivlu lici all 
the iiiiUiu iK' I \ IixIh iiue itioii,u.xdaMnall, 
but goodb'li ui of bo ‘•lippl) , but 

1 had hein caieliil to « ep he igii nant of the 
Mee> of minkitul, be ng xu\lOll^ shi should, 
as loi.t, d' pofsibk, kol that ihaitu in life 
' huh u iliisil«>o p'easnig Ik fuie oni know- 
h dgc ol iledepraMtv of huaiaii naiuit em 
Intuis all oui comfort 

I hal not a fiiciiJ in the uoild to whose 

M2 
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care I coulcl conHigii her; she had no near re> 
huions j I hud survived the companions of my 
youth, and the unsettled life 1 had led with 
my hnsbatid, had prevented my forming friend¬ 
ships tlial could now* be useful to her. Most 
aidently did I wish that we could die together, 
or even that 1 couhl see her c.\pire, thougli 1 
should have the luisfoitune to survive hrr.~ 

1 could Ix'ar to be deprncJ of h(‘r by death . 
but to leave tier exposed to all the nnsci} oi 
jwvcrly and ill liealth,—a prey to the. Iicon 
tious, was an image too dieadful'—Von can 
have no conoeptiou of it, unlets \ou wei'^ a 
)>aicnt 

hi II 1 hi'^an to iccovcr, the aiiguisli I 
sulTered was lef> |u)i5,nant,bi.l still it \iasgieat. 

] felt that 1 i{>uUl[)laic no dependence on 
my hie lliough li.udiy liiiy, und blelsud 
with a g<)u(i • oostiiuliun, distiefs of mind, iu- 
ugu<‘, and pooriaic, bad so impaired my 
Miengih a to vi'C me jusi causi’ of alarm, 

. i>'> were it i-ven otherwiv , my juinpects for 
weit glooiin »n tlu- extreme, ('ould 
i..\ pel aipal e^irtlons^^•emc her Iruin danger, 

' otdd 1 hiiw aii> hope of seeing iier condt- 
ii I unproved? Martiagc seemed the only' 
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Way in which this was pofsible j but, in our 
uiiforlunute state, what expectation could I 
have of her inarryiiii^ to my sati.<laciloii, avIjou 
cvuii the favoured duugliiers of fortune can so 
seldom make a happy choice ? 


AViidc in\' mind was thus iurafsed bv the 

^ * 

uio'-i £idlictinij 'lews, I rcccsved iVcs!» cause ol 
til^ras about b*-r JVoui thu behaviour of one of 
her admirers, wiiusu name is PeejL A few 
weeks before be had made me great offers for 
her i bat being obliged to go into the country, 
we were relieved from him for a time. He 
now returned, atul was extremely trouble¬ 
some. He was a rich elderly man, v husband, 
and a fatiter : some years ago I rcce.vcd very 
unfavourabic imprcisious of him, wiiich liLs 
conduct no.v confirmed. 


At this time I was not witljout iincaslnefs 
about another of her followers of the name of 
Phipps. His views were not more honourable, 
L,jt his appearance and manners were far 
more agreeable tlian Peel’s, and his object 
seemed to be to get pofsefsion of her person by 
engaging her affections, for Iw was constantly 
in waiting to catch opportunities of speaking 
* M3 
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to her, and always addrefsed her in the most 
insinuating manner. 

She observed roy instructions in treating 
him with reserve; but she was flattered by 
his devotion to her, and I was greatly afraid 
he Hiighl ingratiate himself into her favour. 

From tlicse fears, her meeting with you in 

some degree relieved me. She was struck 

with the superior gcutlenefs of your mannuis, 

and was more flattered by the kind of respect 

you showed her, timti by all Ids pointed ur- 

tentions. i'nur beliuviour in tlic Fuik, when 

you rescued her from Peel, made a deep ini" 

prefsion on her. The solicitude you disco- 

vered for her. safety, in urging her never to 

walk without me; your requesting to wait 

upon us both, instead of ciidcavuuritig| like 

Phipps, to seek opportunities of meeting inth 

her alone, though j’ou ap[)earcd to admire 

her as much as he did, gave her the most fa- 

Vourable opinion of your character. ’ The 

fear of your siifioring by Peel for the service 

you had rendei'ed her, contributed likeinsc 

* 

to interest her for you in a manner that 
greatcly heightened her prepofsefsions in your . 
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favour, and 1 soon perceived the seeds of 
love were planted in her heart. 

1 encouraged her partiality for 3’oa us a 

% 

counterpoise to the seductive arts of Phipps, 
persuaded that separation wouid soon erase 
llie impicfsion you had made. She was con¬ 
scious that it ought to be erased; for, on my 
inquiring, alter she Itad been two days silent 
ttbuut you, wliy stio did not speuk of you u& 
iisiml, sbe answered, that she hud been tryihg 
to forget you. 1 asked why she should wish 
to forget the nun to whom she was so much 
obliged ? Slic blushed, and said, that she 
thought of you perhaps too much, since she 
could never hope to see you more.” 

At this part of her narrative, Mrs. Fan- 
brook was obliged to stop. She had not pro¬ 
ceeded so far without many interruptionsj 
and she was now so much exhausted by 
weaknefs, that she was under the necefsity of 
delaying the*^uel of her story till the next 
day. - ■ • ' 
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THh following morning Mrs. Fanbrook 
was able to ri'cotnnicnce her narrative. 

“ The bo})aviour of Pec),!’ resumed shCi 
kept oiu iii Kuc!) constant anxiety und terror^ 
HH to affect my health. Again 1 becuuie appre- 
heo-nvc of iny life In'ing ijuickly tci'ininatcd, 
and ex])erieuc'cd tlu; rucurronce of all that 
wretchedneftt, which mj ilinefi bad at first 
produced. Till this period, 1 had always 
been ur u lofs to determine what was ilte most 
paiidul scQKatioD a iiuinon beiug could su^r. 
—1 now felt, lhat even rwaor^ could hardly 
equal tlic anguish of seeiog an amiable and 
beloved object treated with imlignity.—Ma¬ 
tilda in the power of a B<urnaby qr PeeJ, tvas 
to me the completion of wretebedihefs. 

I cast my eyes round in despair; Doctor Z. 
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to whom I wouM have applied, was gone 
abroad, but you occurred lo me,—no longer 
as the man I dreaded to see near her,—^no 
longer as an acquaintance from whom I might 
hope afsistance, but as a blefsed friend! 
to explain this properly, it is ncccfsary to tell 
you that I was no •»lrar*gcr to your character. 
\V'^lien we first met, I thought 1 was ac- 
qiiaii.ted witi» your face, but could not rccol- 
U:cl your name. The moment I knew it, 
I 1'cmcnilx‘rcd tliat I hud seen you, when you 
were about sixteen, and had then received 
liigh iuiprefsioDs in 3’onr favour. Two days 
after you gave me your letter, 1 had Ofrci«iyij 
to call on Doctor Z. and took the opporianily 
to make intjuirtes about you. I'e toltl :no hi: 
was acquainted with you, and osU'cmcJ you 
iiighly; that your geia-raJ diameter v..ts ex¬ 
cellent, and yt;u iiere lUisnUlcd by the vices 


w hicii too often ciiaracierise young 

f 

foituuc. 


men of 


This ^gcount from so very n speciable a 
man as Doctor Z. joined to thy^inpvef'ions I 
hud formerly received, and your beluuionr to 
Matilda, led me at length lo rest upon you 

I'l ■'<. 
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for the deliverance I uisjicd. I vvioi<: to }ou 
accordingly to lequest an inteivicw, of wlurh 
you jcDow the result. 

*. f 

1 cannot exprefb the shock I sufSeted frotti 
your behaviour, nhich I could onl^ attribute 
to a defect in yoitr chaiactcr. Flic dis<ippuinl< 
went It occasioned, incieascd the iscakncfs^ot 
xny fiawe, and while I was with diihculij sus> 
taining mvself undei the miser} that oppicised 
me,''a*stbUn«iu-law of Mis. Soiell’s, who had 

♦ I* 

been some weeks m her house, came into my 
apartment, when Mis. Sot ell was fiom home, 
and drsiied to speak with me alone. 


Wiirn Matilda hid withdrawn, she rc-^ 
sted <1 suiemn promise that I would nesci 
dwovci to Mis.^Soiei! the mfoiination site 
was going to give me, and bavin.; obtained 
It, sIk thcMi told me that my daugUtci was i«o 
longer safe in Mis SorelPs house. 'I li.it slic 
had ovcihcaid scvn.il coiversadons bctwciu 


her and dif^oient gentlemen^ fiom which it 
appeal fd tlj^she encouraged or^^ouraged 
then views with regaid to Matilda cntnely 
as It suited her own inteiek; thiowin^ob* 
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&aclc!> in the way of those who intended her 
seduction, and encouraging others, who had 
scruples about it, by insinuations to her dis¬ 
advantage. By this means she kept a number 
in pursuit, while she took money from all, 

4 ♦ 

but finding it would no longer be poiUble to 

do so, she had agreed to betray her soon into 

® . A,*''- 

thfc hands of Peel, on condition of receiving 
froni, him an; annuity for.lifc.j^ It »was 
. .annuity^wliich had determincdjjier to prefer 
his interest to that of Ktjipps, who |iud f^ncd 
a duliberulc pluri for the seduction or my> 
daughter, and who,'thOidgh lefs. brutal in the 
means of accomplishing his object, was n*.*" 
Ids bent on the destruction of .Matilda, and of 
cirecting it in,j4 matljper,^tha|^^)^^c ultitnately" 



fc.* ‘V . JL 4M* 




. despair u hic4 seized, ine^ on receiving Mr^^/' 
Jk'utoii’s ii'irorniaii£>n§i..of the triitii of wlihiji- 
.1 could not, from a^yariety of circunifiaiices, 

. have tho.least doubt. Indeed the "(toil woman 

“r ^ .n/. • V 

ofl’crcd^tQ, gij^inc an opportuiyt^^jf. lu-aring* 
Mrs. Sorell !>i conversation "itiKai, but this 
< was wholly .unneccfsary, .nor*.yus I ccju.il to 

., MG f-' 
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the task. My sole care was to save Matilda^ 
but how was this to be acconiplished ? 1 was 
unable to bear the shortest journey ; 1 no 
friend to aCsist me; and by mm'ely removing 
to other lodging could I hope to esenpe the 
pursuit of Peel or PMpps ? Were 1 even to 
elude them, were there not other Peels, and 
others Phipps’ to be feared?—Barnaby bud 
driven me out of Surrey, and I now saw that 
'Matilda’s attractions would briifg her pcr< 
•ecutors in every place. 

The wandering life 1 had Jed as a soldier’s 
wife, bad made me well acquainted with tlie 
dangers to which women in the inferior ranks 
of life, are exposed. They arc sucIj as the 
stationary and virtuous clafs of females in 
genteel life, can seldom form an idea of, 
though no woman, be her station what it 
inav, is altogether secure from theui. .Strange 
state of depravity!—That even men, who 
support a respectable place in societ)', should, 

for the sake of sclfisii gratifkatiop, seek with 

► ^ ' 

unrelenting cruelty the ruin of the beings 
they love, and the destruction of the qualities 
they most admire!—Even the wives and 
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sisters oi such men, I liave known lend theif 
aid to the destruction of iinsoccnce, und u 
women of reputation can be employed to 
ensnare, w hat female can he secure! 

The violent agitatiwtKcsc reflt'Ctions threw 
mo into, adected me so muc!), that next morii- 
ing I tliought my litc in iiiiiiiodiate danger, 
and this aggravated my terror for Matilda to a 
degree, that almost bereft mo of my senses. ■ 

At that moment Mrs. Bcnlon came into my 
room to tell me, that after she had left me 
the evening before, she had overheard another 
conversation between Mrs. Sorcll and Peel, 
who slie found came late at nigiit to avoid 
meeting wiili Sir Esmond Anson. From the 
information she now gave, 1 discovered that 
it was the fear of your interfering to save 
Matilda, which had induced him to make ex¬ 
orbitant offers to Mrs. Sorcll, and her to agree 
to fwward his designs sooner than she would 
otherwise have done. She told him, that 
although she had so far succeeded in convinc¬ 
ing you that my daughter and I were un¬ 
worthy, as to destroy your anxiety to remove 
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, soon frustrate their designs 




us frojTi her loilgiugs; yet, you were so fond 
of Matilda, tiiat you would certainly endea¬ 
vour to obtain her as a mistrefs, and would, 
not preverr 

1W. one ,wa^ g^offier’Si'^^hey ilien agfc^ that 
they would immedialo^deliberatc oif the l^st 
means of putting Ma^lda in hU pofseision, 
but resolved that they would put no plan for^ 

N* 

jjt -ill . execution, till Mrs. Benton left town,i^- 
twhich she was to do in two da\’s.> . 








. w 


knowledge. .Sljp 


It was at six o'clock in the niornt^ tliat 

4 4 

slie gave me this information, for slie had 

* ^ • 

risen while Mrs. Sorell was asleep, to have , 
an opportunity of speaking to me witliout her 

^cd tiiat I ought iiiimo- 
.diatcly.'lo rpmovft^vit^Maplda, wiiere she 
'coulil be under the care of u friend, for uiy 
stale of health did, n 2 Ji-;gcrj^it.mc to Jjt^a suf- 
fuficnt protection her; ,ana it 

would he iiccefsary tq^depart in tlie eveuint;, 
when Mrs. Sorell would be from home, that 
my place of abode niight.be uixknoi^both to 
her and a man ^f tli^ame of.^^^^[jlkiri, 
spy, wlioni Peel^^tju waitiji^g^g the 
.'Say to watch ^fatiIda^ when,she went abroad, p 

A\‘* 

j^His fear of her giving encouragement to yoii^. J 
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or Phipps made liim employ a spy, who^o 
vigilance, Mrs. Benton said, it was of the ut¬ 
most consequence to elude, as she understood 

% 

he was a villain fit for any cruel or treacher¬ 
ous purpose. 

I told her that I had no friend to whuni I 
could apply, nor knew of any place in town 
to which I could remove Matilda with safety; 
but hoped that she could recommend a lodg¬ 
ing, where wo could remain secure, at least, 
for a few weeks. 

She could not afford me the smallest assist¬ 
ance, but she felt for the anguish she saw me 
.suffc r, and suggested,., as’jihe only means sijc 
could think of for our relief, that we should 
confide in you ; for even if we should not be 
able to undeceiv^ you, «he thought it far 
bettor , that my daughter'should be in your 
possession than imPeePs. 

* caught her : proposal as a person re¬ 
treats l^^ho^rid prec^ce they had shud¬ 
dered to wl^ld; yet 1 ha^ hot power to a.sk 
Matilda who was present, what she thought 
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of it,—my lool:5 alone besmii^lit her upi- 

luon. 

Slic gave me a look of indiscribablc distress, 
and falling upon my neck, wept so bitterly, 
tliat. I almost thought a voluntary death pre- 
rerabUi to the cruel alternative to which we 

s 

were reduced. She soon, however, told me, 
that no condition could be so liorriblcto her, 
as beinn; in the power of Peel ; and that tin* 
sooner yon could rcmnvt: us fr<'in Mrs. Sorell 
the better. 

It was llic-n sctilcd, that she sbouUl iu' a 
note to request axncciiog with you, and Mis 
Ilcnton undertook to deliver it into your own 
liand. Before she left us, she urged our re¬ 
moving, if possible, in the evening, as Mrs. 
•Sorcll was engaged from liome, and we shouM 
jiavr an opportunity of depurliug without 
tr(<uble; but such were my apprehensions, 
that 1 could not think of remaining so long, 
if you eoidd remove us sooner. 

The prospect of deliverance firom Peel and 
Mrs. Sorcll, calmed a little our agitated spi- 
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ritSj tlioiijjh still terror I'or vour bcinfr out of 
town, jxncl nnrertaintv Jis to ilu‘ snatiner in 
which yon act toward*, ns, kept uie. ji» 

a state of dreadful permrbation.” 

Sir Ksmond seeing Mrs. Fanbrook qtiiie 
overcome by the recollect ion of lier sn iierings, 
and tite fatigue of speakn^^. entreated her to 
before she proceeded laiihcr 
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IN the evening, Mrs. Fanbrook thus re¬ 
newed licr recital, 

\ 

lor a few minutes after yott left us here 
at thcleclittc ea.rsoivcs rescued from 

Mrs Soreil, reudcrwl us almost happy ; but. 
soon the sad consciousness of the means by. 
which wc bad edected our release, returj^d, 
and wc passed the night in hitterncs«''and 
tears. 

In the morning, I reproached m 3 ’self sc- 

4 

vercly, for liaviiig indulged a sorrow tlntt 
lessened my chance of recovery ; and anxiou^ 
to employ the little strength I Iiad left, for 
the benfit of Matilda, I attempted to speak to 
you in her favour. 

The very peculiar and strong look of dis¬ 
trust, which instant])' arose In your counte¬ 
nance, on my expressing a hope that you would 
make her your wife, showed me how very dc- 

s 

cided your prepossessions were against us, 

« I 

and huu' little I c^ld hope to remove them, 
by any thing I,, could say. The faint- 
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ticfs wliich then overcame me, you attributed 
entirely to wcaknefs; but it was more owing 
to disappointment. I was» however, wholly 
unable to proceed with the explanation 1 in¬ 
tended, and I pafsed the day iti a state it is 
impofsible to describe.—But agonizing as 
were my own feelings for the innocent 
Matilda, the w'retcliednefs 1 saw. her suffer 
was still more overwhelming, and made me 
ansious to employ the few hours 1 might 
havo tolivei in endeavouring to soften to ber» 
as mnoli as it wih pofsible, lici' utisurable 
fate. 

1 told her, that although it might be a 
woi'k of time to rewvef your good oj>inion» 
and must be cifectcd by her ccmduct more 

s 

than by our representations, yet I could not 
have a doubt that you tvonld in time be con¬ 
vinced of her worth, wdiich, uniting with 
your attachment to imr, would induce you 
to offer her your hand ; and that the parti- 
and esteem .sheJiad for you, made you 
already the man w'hom I should wish her to 
marry. 

The views 1 thus held out to her, softened 
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lier unhappinefs, and I mention it, to eNplaiii 
to you in part, why she is^now so totally 
overwhelmed with grief os she was at first; 
but your behaviour has done far more in aJ» 
Icviating her affictioh,. aud has inspired my^* 
self with sucli confidmbe in your goodnefs, 
as nas restored me to the state you sec. I 
am still extremely weak, and have no dc> 
pendetree on my life; but in dying, 1 simll 
now iU least, have the cunsulniiun of know- 
ing ihut you respect her feelings.*-! bare 
for Koum iiays anxiously waited for such u rc< 
turn of strength, as would enable mo to tell 
you onr story, and I was yesterday morning 
on the eve of rocjucstiug an interview fur the 
purpose, when you anticipated my design. 
1 titank heaven ibr imving [>ermitted me to 
explain to you my conduct, aud I trust it 
will ei&ctuuily destroy the iiuprefsions you 
received from Mrs. Sorell.” 

Mrs. Fanbrook ceased, but Sir Esmond 
could not immediately rq)ly. Her story, de* 
hvered in a simple, yet dignified manner, 
made a deep imprefsion upon him; and there 

V 

jjras an exprefsion in her countenance, which 
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commanded his respect, and almost com¬ 
pelled him to believe her virtuous; yet, 
when once suspicion is deeply rooted in the 
mind, it is difficult to eradicate. Though her 
narrative bad every appearance of truth, it 
might yet be a mere fabrication, to ensnare 
him into marriage with her daughter; and, 
notwithstanding his belief in the innocence of 
the latter, the idea of deception on the part 
of the mother was so painful, that the more 
Ijc reflected, tlic more he was perplexed. 

Mrs. Fanbrook saw hiscmbarrafsiucnt, and 
guefsing the cause, said, that she could not 
immediately expect him to give implicit credit 
to her veracity, but hoped he was at least so 
well convinced of the virtue of Matilda, as to 
resume the generous intentions he had for-' 
meriy entertained in her favour. 

Tins call on Sir Esmond’s generosity put 
an end to his silence. He afsured Mrs, Fan- 
-*_Took, that if tho resumption of these inten¬ 
tions depended only on his opinion of Mifs 
Fanbrook, it would not be a moment pro¬ 
tracted ; but that he could not now part from 
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her without llic total sacrifice of hish.)|>pinefs, 
and he hoped separation was unnecefsary ; for 
if siicfclt for him the partiality Mrs. Fanbrook 
imagined, he might liopc to gain soon her 
affections so completely, as to prevent her 
btificring any tnieasincfsin his presence. 

“Ihitisit pofsible,” said ISlrs. Fanbrook, 

that yon can be more regardlcts of her 
innocence, than of her liappincfs ? 'l ime and 
^llCVoa^cd atlcction would certainly lc/;on the 
pain she has lately felt in seeing you, b.n . an 
vou wish that uilection should render her (‘as\ 
in her situation ^ Far more unhappy woul<l it 
be for her to become the victim of her feeli!ig>, 
than of her inisforinues !—As jjreser.l -.he vc- 
gards her dcpendein'c on yon .u* in iiievi- 

t 

table evil, which lunie\or jcninf..!, she \vi^})<'s 
to believe ought not to degrade her in j’our 
eyes, or her own ; but were iiircchon to bc- 
fray her into error, she would condemn her¬ 
self far more than she deserved ; lier remorse 
woulil be unceasing, nor conlil marriage re¬ 
store lu’r to self-approbation. Your imwil- 
lingncis to part from her makes you forgetful 
of the noblencfs natiirul to your clmrapter. but 
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-let me yet hope, that you will protect her as a 
brother, if you do not tliiiik hci- worthy to he 
your wife.” 

Mrs. Faiihrook paused, but Sir Esmond not 
seeming inclined to answer, sIjc proceeded ; 

** i cannot, indeed, suppose that you could 
approve of marrying a woman without rank, 
fortune, or connexions; the daughter of a per¬ 
son in r.i\our ton have no tcstimonv 

^ ¥ 

hut iicr 'UMJ,—-vt.L if you do not uiiu:v, you 
t:annot i'or Matilda’s sake, leave lier too quick¬ 
ly. AhflCnce may eradicate your pai'-iou for 
lier, and will prevent her snlVermg by sou. 
Site has eoufefsed to me that vour ■‘cucrous 

• « 7 

bt'l.ivioiir has aliecU^l her so naicli, ih.iL if she 

foiild •'Of. t'Mt wiihoui fe ir, siie would wish to 

see you .tlwiiVK. llerlutart is naturally s>ns- 

etipiible every tender imprelsion, hut as\'ct 

I have been the solo <;l>iect of lier alVi'Ctiou; 

she would, therefore, in a short tinu*, Ih'>Io\v 

on vnu all the tendernefs of wliii h siic is 

capable, and wore she then to bo IbrsaLen, 

« 

her gentle nature w^uld tend with sorrow to 
the ground.” 


Sir Esmond was not insensible to the farce 





HOME. 


of Mrs. Fanbrook’s reasotiin^. |Ic felt that 
if there was any probability, even pofsibility 
of her Ktory being true, be ought eitlier to 
marry Matilda, or leave her at liberU’; yet he 
found so much difficulty in forming a resoUi« 
tion, that he was obliged to request Mrs. 
Fanbrook would allow him time to consider 
what he ouglit to do: 


■:ni) of TfiF Tiiiai' voI.'.'^^l 








